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Abstract 
The general purpose of the study was to estimate the predictive powers of parental support and domestic violence 
on child abuse among pupils in South-East, Nigeria. The study was guided by two research questions and two null 
hypotheses. The study adopted a correlational survey research design with a population of 481,533 primary five 
pupils in public primary schools in South-East, Nigeria. A sample of 400 primary five pupils’ was drawn using a 
multi-stage sampling procedure. Three instruments were used for data collection: Parental Social Support 
Questionnaire (PSSQ), Parental Domestic Violence Questionnaire (PDVQ) and Child Abuse Questionnaire 
(CAQ). The reliability of the instrument was established by trial-testing on 30 primary five pupils that were not 
part of the sample. Cronbach’s Alpha Reliability method was used to determine the internal consistency of the 
instruments. The reliability coefficients of 0.88, 0.80 and 0.75 were obtained for parental social support 
questionnaire, parental domestic violence and child abuse questionnaire. Data collected were analyzed using 
simple linear regression analysis. Specifically, the Coefficient of Determination (r2) was used to answer research 
questions and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) aspect of simple linear regression was used to test the hypotheses at 
0.05 level of significance. The findings of the study revealed that parental social support significantly predicted 
child abuse negatively while domestic violence significantly predicted child abuse positively. Based on the 
findings of the study, it was recommended among others that parents should provide enough social support to their 
children’s proper development and emotional stability. 
Keywords: parental support, domestic violence, predictor, child abuse 
1. Introduction 
A parent is any person male or female whose gamete resulted in the offspring (Browne, 2012). This is the case in a 
biological parent. Bedford (2018) defined parent as any person who may through the law of adoption or otherwise 
exercise parental responsibility for a young person. In the context of this study, a parent is the one who has the legal, 
social and moral responsibility for a child’s growth and development. Parents are the primary caregivers, 
protectors and educators of young children.  
Children need care, security, stability, consistency, emotional support, love among others for adequate growth and 
development. According to Johanna (2015), children need a stable living environment which is peaceful and safe 
as well as adequate dieting and other basic needs for proper growth and development. According to 
ChangingMinds.Org (2018), it is the responsibility of the parents to provide these developmental needs of the child 
starting from the moment of conception. Among Nigerian parents, the extent to which parents are meeting up with 
their obligations towards the child’s growth and development is indeterminable. The issue of child abuse, therefore, 
comes in when the parent fails in his or her responsibility towards the child. Personal observation reveals that many 
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children in Nigeria seem not to be receiving adequate provisions from their parents. One may say that many 
Nigerian children appear to be abused in one way or the other.  
The term child abuse refers to all activities by adults or organizations that may impact negatively on the child. 
Child abuse refers to any condition that is injurious to the physical or emotional health of the child that has been 
inflicted on the child by the parents, guardian or other caregivers (Obekpe, 2011). Similarly, Antai, Braithwaite, 
and Clerk (2016) viewed child abuse as consisting of any acts of commission or omission by a parent, caregiver or 
other adult resulting in harm, or potentially harmful, or threat of harm to a child even if the harm is unintended. 
Child abuse is, therefore, any activity or inactivity of an adult or institution that impact negatively on the 
well-being of the child. The extent of child abuse by parents may be determined by parental social support and 
domestic violence. 
Parental support refers to the backing, care, maintenance, provision, and funding a child receives from the parents. 
According to Ajila and Olutola (2001), parental support is the sum total of the commitment given to the child by 
the parents which could be financial, social, moral, developmental, educational among others. Ruholt, Gore and 
Dukes (2015), stated that parental support may play a significant role in the development and learning outcomes of 
the child. Therefore, parental support may be of significant effect on the development and learning outcomes of the 
child. In this study, parental support was limited to social support provided by parents to the child. Parental Social 
support encompasses most of the other forms of parental support (Beth, Lisa, Rylin, & SCoth, 2016). 
Social support refers to how the individual perceives oneself within the family, organization or community. Social 
support is the physical and emotional comfort given to an individual by the family, friends, co-workers, and others. 
It is the awareness that a person or a child is a part of a community of people who love and care, value and think 
well of the individual (Fairbrother, 2011). Social support enhances the quality of life and provides a buffer against 
adverse life events including child abuse (Sue, 2015). Therefore, social support is the care and love a child receives 
from the parent(s). The perception and awareness that the child is cared for, has assistance available from the 
parent(s), include having the parent(s) listen and show interest (emotional support), sharing information and 
offering suggestions (information support), fulfilment with support received and Criticism from the parent(s) 
(negative social interaction). Social support can be measured from the perspective of either the recipient or the 
provider or both (Gottlieb & Bergen, 2009). However, the interest here is on the predictive value of parental social 
support towards child abuse and academic achievement of pupils in social studies. 
