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Abstract 

The objectives of this research were 1) to study creative economy learning approaches to promote sustainable 

citizenship for secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, 

Thailand, and 2) to design guidelines for creative economy learning management to promote sustainable 

citizenship. for secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, 

Thailand, and 3) to study the results of using creative economy learning management approaches to promote 

sustainable citizenship for secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development 

Zones, Thailand. The research was action research. Samples in this research included 1) a group of 15 people 

who provided information on creative economy learning with the selection based on purposive sampling, 2) a 

group of 7 people who evaluate learning innovations with selection based on purposive sampling and 3) learning 

innovation trial group including 299 secondary school students with selection based on simple random sampling, 

coming up with a total of 321 students. The research tools included 1) a semi-unstructured interview form, 2) a 

form to evaluate the effectiveness of learning management approaches, and 3) a sustainable citizenship 

assessment form. The research results revealed that. 

1. The study on creative economy learning approaches to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school 

students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand revealed that creative economy 

learning management is an integration of creative economy concepts and a basis for learning for students to 

focus on skills, knowledge and understanding of the economic system with a production system of products and 

services that rely on the existing experiences and knowledge base. This can be done by making use of cultural 

resources, including economy, traditions, ways of life, and ways of living, combined with knowledge. creativity 

and technology level to lead to the appropriate upgrading of one's own economic system. The creative economy 

learning management to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school students in the Upper Northern 

Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand will require promotion to bring about learning competency in 4 

areas, consisting of 1) Competency regarding Community Engaged Learning 2) Economic Literacy Competency 

3) Competency regarding Environmental Awareness and Green Citizenship and 4) Competency regarding 

Creative Economy Innovation Development. 

2. Designing creative economy learning guidelines to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school 

students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand, it was found that the researcher 

had designed a learning plan that integrated creative economy learning methods. It is designed as a lesson plan 

for the creative economy by using the area-based learning cycle teaching strategy (AAAR Teaching Approach) 

of Mangkhang (2023) together with creative community economics learning activities for 12 class periods, with 

evaluation results for the overall quality at the most appropriate level. 

3. The study on the results of using creative economics learning management approaches to promote sustainable 

citizenship for secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, 

Thailand revealed that the level of students' sustainable citizenship in an overall picture was at the highest level. 

Keywords: creative economy learning management, sustainable citizenship, special economic development 



http://hes.ccsenet.org Higher Education Studies Vol. 14, No. 2; 2024 

15 

 

zones, social studies, Vlog media 

1. Introduction 

Under the challenges of national development that must be faced in the next period in terms of transitioning to 

the digital age, international cooperation in reducing greenhouse gases, changing the population structure into an 

aging society, international conflicts, risks to food and energy security, emerging diseases and epidemics amidst 

such a highly uncertain situation, the 13th Development Plan has set the development direction based on four 

important principles, namely the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy, Resilience Concepts, United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and the BCG (Bio-Circular-Green Economy) economic model to reach 

the main objectives of the development plan. This is to "transform" Thailand into a "progressive society with the 

economy creating sustainable values” (National Strategy 2018-2027). 

Regarding the concept of Goal 4 for Sustainable Development (SDGs), the concept of Area Based Education and 

the philosophy of Sufficiency Economy aim to create an equitable and inclusive education system. They promote 

lifelong learning of citizens of the world to reach international principles for quality higher education and 

develop learning skills that can be incorporated into their local communities. This relies on the environment as 

an important lesson in integrating learning in other fields of study. One of the approaches is to collect community 

experiences that arise from the analysis of the master curriculum to be used in designing local curriculum or a 

learning method that uses social phenomena as a basis to complement the national core curriculum and provide 

learning experiences in which localities and communities participate in every dimension and use them as a 

guideline for organizing teaching and learning to be consistent with the conditions and needs of area-based 

communities and imaginary communities that creates meaningful learning processes and reinforce desired 

citizenship for all learners (United Nation, 2015; Kaewpanya, Mangkhang, & Dibyamandala, 2021; Mangkhang, 

Yimsawat, Nettip, & Kaewpanya, 2021) Sustainable development is development that focuses on creating 

balance in 3 dimensions: economy, society, and environment by developing every dimension. They are all 

interrelated and related to the three dimensions of sustainable development, namely (1) sustainable economic 

development (Sustainable Economic Development), (2) sustainable social development (Sustainable Social 

Development) and (3) development. Sustainable environmental development (Laoha, 2018) is a response to the 

rapidly changing circumstances of the global society (Disruption Society), which has a direct impact on the way 

of life of people in the present era broadly and it is very necessary to have guidelines for changing social 

behavior in various forms, such as education, occupations, communication, etc, according to the trend of 

changing occurring continuously. 

