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Abstract 

How does humanitarian action at the grassroots shape support for children of intra-continental migrant? Despite a 
large volume of research outputs and public policy advocacy on migration, there has been little work on the crucial 
nexus between local humanitarian efforts and migrant children’s educational needs. Conceptually, we viewed 
humanitarian action beyond the traditional definition as a tool for emergency response. We included efforts aimed 
at dignifying migrant children with basic education and enhancement of their integration in the new location. 
Cross-sectional data obtained from agencies of government at the grassroots were employed to measure the effects 
of local humanitarian action on the education of migrant children. The finding showed that institutionalised 
humanitarian efforts provide real-time support for basic education of migrant children. Also, burdensome 
obligations and lack of financial independence for governance at the grassroots curtailed the magnitude of 
assistance rendered by local authorities. Using Talcott Parson’s functionalist theory, we suggested three mutually 
transformative approaches. First, constraints by the upper levels of government– State and Federal tiers– 
exacerbate financial incapacitation and, ultimately, impede humanitarian effort at the grassroots. Second, provision 
of critical humanitarian needs, such as migrant children’s education, fosters social integration and crime control 
among migrants. Finally, intra-continental migration is not debased by acculturation. The findings showcase the 
need for strengthening the financial capacity of governance at the grassroots to reinforce common interests between 
migrants and host communities. 

Keywords: migrant children, intra-continental migration, governance at the grassroots, humanitarian action, 
Nigeria; globalisation 

1. Introduction 

Few would question the truism that the human migration, in gregarious droves or solitary undertakings, is historic 
and phenomenal. Movement of the people across the global divides is, perhaps, inevitable in the lights of modern 
possibilities and uncertainties. Save for outbreaks of pandemics such as Ebola in parts of Africa, the SARS, and 
the current global COVID-19 that have conditioned states to close inbound and outbound borders, human 
migration would most likely continue unhindered. The opportunity provided by faster transportation systems on 
land and sea, and by air travels undoubtedly raised human penchants to venture out of economically strained areas 
or for exploring the pleasantries of tourism and visitations across the globe. By the same token, the timeous 
decisions to flee disease-infested zones or politically vulnerable regions of the globe to desirable areas have 
become a matter of the mind. The truism becomes more ascertainable, due to the economic onslaught that 
globalisation and its ‘global village offshoot’ imposed on modern human. 

The ‘global village’, was coined and popularised by Marshall McLuhan in his books “The Gutenberg galaxy: The 
making of typographic man” (1962) and “Understanding media: The extensions of man” (1964). In the latter, the 
author casts “a metaphor” of global interdependence “for our planet reduced in all aspect” (1964, p. 562) and yet 
simultaneously expanded as never before. In the words of Dixon (2009), the world is “shrinking and expanding at 
the same time due to pervasive technological advances that allow for instantaneous” and “dazzling marketplace 
where countries of all economic opportunities are represented and where more fortunate countries come to the aid 
of less fortunate ones with humanitarian efforts”. Authors (Flew & Losifidis, 2020; Cox, 2018; Rodrik, 2018; 
Bergh & Gustafsson, 2019; Terry, 2019) have however submitted that the greatest threat to globalisation, nay 



par.ccsenet.org Public Administration Research Vol. 9, No. 2; 2020 

2 
 

migration, is coming from the West that originally muted and benefitted immensely from the economic idea. The 
entire global village, most notably the co-opted citizens of the global south, appears dumbfounded that the 
beneficiaries (Northern Hemisphere) who produced the goods and services worth globalising could turn full circle 
to pursue nationalistic agenda and populism. Countries in the West, not all but certainly the influential ones, are 
wittingly or unwittingly shooting at the very labyrinth of ‘global village’ through the populism wave in various 
parts of Europe and, most importantly, by American President Donald Trump’s ‘America first’. 

