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Abstract 

Many reasons such as social exclusion, economic insufficiency, and prejudice make it difficult for Gypsy 
children to reach qualified education and cause their expectations for the future to be minimized. Yet, it is 
considered that the property of “inclination to music”, linked especially with Gypsies, will positively affect the 
motivations of Gypsy children for the school and their academic achievement and thus music education and 
chorus education performed in this context will make considerable contributions to the education process of the 
children.  

In this context, with a pilot classroom selected from the 4th grades in a primary school all of whose students 
consist of Gypsy children, chorus education studies have been carried out for an academic year. In accordance 
with the results obtained from the research, it has been reached the end of the fact that chorus education studies 
have made positive contributions to the general education, cultural awareness and socialization process of Gypsy 
children included in the disadvantageous groups and presenting Gypsy children with the opportunities that they 
can turn the music permanently present in their daily lives into an advantage in educational terms is quite 
important.  

Keywords: disadvantageous group, gypsy children, chorus education 

1. Introduction 

The phenomenon of social exclusion, defined as individuals’ or groups’ partially or completely staying out of the 
society where they live in terms of spatial and social participation depending upon structural and personal 
realities or availing themselves of civil rights is a multi-dimensional “access” and “participation” problem 
including cultural, economic, social and political aspects such as cutting off ties with the labour market, not 
accessing services such as education and health and tarnishing social justice as a barrier in front of the access to 
equality of opportunity, social participation and services (Chakravarty, 2006; Akkan, Deniz, & Ertan, 2011, p. 23; 
Hekimler, 2012, p. 4; Akkan, Deniz, & Ertan, 2016, p. 116). The society hesitates over including 
disadvantageous groups under the risk of social exclusion and disadvantageous groups, due to their being 
exposed to social exclusion, have difficulty in adapting to the society, cannot get sufficient equipment and feel 
themselves insufficient (Genç, Taylan, & Barış, 2015, p. 84). The disadvantage, resulting from physical 
disabilities, social value systems and being deprived of knowledge and skill that the labour market demands, can 
cause the individual to experience physical and social disabilities and encounter discrimination during 
employment market entrance, working life and dismissal (Alp, 2014, p. 1; Klasen, 2016).  

One of the groups facing social exclusion and poverty in Turkey is by Gypsies having cultural norms different 
from the society. Gypsy emigration, considered to have started in India between 5th and 9th centuries, spread over 
Iran. It is accepted that Gypsies set foot in Anatolia over Syria and Armenia, they reached the east borders of 
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Byzantine Empire in the beginning of 11th century and they started to settle on the plateaus of Thrace from the 
first half of the 12th century and it is known that they spent settled life in Thrace in the Ottoman Period. Gypsies 
having settled in Turkey in the context of population exchange with Greece in the Republic Period has a 
considerable place in the population of Turkey (Taylan & Barış, 2015, p. 18; Uzpeder, Danova/Roussinova, 
Özçelik, & Gökçen, 2008, p. 15; Ünaldı, 2012, p. 617).  

Living mainly in Europe and Asia but existing in almost every part of the world, Gypsies are generally despised 
by the society they live in, called as swarthy citizen, drayman, copt, lom (Şener, 2006, pp. 230-237) and 
compared to the other sections of the society, they have considerable problems in accessing and utilizing civil 
rights, social acknowledgement, education, housing and employment (Genç, Taylan, & Barış, 2015, p. 84).  

Barry (1998) expresses that social inclusion such as to tarnish equality of opportunity in two respects as 
education and politics. Education is highly important to bring the individual in social participation and prestige. 
Yet, it is seen that disadvantageous groups, one of the most important factors affecting the development, cannot 
exactly avail themselves of education from their childhood years, become psychosocially excluded during their 
education and have difficulty in communicating with their surroundings (Cevizci et al., 2015, p. 40). In this 
context, Gypsies are the most leading groups experiencing the greatest social exclusion in terms of education in 
Turkey. Non-Gypsy families do not approve their children of having education with Gypsy children in the same 
institutions, and in this situation, Gypsy children attend the schools where only Gypsies have education and their 
social exclusion increases. In addition, it is observed that absence from school is at a high level among Gypsy 
children, there are illiterate ones even among children attending the fourth grade and the children go to seasonal 
work with their families having no regular income and thus they leave their education.  

Many reasons such as social exclusion, economical insufficiencies and prejudice make it difficult for Gypsy 
children to reach qualified education and these reasons cause their expectations for the future to become 
minimised. Yet, it is considered that the property of “inclination to music” linked especially with Gypsies and 
their identity and statues they have due to their musicianship (Sağer & Mustan Dönmez, 2012; Kılınçer & 
Mustan Dönmez, 2013) will positively affect Gypsy children’s motivations towards school, their school 
attendance and academic achievement and for that reason music education and in this context chorus education 
will make considerable contributions to the education process of Gypsy children.  