Social disruption is a phenomenon in which humans try to adapt to a society that has undergone drastic changes 

with traditional beliefs that are deteriorating. Society is facing a new phenomenon arising from migration natural 

disasters, the environment, technology, population reduction, economy, politics, and epidemics which are 

situations in which humans have changed their way of living in the future (Beck, 2017). The condition of society 

has changed (The Transformational Society). Society has changed the basic paradigm, which will be a challenge 

during the call for society to preserve but at the same time value new technology (Bezold, 2009). This 

phenomenon is what causes the education system to be revisited and prepare students for the possibilities in 

various dimensions that will occur to global citizens, whether they are climatic changes, epidemic situations, 

artificial intelligence that replaces human resources in the production system, or the interactions of people that 

have changed. All of these things will have an impact on people's lifestyles that will completely change in the 

future (Mangkhang & Kaewpanya, 2021). The world is moving towards a world without borders. There is no 

boundary in accessing information and communication with convenience and speed. Modern technology media 

plays a role in the lives of people of all ages, especially teenagers. There is a rapid spread of various media and 

information technologies. Messages are sent and received through the use of various communication devices 

such as TVs, phones, tablets, computers, etc. (National Statistical Office, 2018) The use of digital technology is 

part of larger human behaviors influenced by the belief system and value orientations that society at large has 

established. From the results of the survey on the use of technology for education by the Basic Education 

Commission, it was found that technology is something that will help increase educational opportunities 

conveniently, quickly, timely, and thoroughly in learners of all genders, all ages, and all educational systems for 

formal education, non-formal and informal education. If technology is used correctly and the benefits are known. 

The use of technology can be used as a tool for organizing effective teaching and learning and creating equality 

in receiving various news, convenient, fast, and keeping up with the world situation regularly with no limit in 

learning. (Ministry of Education, 2015). Educational management must be adapted to develop citizens with 

knowledge and knowledge to keep up with changes in society and to be able to live a balanced life  

From reviewing the vision of the 2008 Basic Education Core Curriculum, has focused on developing all learners, 
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who are the strength of the nation to be human being who is balanced in terms of body, knowledge, morality, and 

awareness of being a Thai citizen and a citizen of the world. They are also developed to adhere to democratic 

governance with the King as Head of the State, have the basic knowledge and skills, and attitudes necessary for 

further study, careers, and lifelong education with a focus on learners, based on the belief that everyone can learn 

and develop themselves according to their potential. (Ministry of Education, 2008). For the aspect of creating 

opportunities and equality according to the 20-year national strategy of 2018-2037, there are important 

development goals that place importance on drawing on the power of various sectors, including the private sector, 

civil society, and local communities to join in driving by supporting the gathering of people to think together and 

act for the common interest (Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board, 2018). In 

educational management, we, therefore, must focus on integrating area-based identity in the community as a 

basis for learning management whereby there are various learning dimensions such as community economics, 

community culture, community economy, etc. This knowledge wholly exists in students' areas, and it is very 

beneficial to use it to manage learning for students to create a learning process for sustainable citizenship of the 

locality. 

According to the announcement of the Special Economic Development Zone Policy Committee No. 2/2015 

regarding determining the area of the Special Economic Development Zones, Phase 2, the areas of Chiang 

Khong District, Chiang Saen District, and Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province have been designated as 

"Chiang Rai Special Economic Development Zones" resulting in the development of guidelines for developing 

the area of Chiang Rai province to be ready for economic development in various dimensions. The establishment 

of a special economic zone is considered an important area-based development and is specific according to the 

law for the benefit of promoting, supporting, and facilitating, including granting certain privileges in operating 

various businesses such as industry, commerce, services, or any other activities that are beneficial to the national 

economy (Sukkasem, 2014). As a result, Chiang Rai province must prepare for sustainable citizenship in the 

province with knowledge, and understanding of the development of the Chiang Rai Special Economic 

Development Zone so that people will become aware of the important role in driving such policy together with 

the government and private agencies to coordinate the power to develop the economy of Chiang Rai Province to 

progress. 

The important goals of the social studies learning group are to help learners have knowledge and understanding 

of human life both as individuals and living together in society, adapt to the environment, manage limited 

available resources, understand the development and changes according to age, time according to various factors, 

gain an understanding of oneself and others, be patient, tolerant, accept differences, and have morality. They can 

apply knowledge in life and be a good citizen of the nation and world society (Ministry of Education, 2008). 

