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Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to examine the vocabulary included in listening texts in the textbooks used in 
teaching Turkish to foreigners according to their types. The study was limited to New Istanbul Turkish For 
International Students Course Book—A1 level. Accordingly, a total of eighteen listening texts in six units were 
analyzed. The document analysis method was used in the study. For this purpose, the words in the listening texts 
were analyzed as nouns, verbs, and phrases according to the distinction in the word list in the source of the study. 
In the analysis of the texts, the word types in the listening texts were compared with the word list shared with the 
reader at the end of each unit, and this ratio was reflected in the word types of tables with numerical values. 
Accordingly, a total of 592 words were included in eighteen listening texts. Of these, 429 are nouns, 129 are 
verbs and 34 are phrases. While a total of 957-word types are included in the word lists given in the book, 754 of 
them are nouns, 179 of them are verbs and 24 of them are phrases. When the word types within the listening 
texts in the book were analyzed, it was found that 149 out of 592-word types were used again. Another 
comparison is related to common uses. The word types in the listening texts were compared with the word lists 
in the textbook and 137 common word types were found. When at the distribution of word type preferences in 
the listening texts from the first unit to the last unit, it is observed that nouns, verbs, and phrases are partially 
distributed in a balanced way. 
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1. Introduction 

Language is an expression that affects the lives of society and people, integrates innovations with society; a 
system of secret agreements that brings together feelings, thoughts, information, and news with individuals; an 
oral and written communication system that provides interaction between people and is also the carrier of culture. 
Language, a social entity constantly developing and changing within its own rules, is an indicator of human 
thought and intelligence, the foundation of which was laid in unknown times. As such, language is the art of 
communication in its most basic sense. Language, which is part of a sociocultural learning tool, is an effort to 
make sense of the world in which human beings live. The individual, who is socialized through language, 
transforms this effort into learning areas by interacting with his/her environment. These areas overlap with 
Schieffelin and Ochs’ (1986, p. 163) goals of “socialization” in order to be able to use language and 
“socialization through the use of language” within the scope of language socialization. In the process of mother 
tongue acquisition, people who can access language use through the natural course of life may exhibit a partially 
passive attitude in this process. This period, which is spent silently to assimilate or acquire language sounds, can 
also be considered the incubation phase (Karakuş Tayşi, 2017). In this period, the individual’s innate ability to 
use the language turns into active production over time through physical maturation and observation/imitation. 
Language learning is a concept formed by the gradual development of language proficiency and language skills. 
Karatay (2011, p. 21) states that being proficient in any language is explained by an individual’s ability to use 
basic language skills based on understanding and expression effectively. Accordingly, while listening and 
reading constitute comprehension skills, speaking and writing are competencies related to expression. In reading 
and writing skills, the individual naturally does not interact much with his/her environment, whereas he/she is 
generally more active in listening and speaking skills. When basic language skills are examined, it is noticeable 
that listening and speaking skills are learned from family and close environments while reading and writing 
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skills are taught by educational institutions. In other words, the individual interacts more with his/her 
environment both physically and mentally during listening and speaking. Demircan (2013, p. 6) explained the 
reasons for people to learn a foreign language as follows: “It is necessary to learn international common 
languages other than the mother tongue in order to establish and carry out all kinds of bilateral and multiple 
relations in the fields of trade, economy, politics, military service, science, work, tourism, education, culture, art, 
communication at individual, institutional, national level among people, societies and nations” and emphasized 
the importance of language teaching depending on the changing living conditions today. 

Turkey, which has been hosting international students from all over the world for many years, was able to 
receive 40 thousand applications in 2012 and 165 thousand applications from 178 countries in 2021 with the 
scholarships (Turkey Scholarships Programme). According to the official number for the 2021−2022 period, 
260,289 students are studying at Turkish universities. Considering all these, teaching Turkish as a foreign and 
second language is gaining importance day by day, and the textbooks created by researchers in the process 
become much more important in terms of the linguistic qualities they contain. 

2. Listening 

Listening is the most frequently used skill type among language skills. This is because listening, unlike hearing, 
is a language skill that starts to be acquired from the womb and is the ability to recognize and understand what 
other individuals say. Because listening is the first mother tongue and comprehension activity in the child’s life 
(Sever, 1997, p. 11). Schmitt (2010) defines listening as a skill that involves making sense of the spoken 
language with the help of the relevant prior knowledge and the context in which we listen, accompanied by the 
sounds and visual inputs around us, and according to Jafari and Hashim (2015), listening acts as a channel for 
comprehensible inputs to reach the individual and meets more than 50% of the interpretation time that students 
spend in foreign language learning processes. According to a study, humans spend 9% of a day writing, 16% 
reading, 30% speaking, and 45% listening (Buzan, 2001, p. 97). According to Tüm (2016, p. 125), in the first 
stages of learning, the primary skills that the learner is exposed to the target language while learning a foreign 
language are receptive skills, which are reading and listening. Listening skill can be defined as making sense of 
physically heard information in the brain (Mete & Bağcı Ayrancı, 2016, p. 4961). For this reason, listening is 
extremely important for the learner to recognize the words s/he hears and to perceive and apply their 
pronunciation features correctly. Listening, which is in the first place according to the order in which the 
individual acquires learning skills and, in this respect, forms the basis of language skills, is the activity of clearly 
understanding the message that the speaker wants to give and reacting to the stimulus in question (Demirel, 1999, 
p. 33; Doğan & Erdem, 2017; Sarikaya, 2018; Özkan & Başkan, 2019). 

If the definitions made at a common point are combined; listening, unlike hearing, is a language activity that is 
one of the four basic functions of language, involves interpersonal communication, is done for a specific purpose 
and reflects the freedom of choice, is intertwined with the complex processes of the human brain, and can be 
learned. Listening in daily life takes place as individual, interpersonal, and group listening (Doğan, 2013, p. 29). 
In listening, which is divided into two structures as interactive and non-interactive listening, interactive is 
defined as the listener’s response to a message that reaches him/her, while non-interactive implies the opposite 
situation. The situation of the listener during a conversation is an example of interactive listening, while the 
situation of an individual listening to television or radio is an example of non-interactive listening. Turkish 
textbooks prepared for foreign students can provide basic language skills in different ways. While some of these 
books provide grammar skills separately, others aim to teach them in an integrated manner. The listening 
learning field is transferred to both the instructor and the student with both CD and QR code in each text; 
listening/watching texts are presented separately in some publications and a complete form at the end of the 
book. 

3. Method 

This study was conducted according to the qualitative research method. Qualitative research is obtained by 
observing, interviewing, or evaluating documents, and developing theories by analyzing this information 
(Özdemir, 2010). Söylemez (2018, p. 352) states that qualitative research has six characteristics. These are: 
sensitivity to the natural environment, the participatory role of the researcher, holistic approach, revealing 
perceptions, flexibility in research design, and inductive analysis. When the literature is examined, it is seen that 
three methods are preferred as information collection methods in qualitative research: Interviews, observation, 
and analysis of written documents. In this research, document analysis was used. Document analysis involves the 
analysis of written materials containing information about the phenomenon or phenomena to be investigated 
(Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2005, p. 187). 
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Figure 5. T
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Figure 6. T
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