Chorus education, the functions of which are centralised in five main sets as social, individual, cultural, 
economic and educational ones, is a specific whole within music education (Uçan, 2001, p. 35). Chorus 
education, being a basis mainly to voice training and having the target of bringing in the behaviours regarding 
correct voice production and using correct voice, in accordance with the main principles and aims of 
contemporary music education, aims for a common singing style to be established and popularized (Sökezoğlu, 
2012, p. 259; Çevik, 2001, p. 67). In chorus education implemented in accordance with these aims, generally 
body softness and comfort, breath and voice training, singing education, audince and rhythm education and 
educations of acquiring music culture are realized (Türkmen, 2012, p. 277). In addition to general music 
education they have in the framework of chorus education, chorus members acquire the habit of working 
collectively by singing together, socialize by making friends, comprehend the necessity of democratic values in 
society and their self-confidence increases (Apaydın, 2001, p. 135).  

Egüz (1981) expresses that music is one of the strongest social ties and ballads and songs are the ties making 
generations and even societies closing up to each other. For that reason, it is considered necessary to take steps 
that will support the personality development and socialization processes of those children growing up in 
disadvantageous conditions due to many reasons such as social exclusion, economic deficiencies and prejudice 
and it is thought that, while bringing the groups not reaching qualified education in the society, chorus education, 
directly or indirectly, will be an important and effective tool.  

Based upon this thought, it has been planned to establish a music workshop involving Gypsy children in the 
primary school stage and including group music education towards the education of the children of this age 
group and prepared with this aim, the project named “Music Workshops for Gypsy Children” (ROCMA) with 
the no. OUAP 2015/16 accepted by Uludağ University Scientific Research Projects Unit has been put into 
practice in cooperation with Uludağ University and Federation of Bursa Central Gypsy Associations. 

In the context of the project, with one pilot classroom each selected by first and fourth grades in a primary school 
which is located in Mustafakemalpaşa District of Bursa Province and the whole population of which consists of 
Gypsy children, two independent educators have performed their music studies as two course hours a week.  
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In this study, in the process of chorus education performed within music workshop programme prepared with 
fourth grade students consisting of Gypsy children attending Güner Şen Pamukçu Primary School in 
Mustafakemalpaşa District of Bursa Province and defined as disadvantageous group, it has been aimed to 
identify various social, cultural and educational behaviour manners that they exhibit inside and outside of the 
classroom and to reveal the differentiation the students experience in the process following the provided 
education and depending upon the aim of the study, the following questions have been searched for an answer:  

1) What are the contributions of the chorus activities performed within the context of Music Workshop 
programme to the social relationships and communicative skills of the students in the disadvantageous 
group?  

2) What are the contributions of the chorus activities performed within the context of Music Workshop 
programme to the general education process of the students in the disadvantageous group?  

3) What are the contributions of the chorus activities performed within the context of Music Workshop 
programme to the musical knowledge and skills of the students in the disadvantageous group?  

4) What are the contributions of the performed chorus education to the cultural awareness of 
disadvantageous students? 

5) What are the impacts and contributions of the participant observant to the application process? 

2. Method 

In this chapter, information related to the model of the research, the sample of it and obtaining data have been 
included.  

2.1 The Pattern of the Research 

Qualitative research method has been used in this study. Qualitative research is the interpretivist research 
approach based on observing multiple subjective data types and individuals in their own natural environment, 
being for revealing perception and events in a realistic and integrated way and preferred with regard to 
understanding researchers’ emotions and cognition in a better way (Christensen, Johnson, & A. Turner, 2015, p. 
54; Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2006, p. 39). 

2.2 The Group of the Study 

Restricted universe has been used in the study. Restricted universe is the one that can be reached. Studies are 
carried out over the restricted universe and their results are generalized only to this restricted universe. Gypsy 
children having education at Güner Şen Pamukçu Primary School in Mustafakemalpaşa District of Bursa 
Province in 2015-2016 academic year compose the universe of this study.  

In the research, data have been obtained from the students of 4/A class of Güner Şen Pamukçu Primary School in 
Mustafakemalpaşa District of Bursa Province selected by using convenience sampling, one of the purposeful 
sampling methods. Convenience sampling, due to the researcher’s choosing a close and easily accessible 
situation, brings the researcher in speed and practicality (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2006, p. 113).  