Effective social studies learning should promote learning and basic concepts by using the educational methods of 

social sciences in dealing with various issues and problems, reflective thinking, social critique, and practice and 

they can develop oneself as a member of society to be a good citizen valuable to society and able to live happily 

with others (Michaelis & Garcia, 1996). In addition, this must rely on the concept of area-based learning, which 

is an educational management that is based primarily on local problems and needs to achieve sustainable 

development in local communities The focus is on the participation of individuals involved in education and 

local communities. Learning management must be adjusted to respond to the ways of each community in each 

area related to fragile problems and crises that are occurring in the community and place importance on finding 

solutions for managing society as a process for students. This will affect the students' strong citizenship. and the 

connection of students with their own communities, resulting in “community innovation” for maintaining 

community ways in the future. This must arise from the characteristics within students who want to play a role as 

a member of society in looking after and maintaining their own local society. 

From reviewing the concept of learning for changes which is education for profound changes to enable students 

to become aware of their own inner world consisting of thoughts, feelings, beliefs, attitudes, views of the world, 

and life, including behaviors in daily life at each moment, this awareness will enable students to progress 

towards developing themselves into complete people and continue to create good interactions with the conditions 

of life and the surrounding environment in a mutually supportive manner. The goal of learning for changes is 

changing the framework of beliefs, perception hypothesis, thought, intention, expectations which influence how 

we perceive and give meaning to experiences until it leads to sustainable citizenship that aims to participate in 

the situation of society and expands the scope of awareness of sustainable citizenship in 3 dimensions, namely 1) 

expanding the scope of time awareness by concerning about equality and equality in various dimensions in the 

past, present and future impacts 2) expanding the scope of area-based awareness by having responsibility on a 

global level, not just in one's own country; and 3) expanding the scope of ethical awareness by focusing on 
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responsibilities for nature, society, the environment, humanity and all living things (Mezirow, 2003; Thana 

Nilchaikowit, et al., 2009; Jaufar, 2021). This is an educational concept that focuses on creating a learning 

process that creates changes from the thinking structure and consciousness of students and is translated into 

behavior that aims to thoroughly seek knowledge around us with various perspectives such as the economy in the 

community, local culture, beliefs, traditions, etc., which are all general knowledge surrounding students and can 

be raised as issues for learning. 

From teaching in the economy subject, it was found that students had little knowledge, and understanding about 

the identity of their community and were unable to connect classroom content with phenomena in their 

community, such as traditions and beliefs in the community, community health system, local economy, 

community economy, etc., especially for the community economy which is an important part of driving the 

community. It is the cornerstone of wealth in the community and plays an important role in learning and career 

opportunities for students in the community whereby the students thought that it was a distant matter and had 

little to do with themselves. In addition, students were unable to concretely identify their own roles in 

participating in the development of their communities. This is caused by a lack of connection between the 

classroom and the community, making students unable to use the knowledge they receive and bring it back to 

their daily lives in the community. 

A community economy is a local economic system. or a community that has a holistic nature. It does not only 

include the economic dimensions of incomes, expenditures, production, and consumption but it will also be an 

economy that is part of society and culture and is related to the way of life of people in the community, including 

having a value system as well (Sriwichailamphan, 2013). The economic system that can be seen in the 

community has characteristics that relate to people, the environment, and resources that appear in the local area. 

Each community economy has its own identity and affects the way of life and economic activities in various 

dimensions. Creative learning management through the dimensions of community economy will help students 

understand their local identity and be able to apply knowledge in the classroom to daily life, helps raise 

awareness of the role and duty of the new generation of citizens in caring for natural resources and local wisdom, 

which is an important source of national treasures. This can be done with creative learning that will help build 

the learning process and a good perspective on the development of the grassroots economic system to strengthen 

the local community (Mangkhang, Yimsawat & Kaewpanya, 2021), which will require learning management that 

creates creative thinking processes together with the use of various technologies. This will make students 

interested in learning. and have the freedom to design community innovations to develop their community's 

economy creatively. 

Creative learning organizes the learning process according to the concept of creative education. Content and 

activities must be arranged according to the interests and aptitudes of the learners, taking into account individual 

differences. Students are allowed to learn from real experiences, and practice to be able to do, think, do, and 

pursue continuous learning throughout their lives (Munkham & Munkham, 2004). In addition, creative learning 

is a learning process that aims to encourage recipients of organizing the learning process to use creativity to 

produce works in a form according to the imagination of each person. Learning innovations are developed 

because of the cooperation of communities, parents, agencies, and local organizations (Edward De Bono, 1982; 

Nilphan & Wattanaworachai, 2015). They have been transferred to various learning products such as Vlog media, 

electronic travel books, community tourism websites, etc. These innovations will play an important role in 

developing the community's grassroots economic system and help cultivate sustainable citizenship for students 

to be aware of their roles and responsibilities in the development of local communities. 

