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Abstract

The obvious advantage of the newspaper over other methods of disseminating agricultural technologies and
information necessitated this exploratory study. The broad objective of the study was to investigate the extent of
agricultural news coverage by the pointer newspaper in 2009. The specific objectives were to: ascertain the
column inches (space) given to major categories of news by the pointer newspaper in 2009; examine the
percentage column inches (space) given to each category of agricultural news by the pointer newspapers in 2009;
and. determine the relationship between column inches (space) given to agricultural and other categories of news
covered by the pointer newspaper in 2009. Secondary data were obtained from the pointer newspaper main
office at Asaba in 2010 for the study. Eight (8) broad categories of news and seven (7) categories of agricultural
news were assessed. The column inches for each category of news were measured for each month by use of a
measuring tape. It was found that sports were allocated the highest number of column inches with percentage
and mean values of 25.61% and 2010.35 respectively. This was followed by politics (21.43%; M= 1682.18),
religion (11.49%, M= 901.77), foreign news (10.08%, M= 791.63), business (9.63%, M= 760.35), entertainment
(9.26%, M= 727.07), education (8.86%, M= 695.47) and agriculture (3.59%, M= 282.03). Agriculture was the
least category of news covered by the pointer news paper. Poultry news (26.43%) was the most frequently
reported among the categories of agricultural news in 2009. This was followed by forestry and wild life (11.52%),
commentaries (10.96%), fisheries (9.90%), and agronomy (7.17%). It was found that agriculture news were the
least covered by the pointer newspaper in 2009 in spite of the importance of agriculture under the present
civilian government. The Pointer newspaper should devote more spaces to agricultural news in order to enhance
dissemination of agricultural information to farmers in the state.

Keywords: preliminary assessment, newspaper coverage, agricultural news, agricultural extension, agricultural
extension methods

1. Introduction

Agricultural extension service delivery revolves around three main methods: individual, group and mass media
methods. Abbas et al. (2011), Ovwigho and Ifie (2009), Agbamu (2006), Madukwe (2006), Laogun (2005),
Rogers (2003), Ekpere and Durant (1986) and Williams et al. (1984) classified agricultural extension methods
into individual, group and mass media.

Abbas et al. (2011) gave a two-fold classification of the mass methods of agricultural extension delivery. These
were big and small media, and print and electronic media. The big media included complex and costly devices
such as educational television, films and computer assisted instructions. The small media included less costly
and less complex devices such as radio, tape recorder, film slides, transparencies and visuals. The print media
comprises of those forms of printed materials which are distributed on a mass scale. Examples are newspapers,
newsletters, books, grey literature, brochures, bulletins, pamphlets, leaflets, handbills, and posters. Electronic
mass media include radio and television.

According to Pretty and Vodouche (1997), Chambers (1993), Igbokwe and Enwere (2001), and Korten (1990),
the flaws in conventional approaches to rural development as well as agricultural research and extension led to
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rapid expansion in participatory methods and approaches in Asia and Africa. They stated that these methods
began with the development of data gathering methods, which came to be known as rapid rural appraisal. They
maintained that during the late 1980s, this growing experience was supplemented by drawing upon long
established traditions that had put participation, action research, and adult education at the forefront of attempts
to emancipate people.

Oladeji (2011), and Olowu and Yahaya (1993) noted that very little or no attention has been given to newspaper
coverage of agricultural and rural development activities in Africa with particular reference to Nigeria. They
noted that newspapers have a lot of potentials for promoting agricultural and rural development. Abbas et al.
(2011) found that newspapers constituted only one percent of the sources of information to farmers in Pakistan
The use of newspapers in agricultural extension is particularly useful in creating awareness about new
technologies. Okorie and Oyedope (2011), and Okunade (2007) noted that the mass media methods attract
attention, provide background information, and stimulate the interest and desire for further information. Ifenkwe
(2008), Moemeka (1990), and Carter (1991) stated that the newspaper has more enduring characteristics than the
radio and television. Newspapers could be read and re-read at convenience thus allowing fuller and better
understanding of the message contents. Newspaper could also be stored away for future references. Okorie and
Oyedope (2011), and Singh and Kumah (1977) remarked that newspapers helped to provide information,
education, guidance and entertainment to an audience. Ifenkwe (2008) stated that mass media channels (radio,
television, computer, newspaper) have revolutionized information delivery to a mass audience simultaneously
thereby overcoming problems faced by interpersonal channels. He maintained that the present information and
communication age demands that we should rely more on sophisticated information and communication
technologies which were capable of reaching a larger audience within a shorter space of time.