The planet earth endows different parts of the globe with its allures and strains. Adam Smith identified the 
indispensability of a part in the whole in the celebrated book, The Wealth of Nations, published in 1776. The 
classical economist deduced that it portends economic danger when a country either “neglects or despises foreign 
commerce” or go into restricting “vessels of foreign nations into one or two of its ports only” (Smith, 1776, p. 
112). Besides, socioeconomic and political manifestations vary from regions to regions. Reputable authors have, 
therefore, pointed out that the absence “equality in the global village” (Pieterse, 2003, p. 172) and hostile political 
regimes occasioned by “media and imperialism in the global village” (Osman, 2019, p. 280) are the main factors 
prompting modern migration from debauched areas to suitable regions. As Scott (2001) argued, despite the 
promises occasioned by “mainstream economic thoughts” that globalisation will bridge economic prosperity and 
income gap across world divide “as the ‘global village’ grows and market integration and prosperity take hold, the 
evidence paints a different picture” (p. 160). The realities as they currently hold is that 

“Average incomes have indeed been growing, but so has the income gap between 
rich and poor countries. Both trends have been evident for more than 200 years, 
but improved global communications have led to increased awareness among 
the poor of income inequalities and heightened the pressure to emigrate to 
richer countries. In response, the industrialised nations have erected higher 
barriers against immigration, making the world economy seem more like a 
gated community than a global village” (Scott, 2001, p. 160. Emphasis mine). 

Since humans could, by mere whims, “live, not just amphibiously in divided and distinguished worlds, but 
pluralistically in many worlds and cultures simultaneously” (McLuhan, 1962, p. 31), the decision to migrate from 
regions of high depravity to that of abundance has become one decision away. In a classic book, entitled Ethnicities: 
Children of immigrants in America (2001), Ruben Rumbaut and Alejandro Portes painted an insightful assessment 
of the children of migrants. The duo correctly argued that it is a world of dilemma, risk and uncertainty. 
Considering today’s motives for migration, it is an ecosphere in the continuum of the war and savagery. Displaced 
parents are in disarray, stampeding the children like collateral damage. In an article published in the same volume 
entitled “Straddling different worlds: The acculturation of Vietnamese refugee children”, Min Zhou revealed how 
migrants’ children are ushered into a besetting world of hopelessness as a direct consequence of their parents’ “low 
socioeconomic status” (Zhou, 2001, p, 188). The writer also claimed the limiting environment that the children 
often found themselves collide them against failure, and unavoidably so. For being immigrants’ children, traversing 
the ‘difficult social terrain’ and ‘socioeconomic disadvantaged background' is a routine. However, the children 
also move against the tide, insurmountable as they are. Zhou (2001, p. 188) however argued that being straddled 
between “shrinking opportunity” and the growing desire to rise after each fall, could lead to one of two 
frustrations—“second-generation decline” (quoting Gans, 1992) or “second-generation revolt” (quoting Perlmann 
& Waldinger, 1997). 

Thus, despite the significant uncertainties and psychological cost, what motivates migration? In other words, why 
do people migrate when the conditions are so precarious? Studies have established that migrant children’s 
educational needs play a significant role in taking the crucial decision to migrate (Chen, Fromentin & Zou, 2019; 
Liu & Jacob, 2013) and in socially integrating the migrants into the host society (Coskun & Coskun, 2018). Do 
the children of migrants stand any chance even when the socioeconomic conditions are favourable? How can we 
avoid the so-called 'second generation' contraption that bespeaks migrants' threatening situation in almost all 
societies? Can integration remove the trapping dilemma? With war, climate change, pestilences and pandemics, 
ethnic cleansing and terrorism ravaging especially in the Global South, and displacing people from their homes, 
how can we prepare for the inevitable eventuality of migrants? How should government prepare in these days of 
economic recession? This study interrogates these questions through the prism of scores of migrants’ children of 
intra-continental and intra-state origins in Ile-Ife City in Nigeria. We explore the strategies adopted by the 
authorities of Ife Central Local Government in Ile-Ife, Nigeria to educate, train and integrate migrants' children. 
The study essentially dabbled into unravelling the possible multifaceted process of integration outcome that could 
be derived from educating the wards: for the society and the children themselves. 

While a large volume of literature is available on various kind of migration within and into the North, there is the 
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dearth of works on migratory movements within regions of the Global South. The classical work of Nasri Choucri 
and Peter Brecke published in 1983 and entitled “Migration in the Middle East: transformation and change” offers 
a great insight into migration within the Middle East. Nevertheless, the significant findings in the articles are a far 
cry to what obtains in the contemporary Middle East. In that work, Choucri and Brecke (1983) discovered several 
migratory patterns and rationale, which are mostly unrecognisable in today’s movements in the region. For instance, 
current migration pattern within the region seems neither a temporary (maximum four-year) transfer of skilled and 
unskilled labour amidst the region’s developing countries nor does it appears an inward movement from Asia, 
Turkey or Eastern Europe for occupational purposes. Today's migration in the Middle East can hardly be justified 
as underlined by politico-economic dynamics or chemo-tropic responses to facilitative policy for movement across 
national borders. If anything, the on-the-ground situation in the Middle East appears opposed to the submissions 
of Choucri and Brecke (1983). Nevertheless, the work continues to remain a reference point amidst the lack of 
other specialised publicly available scholarly work.  