Creative learning through the community economy will help promote sustainable citizenship so that people will 

become citizens with awareness, understanding, love, and connection to the community. Therefore, it is 

important for the success of decentralization to local areas (Horne, et al, 2016) aiming to create an 

environment-friendly economy, develop learning through cultural capital and local wisdom, and make society 

peaceful. The community is self-reliant and people learn to live in sufficiency This is in line with the vision of a 

stable, prosperous, and sustainable Thailand, a developed country with development following the Sufficiency 

Economy Philosophy. In terms of sustainability and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 

(Sustainable Development Gold: SDGs), natural resources are more abundant, and the environment is of better 

quality. 

Sustainable citizenship includes responsibilities for economic, environmental, and equitable development that 

are to be practiced daily. Sustainable citizenship is the role that citizens can play to help improve social justice, 

safeguard nature, or any action that contributes to sustainable development and that makes the world a better 

place to live. (Micheletti & Stolle, 2012; Micheletti, Stolle, & Berlin, 2014) Sustainable citizenship It is a new 
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standard for citizen development in the next century that must prepare citizens with knowledge and knowledge 

of the environmental situation and various changes in the world. To participate in managing society's problems 

and join in being a force in driving public policy that aims to create balance for the environment. 

Therefore, the researcher saw the importance of studying creative economy learning management to promote 

sustainable citizenship for secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development 

Zones, Thailand to study creative economy learning approaches to promote sustainable citizenship. Then, it was 

used to design creative economics learning guidelines to promote sustainable citizenship. and conduct a trial for 

use before evaluating the sustainable citizenship of secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special 

Economic Development Zones, Thailand. Things that were focused on were cooperation between teachers, 

educational institutions, and communities for learning management that responded to area-based education. with 

ideal science regarding the needs of students being placed importance on, leading to the design of learning 

management that was consistent with area-based identity, emphasizing community-based economic development 

in the upper northern region of Thailand. 

2. Method 

Step 1 The research model 

The research was conducted in the form of Community-Based Action Research (CBAR) by collecting and 

analyzing data obtained from semi-structured interview forms, quality assessment forms of learning management 

approaches, and sustainable citizenship assessment forms. Study results were presented in the form of 

descriptive analysis using quantitative data and qualitative data to support the data synthesis and the description. 

Step 2 Populations and samples 

The population consists of 3 groups: 1) those who provide information on learning about creative economy 

whereby they are experts in teaching social studies, consisting of staff of teachers and social studies teachers; 2) 

a learning innovation evaluation group consisting of staff of educational supervisors and teachers who are 

experts in social studies learning management. 3) a learning innovation trial group consisting of secondary 

school students. 

The research samples consists of 3 groups: 1) a group of 15 people who provided information on creative 

economy learning, selected by purposive sampling; 2) a group of 7 people who evaluated learning innovations, 

selected by purposive sampling; and 3) a learning innovation trial group including 299 secondary school students, 

coming up with a total of 321 people, based on simple random sampling. 

Step 3 Tools used in research 

Tools used to gather data include: 

1) Semi-structured interview forms  

2) Quality assessment forms of learning management approaches  

3) Sustainable citizenship assessment forms 

Step 4 Data collection 

1) A Documentary Study was conducted by collecting information on creative economy learning management 

from documents, books, journals, and other secondary sources appearing in the database to collect basic 

information on creative economy learning management and the obtained data were used to further analyze 

educational issues. 

2) Situational Analysis is a collection of data about creative economy learning management by interviewing the 

sample group in the research including staff of teachers and social studies teachers who are experts in managing 

social studies schooling. The tools used are semi-structured interview forms on guidelines for creative economy 

learning management to promote sustainable citizenship. 

3) Design and Development is the design and development of guidelines for creative economy learning 

management to promote sustainable citizenship and conducting efficiency evaluation by learning management 

experts to use the evaluation results and recommendations to develop creative economy learning guidelines. The 

tools used were quality assessment forms of creative economy learning management. 

4) A study of the results of using the creative economy learning management approach to review the knowledge 

and the competencies that emerge among students through the analysis of the student sustainable citizenship 

assessment form. Then, the results of the analysis were included in the discussion of the research results whereby 

the tools used were the sustainable citizenship assessment form. 
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Step 5 Data analysis 

1) The content analysis has defined 4 steps for content analysis: 1) Set up rules for content analysis; 2) Lay out 

the data by making a list or text that will be analyzed and then divide it into categories; 3) Take into account the 

context or the environment in which the document data is analyzed; and 4) Analyze the data by analyzing the 

content as it appears in the document and make interpretations to summarize the data. The research results were 

presented in a descriptive form. 

2) Quantitative data analysis was conducted by analyzing the data obtained from the assessment form with a 

statistical package. The analysis was based on descriptive statistics by showing the results of statistical analysis 

as the average and standard deviation. 