In official records, in 4/A class, there are thirty-two students, nineteen of whom are girls (one of them is 
inclusive) and thirteen of whom are boys. Five students haven’t attended the school for the year round and two 
students haven’t attended the school for the second term. Demographic information regarding the students of 4/A 
class have been included in Table 1. Information in the table, on the grounds that they will not be handed in after 
they have been filled out by parents, has been presented to the researcher after having been filled out by the class 
teacher. In addition, it has been reached the information that the information of twelve students the demographic 
information of whom is not included in the table is not available in the teacher, either.  

 

Table 1. 4/A class demographic information 

No Year of Birth Number of Siblings Occupation (Father) Occupation (Mother) 

1 2006 3 Artisan Artisan 

2 2007 3 Artisan Do Not Work 

3 2007 3 Junk Dealer Do Not Work 

4 2006 3 Raising Livestock Do Not Work 

5 2005 3 Junk Dealer Do Not Work 
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6 2005 - Unemployed Do Not Work 

7 2004 5 Raising Livestock Do Not Work 

8 2006 4 Raising Livestock Do Not Work 

9 2007 - Unemployed Do Not Work 

10 2007 3 Worker Do Not Work 

11 2005 2 Junk Dealer Workers 

12 2006 2 Stallholder Do Not Work 

13 2006 2 Stallholder Do Not Work 

14 2007 4 Artisan Do Not Work 

15 2006 3 Worker Do Not Work 

16 2005 4 Junk Dealer Workers 

17 2006 4 Junk Dealer Do Not Work 

18 2007 3 Worker Do Not Work 

19 2005 3 Porter Do Not Work 

20 2006 3 Porter Do Not Work 

21 2005 3 Not Alive Do Not Work 

22 2006 2 Raising Livestock Do Not Work 

23 2005 3 Junk Dealer Do Not Work 

24 2005 4 Stallholder Do Not Work 

25 2006 3 Raising Livestock Do Not Work 

 

As seen in Table 1, ten of the students were born in 2006, six of them were born in 2007, eight of them were 
born in 2005 and one of them was born in 2004. Thirteen students have got three siblings, one student has got 
five siblings, four students have got two siblings, and five students have got four siblings. Again, considering the 
professions of the students’ fathers, it is seen that three of them are artisans, six of them are junk dealers, three of 
them are stallholders, three of them are workers, two of them are porters, two of them are unemployed, five of 
them deal with raising livestock and the father of a child is not alive. However, it has been reached the 
information that two of the mothers are workers, one of them is an artisan and the other mothers do not work.  

2.3 Application 

All of the applications towards the research have been performed in Güner Şen Pamukçu Primary School in 
Mustafa Kemal District of Bursa Province. All of the students of the school in a neighbourhood consisting of 
Gypsy people are Gypsies. The school is rather old and needs maintenance. As there is no study hall appropriate 
for the necessities of the chorus education, all of the studies have been performed in 4/A class.  

Studies have started in November in 2015/2016 academic year and have been performed on every Friday 
between 10:15-12:00. Keyboard has been brought to the classroom for the studies every week. In addition, for 
piano accompanied studies, piano accompanied records of the songs have been previously made and 
accompanied studies have been performed via amp.  

2.4 Data Collecting Tools  

With the aim of data collecting in the research, the following tools have been used: 

 Children-family information form with the aim of reaching demographic information of children and 
family,  

 Attendance list with the aim of determining the continuity of the participation in the study, 

 Structured observation form with the aim of using it in the analysis of the video records regarding 
applications, 
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 Social validity interview form used in the interviews with the teachers and the principals of the institute 
with the aim of determining the effect of the performed applications on the students and their opinions 
regarding the application,  

 Reliability form among the observants with the aim of determining whether the video analyses regarding 
the applications have been recorded by the observant properly or not.  

2.5 Gathering and Analysing the Data  

Data have been gathered as participant observant in the natural environment of the study. Courses covered 
throughout an academic year with the aim of later performing the analysis of the data in a detailed way have 
been recorded with a video camera. 

In this study, in addition to the participant observation, interviews have been made with the class teacher and the 
principals of the institute for social validity, the interviews made have been recorded and also, data have been 
simultaneously recorded into the semi-structured interview form. In semi-structured interviews, with the 
questions he/she has previously determined, the researcher can affect the flow of the interview depending upon 
the flow of the interview. The researcher gives the interviewee an opportunity to answer the questions in his/her 
own flexibility (Türnüklü, 2000, p. 547).  