There are several studies on migration in Africa. Adepoju’s (1998) classic study entitled “Linkages between 
internal and international migration: the African situation” appears to pioneer and explicate post-colonial situation 
within Africa. The author argued that until now when governments are curtailing unrestricted national boundary-
crossing, internal cross-border migration within African states, albeit rural-rural and mostly by unskilled and 
agrarian people mainly for occupational and economic reasons, is the predominant human movement in Africa. 
Flahaux and De Haas (2016) argued that internal movements within Africa had waned tremendously since the 
independent era. The authors found that the latest reasons of social attraction to the Western values are replacing 
the old wisdom that destitution and violence drive the overwhelming outbound movement to Europe, USA and 
Canada, the Gulf and Asia for more than three decades till date. Contrariwise, Shimeles (2010) argued that 
migration within Africa outweighs emigration out of Africa. Shimeles (2010) however submitted that “motives to 
improve livelihoods”, like Flahaux and De Haas (2016), dominates the motives for movements within or outside 
Africa. Lucas (2013) and Shaw (2007) substantially advanced the same reason and pattern. While the economy-
induced rationale might still subsist, it is arguable that more reasons border on human survival from political, 
religious and violent conflicts, which induce migration in contemporary Africa. As Fischer and Vollmer (2009) 
pointed out, the motive for intra- and inter-continental migration in Africa is mainly forceful and hardly voluntary 
as available literature has flaunted it. The dynamics of intra-continental migration in Africa have not received 
commensurate attention. Yet, due to the outbreak of diseases, wars and civil unrests, religious violence and 
terrorism and a host of other internecine conflicts ravaging almost all parts of the continent, the movements of 
people within Africa have waxed the more in the recent time. 

The epistemology of the study is built on two premises. One, the nature of internal migration in Africa is hardly 
temporary due to displacements and precarity of the crisis and fear of a resurgence of attacks in 'home' locations. 
Two, the nutritional needs of the migrants’ wards, usually of growing age, is often over-flogged at the expense of 
humanitarian needs of training and education that would aid integration into the host communities. The study 
specifically examined the significant relationship between migrant children education and processes of integration. 
This article argued that school provides enabling environment for accelerated integration process through peer 
relationship, qualifications for gainful employment at a later date and refrains from crime. The paper is divided 
into six sections. The first section discusses the context of the study in term of migration and education of children 
in Ile-Ife. The second section examines migration, community and functionalism. The method used to collect data 
from the participants and the analytical techniques of the study was discussed in the third section. The section that 
presented the findings of the paper follows this. Finally, the conclusions of the study were presented.  

2. Context 

Ife Central Local Government Area (ICLGA) of the State of Osun in Nigeria is one of the four local government 
areas within Ile-Ife metropolis. Others are Ife East Local Government; Ife South Local Government; and Ife North 
Local Government areas. Of the estimated 540,000 inhabitants of Ile-Ife, the largest concentration of minimum 
projection of about 200,000 people live in ICLGA. Apart from the rural-urban drift that the local government 
grapples with on an annual basis from neighbouring rural local governments, there is also the seasonal challenge 
of migratory influx by citizens of Nigeria’s neighbouring countries, which the current economic recession has 
exacerbated. The influx of migrants to Ile-Ife has started before the economic meltdown. Preliminary observation 
revealed that Ile-Ife is widely adjudged, by oral historical facts, to mainly attract these fleeing migrants as the 
acclaimed 'cradle' of civilisation and home of all Yoruba people and blacks in general. Besides, the typical 
magnanimity of Ile-Ife indigenous inhabitants towards ‘strangers’ from all walks of life is recognised in Africa’s 
oral history and could easily be a factor in the influx (Folami & Olaiya, 2016). Despite the current economic 
recession, the local government still maintains support for primary basic education for every child irrespective of 