3. Results 

For the research at this time, the research team has classified the data obtained from the study and presented the 

research results according to the determined objectives. The study results can be summarized as follows:  

1. The study of creative economics learning approaches to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school 

students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand, it was found that creative 

economy learning is a concept for promoting and developing the economic system that has not been further 

developed in classroom learning. The researcher has, therefore, summarized the knowledge of the concept of 

creative economy learning that creative economy learning is an integration of the concept of creative economy 

and is a learning base for students to focus on skills, knowledge, and understanding of the economic system with 

the system producing products and services that rely on the existing experience and knowledge base. This is 

done by taking advantage of cultural resources, including economics, traditions, ways of life, and ways of living, 

combined with knowledge, creativity, and technology levels to lead to the appropriate upgrading of one's own 

economic system. From the above information, the researcher has synthesized all the processes mentioned above 

and found that guidelines for creative economy learning management that will promote sustainable citizenship of 

secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand must promote 

learning competencies in 4 areas, consisting of 1) Competencies in Community Engaged Learning,  

2) Competency in Economic Literacy, 3) Competency in Environmental Awareness and Green Citizenship, and 4) 

Competency in creative economy innovation development for sustainable communities. 

2. Designing guidelines for creative economics learning management to promote sustainable citizenship for 

secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand, it was found 

that the researcher had designed a learning plan that integrated creative economy learning methods. It is designed 

as a creative economics learning plan using the area-based learning cycle teaching strategy (AAAR Teaching 

Approach) of Mangkhang (2023) together with creative community economic learning activities, totaling 12 

class periods, consisting of: 

Table 1. Details of the creative economy lesson plan and action learning. 

Lesson Plan Details of activities Action Learning  

Lesson plan 1: 

“Selecting 

communities 

students interested 

in to study” 

activities for 1 

period 

The activity “Selecting communities students 

interested into study” involved gathering groups 

and meeting to select markers in studying 

community by choosing from communities that 

have interesting information and community 

economic systems. The distance from the school 

is not more than 60 kilometers. Each student was 

asked to propose one community. Then, each 

student was allowed to discuss the interests of the 

community they had chosen. Then, one 

community was selected by voting from the 

people in the group according to democratic 

principles. After that, students would write a 

report summarizing the information (Concept 

paper) to present to the subject teacher further. 

 

(Photo: Meeting to set markers for communities to be studied 

with a distance from the school not exceeding 60 kilometers): 

The researcher has requested permission to publish the images. 
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Lesson Plan Details of activities Action Learning  

Lesson plan 2: 

“Community field 

trip area-visiting 

planning” activities 

for 1 period 

The activity “Planning for community fieldwork” 

is planning before going to community fieldwork 

areas. The students studied community study 

tools. Then, an action plan was designed to 

present to the subject teacher to receive feedback 

and techniques for visiting community study 

areas. After that, students were able to plan their 

operations and began to visit their community 

fieldwork areas. 

 

(Photo: Community field trip area-visiting planning meeting 

whereby the students brought their action plan to present to the 

subject teacher to receive recommendations before going to the 

actual area.): The researcher has requested permission to 

publish the images. 

Lesson plan 3: 

“Community field 

visits” activity for 5 

periods 

The activity “Visiting community field trip areas” 

is visiting community field trip areas in the 

community selected by each group. The fieldwork 

used interviews, observation, questionnaires, or 

other methods as each group had planned. Images, 

videos, and audio were recorded to be further 

developed into Vlog media. In visiting 

community fieldwork areas, students considered 

relationships in the community. There were good 

interactions and students were always ready to 

learn the knowledge provided by the community. 
 

(Photo: Visiting community field trip areas to study information 

and economic systems in the community students were 

interested into study): The researcher has requested permission 

to publish the images. 

Lesson plan 4: 

“Development of 

creative community 

economy Vlog 

media” activities 

for 5 periods 

The activity “Development of Creative 

Community Economy Vlog Media” is the 

development of Vlog media to present 

information on community field visits. This was 

conducted by presenting in the issue "Creative 

Economy" produced in the form of Vlog media 

and presented through an online platform along 

with the hashtag #สังคมศึกษาศึกษาสงัคม(In Thai 

Language) to become a trend in online society and 

it is also a way to promote the local community to 

the public as well. 

 

(Photo: Vlog media that presents information and community 

economic systems that students were interested in which was 

presented in digital media format for distribution on various 

online platforms): The researcher has requested permission to 

publish the images. 

Source: Mangkhang, et al (2024) 

 

The researcher then took the designed creative economics lesson plan and checked it for content accuracy. By 

finding the Index of Conformity (IOC) from experts. Then, a lesson plan is developed, and the quality of the 

lesson plan is assessed by experts in social studies learning management. The evaluation results appear in the 

following table. 
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Table 2. Results of the quality assessment of the creative economics learning plan to promote sustainable 

citizenship. For high school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zone, Thailand. of 

experts (n=7) 

No. Assessment item 𝒙 ̅ SD Interpretation 

1 The lesson plan is consistent with the learning standards according to  

the core education curriculum and the educational institution. 