A high level of illiteracy and lack of policy thrust for agricultural extension development appear to hinder the use
of newspapers in agricultural communication in Africa. However, Mody (1991) noted that, mass media
campaign alone was unlikely to eliminate the inequality in rural areas. He remarked that printed media served
little purpose in the villages in developing countries.

In essence, the newspapers, when properly employed in the dissemination of agricultural news help to overcome
the limitation posed by the individual or interpersonal method of agricultural extension delivery. Costs of using
interpersonal channels were high in terms of staff, time and transportation compared to mass media methods.
Even in countries with good transportation system; experience has shown that an extension agent could not visit
more than 200 farmers regularly (Madukwe, 2006; Van den Ban & Hawkins, 1996).

According to Ifenkwe (2008) newspaper publication started in Nigeria in 1959. Okorie and Oyedepo (2011)
added that there were over 50 privately and government owned daily newspapers and several weekly newspapers
in Nigeria. Ifenkwe (2008) further stated that the primary objective of the newspaper was to objectively report
news situation or events in all fields of human endeavour. The purpose of the study therefore was to investigate
the extent of agricultural news coverage by the Pointer Newspaper. The specific objectives were to:

a) ascertain the amount of space given to different categories of news by the Pointer newspaper in 2009;

b) examine the percentage amount of space given to each category of agricultural news by the Pointer newspaper
in 2009; and

c¢) determine the relationship between the amount of space given to agricultural and other categories of news
published by the Pointer newspaper in 2009.

1.1 Hypothesis

Ho: There is no significant relationship between column inches allocated to agricultural and other categories of
news covered by the Pointer Newspaper.

1.2 Brief History of the Pointer Newspaper

The Pointer Newspaper which is owned and managed by the Delta State Government of Nigeria and published
by the Delta Printing and Publishing Company Limited Asaba. The company was established vide Edict No. 65,
Volume 5 of 1995. The general objective of the newspaper is to disseminate knowledge and give guidance to
members of the public on matters of public interest. The specific objectives of the newspaper were to:

1) promote, encourage and stimulate interest in the study of journalism;
2) give publicity to and encourage the arts and crafts of Delta State of Nigeria;

3) undertake and arrange broadcast programme; and
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4) encourage competition and composition of music and literature of all kinds.

The company has seven departments. These include: administration, accounts, editorials, production, circulation,
advertisement and work/transport. The company started the publication of the Pointer Newspaper in October
1994. As at 1994, the newspaper was published only on Sundays. By October 1995, it started bi-weekly
publication on Thursdays and Sundays. On May 24, 2000, it started as a daily publication and has existed till
date.

2. Materials and Method
2.1 Method of Data Collection

Data were collected from Secondary sources. The Pointer Newspapers constituted the only source of information.
The daily and Sunday newspapers from January 1* 2009 through December 31* 2009 were used for the study. A
one year period was considered because of the available fund and enormity of measurement involved in the study.
The newspapers were content analysed into 8 categories of news. These were sports, politics, foreign, business,
entertainment, religion, education and agriculture. These were the major categories of news covered by most
daily newspapers. The agricultural news were content analysed into seven (7) categories namely poultry,
agronomy, livestock, forestry and wild life, fisheries, government policies on agriculture, and commentaries. The
column inches for the different categories of news were measured by the use of a measuring tape for each day
and months of the year (2009). This was because the importance and amount of space allocated to an item in a
newspaper was usually measured in economic terms. The column inches from each news items were added up
for each month for the purpose of comparison.