par.ccsenet.org Public Administration Research Vol. 9, No. 2; 2020 

4 
 

socioeconomic background. The local government became focused on the education of migrants’ children because 
of the encouraging education policy of the local administration. As Robin (2013) has pointed out, it is erroneous 
to believe that the main aim of primary education is to make children 'secondary-ready'; this undervalues children's 
potential for development and learning during the primary-education years. Even though education could provide 
fulcrums for present and future subsistence, contemporary studies have revealed that schools also address the 
broader condition and needs of children and society in today's complex world (Moscarola & Kalwij, 2018; Kalwij, 
Alessie, Dinkova, Schonewille, Schors & van der Werf, 2019; Parlinduncan, 2019). While primary and secondary 
schools are regarded as the vehicle for driving the importance of literacy and numeracy (Xie & Tu, 2019), they 
also lay foundations in other areas – in spoken language, science, the arts, the humanities, and physical, emotional 
and moral development and proper integration into immediate society (Olaiya, 2020). 

3. Conceptual Clarifications: Migration, Humanitarian Action, and Functionalism 

There are different theories of migration, which explained the reasons why people moved from their homes to 
another community. The reasons for migration found explanations in the theories on migration. As noted in the 
introductory section, people migrated for socioeconomic, cultural and political reasons. Chiefly, this study is 
focussed on the current trend, pattern and rationale for intra-continent migration in Africa. There are currently a 
variety of theoretical models or perspectives that employ varying concepts, assumptions, frames and levels of 
analysis (Arango, 2000). Migration literature contends that the modern theoretical approaches offer different 
hypotheses; they need not be taken as mutually exclusive but rather as complementary. Theoretical perspectives 
on migration can be found in the following theoretical and empirical works such as the neoclassical theory of 
migration (Hicks, 1932); new economics theory of migration (Stark, 1991); World-systems theory (Massey et al. 
1993; Sassen, 1988; Skeldon, 1997; Silver, 2003); dual labour market theory (Massey et al., 1993); network 
concepts (Vertovec, 2002; Dustmann and Glitz, 2005); Macro versus micro-explanations (De Haas, 2008). In this 
paper, the relevance of another broader sociological perspective on social understanding, tagged functionalism, is 
brought to fore. Functionalism is grounded in the survival of a social system. Though the theory was propounded 
in the 19th century, the theory is still relevant to the explanation of the survival of a social system in a modern-day 
world. The theory found expression in this study to explain the survival of Ile-Ife as a social system against the 
backdrop of migrants influx into the city, which could create various social misdemeanour if basic education and 
proper integration of the growing migrants’ infants are grossly lacking. 

Provision of educational needs appears to fall outside the purview of traditional humanitarian action. The UN 
General Assembly resolution 46/182 of 1991 defined humanitarian action in terms of three essential components—
humanity, neutrality and impartiality (OCHA, 2015). Most literature on defined humanitarian action as the rescue 
mission to save lives, alleviate suffering and foster dignified lives of humans in times of war, political violence or 
natural disasters (OECD, 2012; OCHA, 2015; Gromes, 2019; Fröhlich, 2018; Coppi, 2018; Trithart; 2019; 
Fleischman, 2019; Carey, 1997-1998). The purport of this definition presupposes that humanitarian action may 
only be justified during emergency action. However, the provision of critical needs for migrants who are, most 
often, aliens in their new location makes the definition inaccurate. Debarre (2018) observed that "the nature of the 
crisis” that could warrant humanitarian action “is changing” (P. 1). The author argued “the idea of humanitarian 
action being strictly a short-term “Band-Aid” however, is increasingly …inaccurate and even undesirable” (p. 1). 
As Atwood pointed out in OECD (2012), humanitarian action must be geared towards responding, not only to a 
crisis but also to critical conditions created by the aftermath of a crisis. Educating the children of migrants is an 
aftermath of a crisis that induced the people from moving away from their comfort zones. 