4.67 0.58 Most appropriate 

2 The lesson plan promotes awareness of the importance of studying  

economy with a multi-disciplinary perspective. 

4.33 0.58 Very appropriate 

3 The lesson plan covers the development of students to have knowledge,  

skills, processes, important competencies, and desirable characteristics. 

5.00 0.00 Most appropriate 

4 The lesson plan promotes economic literacy and seeing the value of students'  

economic education. 

4.00 1.00  Very appropriate 

5 The lesson plan provides an opportunity for the intellectual inquiry process  

into economy through active learning. 

4.33 1.15 Very appropriate 

6 The lesson plan promotes strong citizenship (Active Citizen) of students. 5.00 0.00 Most appropriate 

7 The lesson plan promotes pride in children and youth as sustainable citizens of the locality 4.33 0.58 Very appropriate 

8 The learning management plans promote creative thinking. 3.67 1.15 Most appropriate 

9 The lesson plan has content that is consistent with local economy learning resources. 5.00 0.00 Most appropriate  

10 The lesson plan has a variety of learning medias and is beneficial to the study of economy. 5.00 0.00 Most appropriate 

11 The lesson plan has local medias to be used in learning. 3.67 0.58 Most appropriate  

12 The lesson plan has brought about new knowledge which can be used to  

create innovation for the community. 

5.00 0.00 Most appropriate 

13 The lesson plan has creative presentation of knowledge and is beneficial  

to the study of other community economies. 

4.33 0.58 Most appropriate 

14 The lesson plan promotes changes in range values, cognitive domain,  

psychomotor domain, and affective domains. 

5.00 0.00 Most appropriate  

15 The learning management plans assess student progress in a variety of  

ways appropriate to the nature of the subject. 

4.33 0.58 Very appropriate  

Overall picture 4.51 0.45 Most appropriate  

Source: Mangkhang, et al (2024) 

 

From Table 2, it is found that the results of the quality assessment of the creative economics learning plan to 

promote sustainable citizenship. For secondary school students in the Special Economic Development Zone of 

the Upper Northern Region, Thailand, according to the experts, the overall picture was at the most appropriate 

level (x ̅ = 4.51, SD = 0.45). When considering each item, it was found that the lesson plan that was developed 

was the most appropriate among the 6 assessment items: 1) The lesson plan covers the development of students 

to have knowledge, skills, processes, important competencies, and desirable characteristics. 2) The lesson plan 

Promote sustainable citizenship of students. 3) The learning plan has content that is consistent with local 

economics learning resources. 4) The learning plan has a variety of learning media. and is beneficial to the study 

of economics. 5) The lesson plan creates new knowledge that can be used to create innovations for the 

community, and 6) The lesson plan promotes changes in range values, cognitive domain, psychomotor domain, 

and affective domains (x ̅ = 5.00) and from the additional comments of experts it has been pointed out that the 

lesson plan has steps for organizing appropriate activities. And there are various learning platforms that are very 

responsive to teaching and learning in the current situation. 

3. Study the results of using creative economics learning methods to promote sustainable citizenship. For 

secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zone, Thailand, it was found 

that the researcher had used the creative economics lesson plan to organize teaching in the social studies subject 

and after the teaching was finished, had the students do the model. Assess sustainable citizenship The evaluation 

results appear in the following table. 
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Table 3. Standard deviation and the level of sustainable citizenship of students (n=299) 

No. Assessment item  𝒙 ̅ SD Interpretation 

1 Have knowledge and understanding of community economy and  

are interested in studying the economic system in their own locality 

4.58 0.59 Highest 

2 Be aware of their roles in preserving and disseminating economy  

learning resources in their communities. 

4.41 0.84  High 

3 Have the ability to think systematically and plan in fieldwork learning. 4.52 0.49 Highest 

4 Have skills in using community study tools 4.58 0.97 Highest 

5 Being able to interpret relationships between humans and the  

economic system in the community 

4.35 0.68 High 

6 Have economic thinking skills 4.47 0.60 High 

7 Have knowledge and understanding about values Identity  

and spatial context of economics studies in community areas 

4.35 0.68 High 

8 Have knowledge and understanding about their role in  

driving the economic system in their local community. 