2.6 The Analysis of the Data  

The analysis of the video recordings recorded through the activity has been performed within the framework of 
the common opinions of the participant observant and the other non-participant observant research team’s 
member with the coding list formed according to the dimensions determined previously. Considering the 
determined categories and codes, with systematic analysis method, in the first month, the first video and the third 
video have been analysed, in the following months, the third video of each month has been analysed and in the 
last month, in addition to the third video, rehearsal and concert videos have been analysed. Systematic analysis is 
presented with a descriptive approach and themes and relations between themes are determined (Yıldırım & 
Şimşek, 2006, p. 224). The data obtained from this research have been split into categories, coded and 
interpreted by analysing. 

3. Results 

In this chapter, video analyses and results obtained from the interviews made have been included. 

3.1 Regarding the Contribution of the Chorus Activities Performed within the Context of Music Workshop 
Programme to the Social Relationships and Communicative Skills of the Students in the Disadvantageous Group 

It has been observed that the communicative skills of the students are rather poor. It has been determined that 
they have difficulty in expressing themselves orally and that their speaking skills are poor. It has been observed 
that there is grouping both inside the classroom and outside of it and that the students, despite their being 
disadvantageous, isolate the more disadvantageous groups in themselves, do not sit with them and do not get in 
contact with them. The students of different gender do not want to sit together and see this as a shame. It has 
been seen that they have not been able to make progress in communicative skills following the process. It has 
been determined that from the third month, the situation of feeling discomfort with sitting together of the 
students of different gender has decreased but socio-economic exclusions have continued. 

In the second term, with the start of concert preparations, it has been seen that there have been positive changes 
in the social relationships of the students attending the studies regularly such as studying together, being 
systematic and disciplined and adapting to the environment. 

3.2 Results Regarding the Contribution of the Chorus Activities Performed within the Context of Music 
Workshop Programme to the General Education Process of the Students in the Disadvantageous Group  

It has been seen that, especially with the second term, the number of students with perfect attendance in the 
classroom has decreased. In accordance with the information obtained from the interviews made with the 
principal of the institute and the class teacher, the information has been obtained that in spring months, 
especially in seasonal working period, students go out of town with their families and for that reason, absence 
increases. It has been determined that school-wide, course attendance has been rather low on Fridays but the 
attendance of the students in the group where chorus activities have been performed has been fairly high in 
proportion to the students in peer classrooms. 

It has been seen that in getting in line, getting a command and adjusting themselves to these commands with the 
hand signs shown, the students have had great difficulty in terms of adapting, especially in the first two months; 
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in the following months, they have applied the commands more easily; they have acquired the property of 
repeating the commands given especially in the studies of the last two months with the group. 

However, it has been determined that they have had great difficulty in acting with the group in the first months 
and in the following months, they have acquired the property of acting together. In addition, with the start of the 
concert studies, it has been determined that students’ senses of belonging and motivations have made progress in 
a positive way.  

3.3 Results Regarding the Contribution of the Chorus Activities Performed within the Context of Music 
Workshop Programme to the Musical Knowledge and Skills of the Students in the Disadvantageous Group 

3.3.1 Body Softness and Comfort 

In the first weeks of the study, body comfort and softening studies, breathing games, pastiche studies and studies 
of rhythm with lyrics have been performed and it has been observed that students have been eager to perform the 
studies. Yet, especially in the first months, it has been determined that they have had difficulty in acting together 
in accordance with the commands given in these studies, and generally all of the students have had adaptation 
difficulty in starting and finishing the exercises together. From the third month, it has been seen that they have 
more easily adapted to the commands given related to these studies.  

3.3.2 Rhythm Studies  

From the first month, the studies of one-word beat and rhythm with lyrics have been started and in the third 
month, two-word beat and rhythm with lyrics have been added. It has been seen that the students have performed 
the studies of one-word beat and rhythm with lyrics at a good level in individual and group works. Considering 
the readiness levels, the studies of three-word beat and rhythm with lyrics have been started with the second term 
and it has been determined that only three students have been able to perform these studies individually and 
togetherness have not been provided.  

3.3.3 Audince Studies  

Along with two-word beat and rhythm studies, audince education with one-note have been started to perform and 
it has been seen that all of the students have had difficulty in repeating the sound rising from the keyboard. With 
the second term, two-note audince studies have been started. Yet, it has been determined that only three students 
have become successful in two-note repeating. As for three-note audince studies, none of the students have been 
able to achieve success.  

3.3.4 Voice Training Studies 

Within the context of voice training studies, primarily from the first month, the studies of legato in rising tones 
have been started to perform. It has been determined that, in the beginning of the studies, the students have had 
difficulty in repeating the melody and starting and finishing music phrases together, in the second month, they 
have started to sing the melodies they hear in a cleaner way generally and with the start of one-note and two-note 
audince studies, they have sung the melody repetitions in a clean way.  