Of particular relevance to this study is the Functionalism Theory of Talcott Parson, which the researcher adopted 
to explain the necessity of meeting the educational needs of immigrant children. Functionalism Theory states that 
survival of a system depends on adaptation, goal, integration and latent pattern maintenance (AGIL). Studies on 
the educational needs of children borrowed extensively from functional prerequisite to explain integration and 
avoidance of conflict between immigrants and the host community. Functionalism theory is a different theory of 
conflict theory. Social conflict theory has its roots in Marxism which argues that individuals and groups within 
society have differing amounts of material and nonmaterial resources and that the most influential groups use their 
power in order to exploit groups with less power. Functional prerequisite, a theory propounded by Talcott Parson, 
was used in the paper to explain the justification for equality, equity, integration, needs, accommodation and 
development. The theory explained how Ile-Ife could be sustained in the face of mass migration of aliens into the 
city. 

It should be noted that Nigeria generally is experiencing an economic recession. The recession has affected the 
income of the Local Government Authorities across the State. According to Ritzer (2006), functional prerequisite 
explains socioeconomic adaptation, societal goals attainment, integration and latent pattern maintenance (AGIL). 
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The AGIL schema, as discussed by Talcott Parson (1969), implicates that a society can survive by following the 
direction of adaptation, goal, integration, and latent pattern maintenance. First, adaptation explains how a social 
system must be able to cope with external exigencies, i.e. a system cannot be an Island to itself because of the 
external forces around which he is propelled to cope with. The system must be able to adapt to its environment 
and adapts to the needs of its environment. Second, goal attainment finds explanation in a situation where a system 
must be of necessity defined and achieved its goals, aims and objectives. Third, integration explains as a method 
where a system regulates the inter-relationship of its parts. It must also manage the relationship between the other 
three functional prerequisites. Fourth, latent pattern maintenance suggests that a system must furnish, maintain 
and renew both motivation of individuals and their cultural peculiarities. 

Critically looking at the functionalist theories and its relevance to the explanation of the problem of migration in 
recent times, the underlying explanation for the survival of the host community is the integration of migrants. The 
integration will ensure that cultural patterns are maintained, which, in a way, could guarantee self-esteem and 
peaceful coexistence. The migration may prevent the second level of disequilibrium to the migrants, and it may 
not trigger the social disorder in the host community. Though AGIL provides explanations on integration and 
security: it nevertheless failed to explain the sources of resource to maintain the security and social order. The 
theory also failed to discuss how to maintain both latent and manifest aspect of security. Based on the theoretical 
analysis, this paper asked the following research questions: What are the critical conditions for which migrants’ 
children may be subjected to educational and integration needs? What are the coping mechanisms available to the 
local government authority? How could a local government authority as the third tier of government meet the 
enormous educational needs of migrants’ children? Could the provision of the educational needs of migrant 
children lead to their integration? It is essential to have it in mind that this paper focuses majorly on the educational 
needs of migrant children in Ile-Ife. Meeting the educational needs of migrant children by the local government 
will serve two essential purposes: (1) integration; and (2) security. The two purposes serve symbiotically to both 
the migrants and the host community.  

The overarching conceptual import of this research is represented in the schema in Figure 1. Empowered 
governance at the grassroots, through the provision of more funding, is set to ultimately enhance social integration 
by way of acculturation and reduction in crimes migrant-related to crime. The permeable membrane is the gearing 
of humanitarian action into providing basic education for migrant children.  

 

Figure 1. Humanitarian action nexus to social integration at the grassroots 

 

4. Materials and Method 

The study adopted a cross-sectional survey undertaken in Ife Central Local Government, the coordinating local 
government in Ile-Ife region of Osun State, Nigeria. Ile-Ife is the acclaimed cradle of Yoruba race with abundant 
historical evidence dating back to 800 BC (Willett, 1960). Ile-Ife as presently constituted comprises four Local 
Government areas, namely, Ife Central, Ife East, Ife North and Ife South Local Government Areas. Ile-Ife shared 
boundary with Osun in the West, Oke-Igbo in the South, and Ilesa in the East. Willett (1960, p. 232) had referred 
to Ile-Ife as a ‘prosperous town of about 150,000 inhabitants’. As at 2005, when the only nationally acceptable 
census was carried out and published in Nigeria, each of the four local governments in Ile-Ife has the population 
of about 135,000 (National Population Census, 2006). According to government records accessed in ICLGA, there 
are over 50,000 non-indigenes of Ile-Ife such as Igbo, Hausa, Urhobo, Ijaw, Fulani, and over 15,000 foreigners in 
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Ile-Ife metropolis.  