4.82 0.38 Highest 

9 Take pride in being a sustainable citizen through the study of community economics. 4.76 0.42 Highest 

10 Have creative ideas from digital media development 4.82 0.38 Highest 

11 Develop skills in the process of learning about cultural differences. 4.35 0.58 High 

12 Critical questions arise to lead to discussion and exchange of opinions together. 4.52 0.60 Highest 

13 Critical thinking skills arise from studying the community  

context, analyzing and presenting data in various formats 

4.58 0.49 Highest  

14 New knowledge is created that can be used to create innovations for the community. 4.58 0.49  Highest  

15 Have a good attitude towards the local community study 4.52 0.84 Highest  

Total average 4.55 0.60 Highest  

Source: Mangkhang, et al (2024) 

 

From Table 3, it was found that the overall level of strong citizenship among students was at the highest level (x ̅ 
= 4.55, SD = 0.60). When considering each finding, it was found that students had the highest level of awareness 

of economy for a total of 10 items assessed as follows: Students 1) had knowledge and understanding of 

community economy and have an interest in studying the economic system in their own locality; 2) have the 

ability to think systematically and plan in fieldwork learning; 3) have the skills to use community study tools; 4) 

have knowledge and understanding about their roles in driving the economic system in their local community. 5) 

Have pride in being a sustainable citizen through studying community economy. 6) Have creative ideas from 

digital media development; 7) Have critical questions to lead to discuss and exchange opinions together; 8) 

develop critical thinking skills from studying the community context analyzing and presenting data in various 

formats; 9) creating new knowledge that can be used to create innovations for the community; and 10) creating a 

good attitude towards studying local communities. 

4. Discussion 

1) The study of creative economics learning approaches to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school 

students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand revealed that creative economy 

learning management is an integration of the concept of creative economy and as a learning base for students to 

focus on skills, knowledge and understanding of the economic system with a production system, products and 

services that rely on the existing experience and knowledge base by taking advantage of cultural resources, 

including economics, traditions, ways of life, ways of living, combined with knowledge. creativity and 

technology level to lead to the appropriate upgrading of one's economic system. In creative economy learning 

management that will promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school students in the Upper Northern 

Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand learning competencies in 4 areas must be promoted, consisting 

of 1) Competency in Community Engaged Learning, 2) Competency in Economic Literacy, 3) Competency in 

Environmental Consciousness Competency and Green Citizenship and 4) Competency in creative economic 

innovation development for sustainable communities. The results of the analysis are consistent with the issues of 

obstacles The Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council (2022) stated that formal 

learning is not yet connected to the way of life. Some children and youth lack trust in the education system. 

Therefore, opportunities must be created for knowledge development according to the multiple intelligences 

approach as well as creating a positive attitude towards education to create the growth of ideas and 

self-development to do new things. On the other hand, Inkaew & Napapongs (2020) presented the results of the 

analysis in the dimension of strengths and opportunities in learning management regarding the perspective on 

creative learning management that promotes and supports students in the process of solving problems in the real 

world with challenges for thinkers to focus on thinking that is new, modern and useful are basic factors that 
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affect the development of innovation. This is an answer to the country's development of science, economy, and 

industry which are important drivers of the progress of world society. The successful implementation of this 

concept depends on goals, needs, and readiness in various aspects. including teachers and students Therefore, it 

can be concluded that users should apply the concepts appropriately according to the situation and context, 

which will make the use of both learning concepts effective and most effective for the learners. Moreover, this is 

also in the same direction as Nethisriwat (2021) who suggested that the advancement of technology has resulted 

in rapid changes including lifestyles, social conditions, economics, the environment, and problems that arise with 

challenging and complex characteristics. This causes human skills to change to be in line with the changing 

social conditions. One of the important skills that should be developed for students is creative thinking skills. 

However, when the context of Thai education is taken into consideration, it has been found that it is still not 

possible to effectively develop creativity in students. This mentioned learning competency is also consistent with 

Somnual, Suthasinobon & Yamrung (2022) who presented that it is an important component of strong citizenship 

competency. It is a desirable characteristic within a student's personality. The components of strong citizenship 

competency include: 1) the knowledge and understanding aspect, namely 1) politics and government, 2) good 

citizenship according to the democratic way, 3) the constitution and laws, and 4) culture and traditions; 2) the 

skills aspect, namely 1) critical thinking skills, 2) Problem solving skills, 3) Characteristics and attitudes, namely 

1) Respect for the rights of others and the law, 2) Public responsibility, 3) Social participation, 4) Accepting 

differences between individuals and 5) Characteristics of having morality and ethics. 