2.2 Method of Data Analysis

Data were analysed by the use of simple percentage, multiple correlation and analysis of variance. The
agricultural news and space allocated were presented in percentages. The average percentage was found for each
of the agricultural news for the year 2009. Correlation matrix was used to find the relationships between
agricultural and other categories of news. Analysis of Variance was used to test the relationship between the
amounts of space given to the major categories of news.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1 Major Categories of News and Coverage

The amount of space (column inches) allocated to each major category of news for the year 2009 were analysed.
The total amount of space, percentage and mean for the eight (8) categories of news were presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Categories of news and column inches allocated per Month in 2009

S/N Category Jan  Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Total %  Mean

1 Sports 2396.2298 2700.12631.82130 255.7 2698.12067.32755.1 209.8 2104.8 1989.124124.2 25.61 2010.35
Politics 836.9 650.6 939.9 989.9 2950.52158 2335.52718.31163.3 1702 1638.11103.120186.121.43 1682.18
Foreign 825.5 367 833 773.1 7833 820 791 789 986.5 863.7 779.5 887.9 9499.5 10.08791.63
Business 7525 199.5 811 808 733.8 863.8 816.3 888.7 759.5 708 793.3 989.5 9123.9 9.63 760.33

Religion 597.1 5051 492 544.8 551.3 493 508.8 506.5 397 4023 539.5 737.9 10821.211.49901.77

Education 4459 3859.8 491.3 238 402.3 396.7 251 399.7 739  410.9 401.4 309.6 8345.6 8.86 695.47

Agriculture  257.9 238 298.7 256.8 213.7 333.4 2255 316.5 211.3 261 308.4 463.1 3384.3 3.59 282.03

Total 6836.310884.2 7343.1 7945.4 8466.4 6056.6 8337.58419.5 7811..77312.2 7309  7488.7 94209.6 100
F=7.551,P<0.01.

2
3
4
5  Entertainment 724.3 220.3 777.1 703  701.5 736 711.3 733.5 800  865.3 744 1008.58724.8 9.26 727.07
6
7
8

Table 1 showed that sports news was allocated the highest amount of space in 2009 with a percentage and mean
column inches of 25.61 and 2020.35 respectively. This was followed by politics (21.43%, M= 1682.18), religion
(11.49%, M= 901.77), foreign news (10.08%, M= 991.63), business (9.63%, M= 760.35, entertainment (9.26%,
M= 727.07), education (8.86%, M= 695.47) and agriculture (3.59%, M= 282.03). This showed that agriculture
was given the least amount of space by the Pointer newspapers in 2009. This situation did not portray a penchant
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for mass dissemination of agricultural news for the purpose of agricultural development in the state. The Pointer
newspaper is the only daily news paper owned by the Delta State Government vested with the responsibilities of
agricultural news coverage.

This corroborates the findings of Sitton et al. (2001) and Okorie and Oyedepo (2011) that most newspapers
usually neglect agricultural topics and present a narrow picture of the agricultural industry. Wikipedia (2000)
stated that attempt to revive agriculture in Nigeria have been unsuccessful due to poor media coverage of
agricultural activities and pseudo-legislative backing of agricultural reform programmes.

A significant relationship (F= 7.55, P< 0.01) was found between the amount of column inches allocated to
agricultural news and the seven (7) other categories of news. This is further exemplified in the correlation matrix
(Table 2).