 
Figure 2. Map of Ile-Ife 

 

4.1 Participants 

The selection of participants in this study was made through simple randomisation. A total of two hundred and 
fourteen participants were selected among the workers of Ife Central Local Government Area: Welfare Department 
46; Community Development & Security Committee (CDSC) 63, Education Department 35; Office Holders 08; 
Special Primary Education Board 39 and Finance Department 23. The list of workers in the Department of the 
Local Government was used on a two-scale interval to select the number of participants in this study. The method 
adopted allowed the inclusion of gender, age categories, years of experiences and different qualifications in the 
study. The study adopts survey design and primary data collection method to collect information from two hundred 
and fourteen participants. The participants comprised education and welfare staffs of the local governments, 
migrants from neighbouring countries, civil society officials, officials of NGOs, officials of Community-Based 
Organisations, notable traditional titleholders and key informants. A structured questionnaire, containing close and 
open-ended questions, was designed to elicit appropriate information. Personal interviews were conducted on 
selected migrant leaders for triangulation and to elicit information on acculturation. 

4.2 Data Collection and Analysis 

The quantitative method of primary data collection was used to collect information from two hundred and fourteen 
participants. A structured questionnaire, containing close-ended standardised questions, was designed to collect 
the data. Secondary data were also collected from the Welfare Department of the ICLG to elicit information about 
the origin and age distribution of the migrants’ children under the educational needs of the local government. Both 
descriptive and inferential statistics were utilised for analysis, which is respectively dichotomy test of reliability, 
cross-tabulations and chi-square to analyse data collected from the field. The variable considered in this included: 
origin, age, education, need, finance, space, teacher, language, and integration. All the variables are independent, 
hence the suitability of the chosen inferential statistical technique.  
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5. Results 

5.1 Migrant Children’s Education, Integration and Crime Proclivity 

 

Table 1. Showing dichotomy intervals of migrant children’s education 

 % Yes % No Dichotomy Interval 

Department MI MCP MI MCP MI MCP 

Welfare: Medical and Environmental 16.8 19.2 4.7 2.3 3.6 8.3* 

Community Dev. & Security Com. 27.6 24.3 1.9 5.1 14.5* 4.8* 

Education Department 12.6 12.1 3.7 4.2 3.4 2.9 

Office Holders 2.8 2.8 0.9 0.9 3.1 3.1 

Special Primary Education Board 13.1 12.1 5.1 6.1 2.6 2.0 

Finance 7.9 7.5 2.8 3.3 2.8 2.3 

Total 80.8 78.0 19.2 22.0 4.2** 3.5** 

Source: Field report, 2018 

Key: 

MI: Migrant’s Integration MCP: Migrant’s Crime Proclivity 

* Group dichotomy  ** Overall dichotomy 

 

Both dichotomy intervals of migrant children’s education in relation to migrant integration and crime proclivity, 
represented in Table 1, are valid for reliability test. The Community Development and Security Committee had a 
greater dichotomy interval than the overall figure. The dichotomy interval is a reliability test that represents the 
percentage gap between dichotomous responses within a group of respondent compared with the overall total. For 
a dichotomy distribution to be valid, at least one of the groups must record a gap that is greater than the overall 
gap. The higher the group gap compared to the overall gap, the stronger the extent of reliability of opinion 
expressed in that group. Despite migrant’s crime proclivity recording double group intervals (8.3, 4.8), migrant's 
integration received a more substantial boost (14.5) from migrant children's education. In other words, the 
provision of basic education for migrant children would impacts more on migrant integration than reducing 
migrant crime proclivity. 

 

Table 2. Integration and host community security from Migrant children’s education 

 2 α Degree of freedom Critical value 

Integration 11.2 0.025 2 8.5 

Host community security 10.2 0.025 1 6.1 

Source: Field report, 2018 

 

Table 2 represents the test of association between migrant children’s education, and migrant’s integration and host 
community’s benefit respectively. For both, the observed 2 surpassed the critical values. Inferences, thus, reveal 
that both migrant's integration and host community security are associated with the provision of basic education 
to migrant children in the locality. 