2) Designing creative economics learning guidelines to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school 

students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zone, Thailand, it was found that the researcher 

had designed a learning plan that integrated creative economy learning approaches. It is designed as a creative 

economy learning plan using Mangkhang's (2023) area-based learning cycle teaching strategy (AAAR Teaching 

Approach) together with 12 class periods of creative community economic learning activities, with evaluation 

results for the overall quality at the most appropriate level. This is consistent with the concept of Wongyai & 

Patthaphol (2020) who proposed that creative learning is learning that strengthens the potential of learners 

through the practice of creative learning activities (Creative activities) with teachers as guides (Coaches) and 

giving love and attention (Care) to learners to use their maximum potential in learning. Creative learning is 

learning that responds to current learning needs and focuses on deep learning for students. Deep learning is the 

combination of hard skills and aesthetic skills (Soft Skills) whereby in the New Normal era, students will have 

their own learning space, bringing out the power of thought and creative power that exist within themselves to 

benefit themselves and the public happily whereby happiness from learning and happiness from giving is the big 

problem of all learning.  

To develop students to be learning persons in the future, students learn things with intention, pay attention, and 

put them to real use. Modern teachers in the new normal society organize creative learning through a variety of 

learning activities that respond to the nature and needs of learners, coach learners with love and kindness, and 

continually take care of the thought process and the learning process. Learners receive correct knowledge and 

understanding as well as practice various learning process skills that are the basis of self-learning as well as 

advanced thinking skills. Moreover, it is also in the same direction as Sararatna's (2016) idea that teaching in the 

21st century will have a different form from the past. It must aim for students to create knowledge from the 

processes of knowledge acquisition, knowledge deepening, and knowledge creation. Therefore, didactics must 

aim to create knowledge from the process of learning by doing, from work, or activities in the context of 

problems in the real world. The mentioned learning processes will lead to the development of thinking skills 

from minimum skills to more advanced skills according to Bloom's taxonomy (Bloom's taxonomy), which is 

from thinking skills at the level of remembering, understanding, and applying as being the focus of learning in 

the industrial age towards thinking skills at the level of analysis, evaluating and creating, which is the focus of 

learning skills in the 21st century. In addition, the Office of the National Economic and Social Development 

Board (2009) has proposed that the concept of creative economy can be a tool to drive the Thai economy, which 

means driving the economy based on the use of knowledge, education, and creative work, and the use of 

intellectual property linked to cultural basis, accumulating knowledge of the society and modern technology and 

innovation. 

3) The study of the results of using creative economics learning approaches to promote sustainable citizenship 

for secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand, it was 

found that students had the highest overall level of sustainable citizenship. This is consistent with the concept of 

Donkhaw (2016) who proposed that a creative economy is a concept that drives the economy based on the use of 

knowledge, education, job creation (creativity) and the use of intellectual property linked to cultural roots, social 
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accumulating knowledge and modern technology/innovation and it is in the same direction as Jaufar (2021) who 

suggested that sustainable citizenship must focus on developing the perception of sustainable citizenship in 3 

dimensions: 1) expanding the perception of time with concern about equality and equality in various dimensions 

in the past, present and future impacts; 2) expanding the scope of area-based awareness by having responsibility 

on a global level, not just in one's own country; and 3) expanding the scope of ethical awareness by focusing on 

responsibility towards nature, society, environment, humanity and all living things. It is also consistent with 

Horne, et al.'s (2016) idea that sustainable citizenship positions citizens as agents of social change with an ethical 

and self-regarding stake in living with the rest of the world sustainably. Such citizens not only participate in 

sustainable households, but they must practice and place importance on creating awareness, discussion, and 

discussion about sustainability policies for common interests and maintenance of the world's ecosystem. 

5. Conclusion 

Studying creative economy learning management to promote sustainable citizenship for secondary school 

students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development Zones, Thailand. It is a study of creative 

economy learning approaches to promote sustainable citizenship. Then, it was used to design creative economics 

learning guidelines to promote sustainable citizenship. and conduct a trial for use before evaluating the 

sustainable citizenship of secondary school students in the Upper Northern Special Economic Development 

Zones, Thailand. Things that were focused on were cooperation between teachers, educational institutions, and 

communities for learning management that responded to area-based education. with ideal science regarding the 

needs of students being placed importance on, leading to the design of learning management consistent with 

area-based identity, emphasizing community-based economic development in the upper northern region of 

Thailand. 

6. Suggestions from the Research  

6.1 Suggestions for Implementing Research Results 

1. Preparing documents to be economic database should be promoted and local economy learning medias should 

be built in the community to bring about database and learning resources. 

2. School administrators and community leaders should promote for cooperation among schools and the 

community in organizing periods of local economy study together with the community in order to reinforce 

economic perspectives through economy in students' locality. 

6.2 Suggestions for Next Research 

1. Integrated Vlog-based learning media should be developed to promote economic thinking skills of students in 

the culturally diverse areas of Thailand. 

2. The demand for developing the local curriculum integrating substances in social studies for ethnic learners in 

local history should be analyzed. 

3. Community economy knowledge should be managed to develop open digital learning resources for basic 

education students. 
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