With the voice training studies, pre-determined nursery rhymes have been started to train with the teaching by 
ear method. Yet, it has been determined that two of the students are completely illiterate and the others do not 
have a fluent reading and writing skill. For that reason, the studies have followed a slower course than 
anticipated. It has been determined that although the students have had troubles with literacy, they have had great 
pleasure at singing the songs in different languages but they have had trouble with the pronunciation.  

It has been seen that the students have enjoyed vocalizing especially ballad arrangements and moving songs. It 
has been seen that although chorus courses have been performed with keyboard and for that reason, they have 
not been unfamiliar with the sound of the keyboard, they have had difficulty in piano-accompanied vocalizing 
the songs in the beginning but they have enjoyed accompanied studying and in the following studies, the great 
majority of the classroom has acquired the piano-accompanied singing skill. However, it has been determined 
that all of the students have had great pleasure at singing with the group.  

It has been determined that the students have not been able to become successful in tone studies and they have 
not been able to apply the tones in the songs either, they have acquired trolling as a habit and trolling habit of the 
majority of the students have not shown a great alteration in a positive way.   
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3.4 Results Regarding the Contribution of the Performed Chorus Education to the Cultural Awareness of the 
Disadvantageous Students 

It has been seen that the students in this group that have not encountered the samples of educational music in 
their previous educations have had pleasure at vocalizing ballad arrangements belonging to our national music 
genres and the music genres belonging to different cultures.  

In addition, in consideration of the results obtained from the interview made with the class teacher and the 
participant observant, it has been determined that the families of some students have been asked for their 
children’s not participating in a concert not including Gypsy music in an event where Gypsy audiences are, but 
the students have been eager to participate in the concert and exhibit the performed studies and in the rehearsals 
for the concert and concert event, they have acted with the common musical behaviour and values. 

3.5 Results Regarding the Impact and Contribution of the Participant Observant to the Application Process 

It has been determined that the students’ relations with the teacher of chorus course running the studies as the 
participant observant have been positive, the students have made an effort to apply the instructions of the teacher 
and the teacher’s using keyboard during the course have affected the motivation of the students towards the 
course positively.  

In addition, the participant observant’s having defined a target for the students in the beginning of the year and 
having shared his/her targets with the students as well and having tried to enable them to feel important as a 
chorist have increased the motivations of the students towards the chorus studies to the high level and this 
situation have affected the continuity of the course attendance positively. However, from the interviews made 
with the institute principal and the class teacher, it has been determined that students’ becoming a part of the 
project have led them to feel themselves more important in the peer groups.  

4. Discussion 

Conclusions obtained from the research were discussed in this section and some recommendations were created 
as follows:  

The place of the Gypsy children in the social structure must not be ignored, continuity in the compulsory 
education process and their completing this education process in the same conditions with the other members of 
the society in a good way must be provided. 

It is seen that generally, Gypsy families do not attach due importance to their children’s formal education and 
accordingly, their children do not have any expectations from the education and their education is left 
half-finished due to many reasons such as early marriage. Facing with poverty and deprivation, Gypsy children’s 
getting the most out of rights to education must be provided, education policies must be arranged towards the 
continuity of their education and by providing aforementioned children and their families with good guidance 
services, the increase of their awareness of continuing education must be provided.  

It is highly important that the Gypsy children in the disadvantageous groups be presented with the opportunities 
with which they can reveal their talents and turn the music continuously existing in their daily lives into an 
advantage in educational terms. With this aim, in the general education process, it is considered necessary that 
music education, especially chorus education, be attached particular importance. Because chorus education 
performed within the context of general music education introduces the child to the qualified music education in 
a short time, brings the child in the responsibility of working individually and collectively and provides 
considerable contributions to his/her acquiring collective working order and discipline and socializing process. 

Music is considered as one of the strongest social ties in the society. For a nation to integrate, vocal unity in that 
community is needed. For that reason, choruses are among the most important communities that enable the unity 
and solidarity to reach high levels and reinforce them (Yener, 2001, p. 85). With the aim of gaining a seat in the 
society, not being excluded and integrating of Gypsies, having a considerable population in Turkey, it is 
considered necessary that music, with its uniting aspect, gain a privileged seat in the educations of Gypsy 
children. With this aim, considered as their strong sides in every step of their compulsory education, Gypsy 
children’s music education must be performed by the domain experts and considered as having an efficient role 
in their social and cultural formation, chorus education must be enabled to be always involved in the music 
education process.  
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