5.2 Acculturation of Migrants 

Migrants within Nigeria and those from neighbouring states are classified as intra-continental migrants. Content 
analysis of the interview responses is presented in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Coded preferences for acculturation 

Source: Field reports, 2018 

 

Figure 3 represents the coded preferences from a content analysis of interview responses of both non-Nigerian and 
Nigerian migrants within the local area. The measuring yardstick from reputable writers in acculturation (Ward & 
Kennedy, 1994; Berry, 1997; Ward & Rana-Deuba, 2009; Berry, 2005; Güzel & Glazer, 2019) was adopted as a 
guiding framework to measure the process of acculturation of the migrants. We found migrant acculturation in this 
area to be profoundly influenced by (1) migrant adaptation while unconsciously pursuing assimilation, (2) migrant 
tendency to blend original identity with local culture (3) strong identifications with the host community, and (4) 
migrant localising and interaction. In place of these, we extracted seven focal points, namely, cross marriage with 
host spouses, living among members of the migrant ethnic group only, residing among heterogeneous neighbours 
most of whom are likely to be members of the host community, and preference for grouping with local associations 
consisting of host community members and other ethnic groups. We also extracted migrant preferences for meals, 
dressing and language of the host community. In the end, both Nigerian and non-Nigerian migrants showed a high 
propensity to assimilate into the host community, given unique opportunities like the provision of basic education 
for their offspring. 

6. Discussion of Findings 

In this study, structural functionalism was carefully selected to explain the education needs of migrant children in 
Ife Central Local Government Area. This line of reasoning is needed to articulate the extent to which the continued 
peace and tranquillity of the local government area depends on accommodation and integration of the migrants. 
Structural Functionalism Theory explains the importance of functional prerequisites to the survival of a social 
system. Ife Central Local Government Area could be considered as a social system because its essence is to serve 
the members of Ile-Ife community. Local government, being the third level of government in Nigeria, is limited 
by relevant factors like funding, independence in decision-making and control of migration. Structural 
Functionalism Theory is therefore employed here to explain the survival of the local government area in the current 
influx of migrants. Out of four prerequisites mentioned by Talcott Parson (stated earlier), integration was 
extensively singled out in this study to explain: 

How the integration of migrant children was necessary as a means of support and security for Ile-Ife metropolis; 

How the migration could be linked to the development of the migrants’ children within the Ile-Ife community in 
general; and 

How the provisioning of education needs for migrants' children by ICLGA is of mutual benefit to both: whereas 
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the beneficiaries are invested with opportunities for personal survival in the positive direction, the benefactor’s 
aggregate human capital is multiplied according to the diversity of migrants. 

Therefore, the use of variable such as integration features extensively throughout the paper. The theories of 
migration that were carefully considered in this study included the neoclassical theory of migration (Hicks, 1932); 
new economics theory of migration (stark, 1991); World-systems theory (Massey et al. 1993; Sassen 1988; 
Skeldon 1997; Silver 2003); dual labour market theory (Massey et al., 1993); network concepts (Vertovec 2002; 
Dustmann and Glitz 2005); Macro versus micro-explanations (de Haas 2008). Functional prerequisites AGIL is 
closely related to de Haas (2008) macro and micro explanations of migration, which I think has contributed more 
to the understanding of migration problem.  

Attempts to explain the necessities for educating migrant children revealed the importance of education. The 
importance of basic education as was revealed in the literature is beyond the preparation of pupils for the higher 
challenges. It includes meeting the psychological and social needs of pupils. The study revealed that the education 
of migrant children was essential to secure the future of migrants’ children and the host community. The result of 
the inferential analysis that explored the significant relationship between education needs and benefits to the host 
community further strengthens the discoveries as to the critical reasons why migrants’ children should be supported. 
The study discovered that the migrants’ children need the service of psychologists to be able to cope in the new 
environment where they might be experiencing culture shock. We reckon with the oft-cited work of Oberg (1960, 
p. 142) on how culture shock may tend to lead to occupational diseases for especially children who suddenly got 
‘transplanted abroad’. This finding has found expression in many studies of note since the 'honeymoon' stage of 
culture shock often disappear very fast and get replaced by strain, fear of survival and rashness (Mumford, 1998; 
Smalley, 1963; Oberg, 1960). Thus it might be much more necessary to maintain the children in their present 
circumstances psychologically. It was revealed that the Local Government absorbed migrants’ children in the 
existing primary schools to facilitate their integration and inclusive processes. 