Table 2. Correlation between column inches allocated to agriculture and other categories of news

Sports  Politics Foreign Business Entertainment Religion Education Agriculture

Sports 1

Politics 0.079 1

Foreign 0.62 0.18 1

Business 0.48 0.38 0.84 1

Entertainment  0.54 0.16 0.92 0.9 1

Religion -0.63  -0.44 -0.92 -0.9 -0.86 1

Education -0.61 -0.47 -0.86 -0.93 -0.86 0.99 1

Agriculture -0.2 -0.15 0.2 0.52 0.5 -0.15 -0.23 1

Table 2 showed a negative correlation between agriculture and sports news (-0.20), politics (-0.15), religion
(-0.156 and education (-0.23). The more the latter categories of news were given more spaces in the newspaper,
the less amount of space given to agricultural news. The results showed that more spaces were given to sports
and politics by the newspaper. This also connotes that the Pointer newspaper showed more interest in sports and
politics than agriculture. It should be emphasised that sports and politics cannot put food in the mouths of a
hungry people. Wikipedia (2000) stated that agriculture news was surprisingly neglected in the media when
compared to other issues such as politics, business, sports and adverts. In the national dailies, most of the
agricultural reports addressed one type of controversy or the other and sometimes relate to market forces. Obinne
(1994) noted that broad based agricultural information could enable farmers improve upon their environment and
agricultural production activities. The mass media constituted the best source of knowledge for disseminating
agricultural information to farmers because of the advantage of reaching a very wide audience at the same time.

3.2 Coverage of the Categories of Agricultural News in 2009

Table 3. Categories of agricultural news and percentage space allocated in 2009

Categories Jan  Feb. March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Grand Average
Agronomy 221 - - - 1834 - - 1043 - 12.68 1094 11.6 7.17
Fisheries 1396 - - -- -- 2235 114 1975 89 1456 8.8 19.15 9.9
Forestry and wildlife - l6.16 21.69 2523 1734 -- 216 1517 - 1334 - 777 11.52
Poultry 25.79 18.28 17.74 28.1 42.48 52.48 17.37 2594 -- 3431 27.63 27.04 26.43
Livestock 9.85 13.88 242 27.74 21.84 25.17 10.17 1836 18.6 -- 39.17 15.67 18.72
Govt. policy on agriculture 28.3 2647 13.86 1893 -- - 165 10.35 25.08 26.11 -- 18.77 15.36
Commentaries - 2521 2251 - - - 2296 - 4742 - 1346 -- 10.96
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Seven categories of agriculture news frequently reported by Pointer newspaper were identified. These were
agronomy (crop), fisheries, forestry and wildlife, poultry, livestock, government policies on agriculture and
commentaries on agriculture. The percentage column inches or space allocated to these categories of agricultural
news was worked out for each month in 2009 (Table 3).

Table 3 showed that poultry had highest percentage column inches in 6 months (April, May, June, August,
October and December) and grand average of 26.43%. It was only in the month of September that poultry news
was not reported. Livestock news (18.72%), government policies on agriculture (15.36%), and commentaries on
agriculture (10.96%) had highest percentage column inches allocation in two months. Agronomy (7.17%),
fisheries (9.90%), and forestry and wildlife (11.52%) were among the least reported agriculture news. Poultry
news was frequently reported among the categories of agricultural news. This was attributed to the growing
importance of the poultry industry in the state.

4. Conclusion

The coverage of any news item apparently portrays the importance attached to it. Sports, politics, religious,
foreign, business, entertainment, and education news were frequently reported more than agriculture news. There
was significant relationship between column inches allocated to agriculture news and other categories of news
covered by the Pointer newspaper in 2009. Among the categories of agriculture news, poultry news was
frequently reported than the others by the Pointer newspaper in 2009. The study also provided a methodological
approach to the measurement of news coverage by daily news papers.

Today, there is a strong need to boost agricultural production through mass media education, information and
dissemination of agricultural technologies to farm families. The problem of illiteracy among farmers does not
juxtapose the poor coverage of agricultural news by a state government owned newspaper like the Pointer. The
Pointer newspaper should devote more space to agricultural news in order to enhance dissemination of
agricultural information in the state.
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