Furthermore, The importance of educating migrant children associates with integration. With education, the 
participants believe that it becomes progressively easier to integrate migrant children with other members of the 
community. The result of inferential analysis on the significant relationship between education needs and 
integration supported the notion that education needs can aid the integration of migrants’ children. This finding is 
in line with the submission of Allport (1954) who explored the crucial ingredients of integration of pupils to 
achieve equal status, common goal, contact and healthy competition. To achieve education and integration of 
migrant children, the fund must be available. Interview responses revealed that funding education needs of migrant 
children are a significant challenge. Respondents advocated for internally generated revenues instead of the 
existing funding from a statutory monthly allocation from the federation account, borrowing and other sources like 
grants, sales of bonds and treasury bills. This finding is perhaps a little surprising and, perhaps realistic. It runs 
contrary to the findings from some works that submitted that education is better funded from the statutory 
allocation (Khemani, 2001; Akeem, 2011; Ikeji, 2011; Oseni, 2012). For Olaiya, (2016), Lamidi and Fagbohun 
(2013) and Khemani (2001), the Nigerian local government can only fare better in service delivery with increased 
statutory allocation from the federation accounts. Nevertheless, the findings are in tandem with notable works like 
Ubogu (2011), who found that funding education in Nigeria should involve contributions from all stakeholders in 
the form of taxes and other internally generated revenue. Moreover, the findings of this study are realistic as it 
expresses the practical situation of economic recession currently affecting revenue inflow from the federation 
account due to collapse of crude oil prices from where over 90% of the funds accrued.  

Finally, existing research shows that continental nature of migration into North America, Europe and some parts 
of Asia plays a vital role in shaping the acculturation of the migrants (Redfield, Linton & Herskovits, 1935, Das, 
2019; Gindelsky, 2017; Beals, 1951; Kessler & Milligan, 2019; Thompson, 1948; Ahmmad & Adkins, 2019; Liu, 
2017; Kodja & Lebedeva, 2018; Groenewold & de Valk; Kodja & Ryabichenko, 2019). The common trend is that 
continental migrants reserve little or no option in acclimatising in the new environment. In other words, continental 
migrants often quickly adopt the cultural settings of the host community since they have few options to relate 
otherwise. Incidentally, this research found expressions with these classic and contemporary studies that, given 
unique chances of basic education for migrant children, intra-continental migration is not debased by acculturation. 
Thus, a migrant within the African continent is expected to find no problem with acculturation in cases where 
educating his or her children is guaranteed.  

7. Conclusion 

Regarded as Europe's dilemma in contemporary time, most documented pieces of evidence of the challenges posed 
by the influx of immigrants into host nations are gathered from European nations. The fact appears sacrosanct that 
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the influx and the attendant challenges of immigrants from the Middle East and North Africa are unprecedented 
and concentrated in that part of the world. Nevertheless, the excessive movement of people from crisis-ridden 
areas for economic and physical safety is arguably a global issue. Latent in the thesis of this study is the quest to 
explore the relationship between migration and educational development. As Olaiya (2020) and Skeldon (1997) 
argued, the relationship between migration and development is complex, multifocal, and yet intuitively simple. To 
underscore the points in this study, the notion of migration was conceptually defined; neither by the transitional 
movement of population from rural to urban societies nor by a population-mobility-induced transit from one 
society (usually economically or politically backward) to a more advanced one. We construed the movement of 
people motivated by economic strain, environmental conditions and human-induced violence as the operational 
connotation of migration. The complexity in 'development' was equally disaggregated into precisely focused 
dimensions of integration– which in itself is complex but simplified here to denote readiness to be accepted and 
actual acceptance by the social setting of the host community, Ile-Ife Metropolis. Development was also seen as 
the opportunity cost of migrant-related crimes. In other words, the study explores the investments that could be 
channeled today, not to acculturate the migrants particularly, but to ease their mutual existence from a multicultural 
perspective. 

The paper, therefore, concluded that total integration of migrants’ children would improve their welfare, sets a 
pace for future progress and prevent the children from committing crimes that could result in an undue clash with 
local inhabitants. The host community will benefit tremendously from the human capacity outputs of the migrants 
and their integration. The paper suggested, among others, that more investment from major international 
humanitarian institutions, in collaboration with the Local Government on education, remain a critical issue in 
ameliorating the education need of children. This will enhance the physical and emotional needs of the migrants’ 
children, social integration and proactively debar crime at the grassroots. 
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