Parental social support refers to the quality of family interaction experienced by the child in the home. Social 
support is the care and nurturing the child receives from the parent(s). Parental social support can be seen as 
consisting of different forms of support children receive from parents (Heredia, Ranjit, Warren, & Evans, 2016). 
Parental social support in this study refers to the love, care and encouragement children receive from parents that 
enhance the children’s development and learning outcomes. A child can only feel secure and utilize the available 
parental social support in a family devoid of violence. In a family besieged with violence (domestic violence), 
parents may not provide adequate social support for the children. 
Domestic violence is perceived as a form of behaviour intended to intimidate and gain control over a partner, a 
spouse or a close family member, especially in the household and is a preventable issue of public health. According 
to Florida Coalition against Domestic Violence (FCADV) (2014), domestic violence is a form of behaviour or 
threats of violence used by one person to establish power and control over an intimate partner and so control the 
partner’s behaviours. This is to say that crux of the matter in domestic violence is about control and supremacy. 
therefore, Domestic violence is any action or behaviour of a partner with the intention to intimidate and gain undue 
control of the spouse or intimate family members such as beating and hitting a spouse before the children, talking 
down on the spouse before the children and starving the spouse of fund with the knowledge of the children. 
Children who witness domestic violence may be abused emotionally and are at risk of physical abuse (Fairbrother, 
2011). All these factors border around social interaction at high which leads to the development of social skills. If 
the social skills of the spouses and other members of the family are adequately developed, there will be cohesion in 
the home. The dearth of empirical evidence on the predictive powers of parental social support and domestic 
violence on child abuse among primary school pupils in Nigeria necessitated this research.  
1.1 Research Questions  
The following research questions were posed for the study: 
1) What is the predictive power of parents’ social support on child abuse? 
2) What is the predictive power of parents’ domestic violence on child abuse? 
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1.2 Hypotheses 
The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the study and were tested at a 0.05 level of significance. 
Ho1: Parents’ social support has no significant predictive power on child abuse among pupils. 
Ho2: Parents’ domestic violence has no significant predictive power on child abuse among pupils. 
2. Materials and Methods   
This study adopted a correlational survey research design. Correlational survey research design seeks to establish 
the relationship that exists between two or more variables (Nworgu, 2015). The study was carried out with primary 
5 pupils in the South-East, Nigeria which is made up of five states, namely, Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu and 
Imo States. The people of South-East, Nigeria are educationally-minded as there are various educational 
institutions established all around the states. The presence of these institutions is expected to encourage and 
motivate the people of the states to be involved and participate actively in school and education programmes, 
leading to parental high education qualifications, hence good occupations that enhance parental social support, 
discouraging parental domestic violence, child abuse and result in high academic achievement of pupils. More still, 
since the people of this area are presumed to be highly educated, civilized and cultured it is shocking to notice 
seeming indelibility of child abuse.  
The population of the study comprised 418,533 primary five (5) pupils in all the 5,453 public primary schools in 
South-East, Nigeria. The sample size of the study was400 primary five pupils. The multi-stage sampling procedure 
was used to arrive at the sample size. At the first stage, simple random sampling by balloting with replacement was 
used to draw 3 states; Anambra, Ebonyi and Enugu states out of the 5 states of South-East, Nigeria. Secondly, 
proportionate stratified random sampling was used to sample 20 Local Government Areas (L.G.A) from the states 
sampled. Proportionate Stratified Sampling was used because the states do not have an equal number of L.G.As. At 
the third stage, Simple Random Sampling technique by balloting with replacement was used to select two primary 
schools from each of the 20 L.G.As sampled. Finally, simple random sampling by balloting with replacement was 
used to draw 10 primary 5 pupils from each of the 40 primary schools sampled making 400 pupils.  
Three instruments were used for data collection of this study. They are the pupils’ Parental Social Support 
Questionnaire (PSSQ), Parental Domestic Violence Questionnaire (PDVQ), and Child Abuse Questionnaire 
(CAQ). The Parental Social Support Questionnaire (PSSQ) contains two sections, A and B. Section A contained 
information on the personal data of the respondents, while section B contained 10 items on parental social support. 
The Parental Domestic Violence Questionnaire (PDVQ) is made up of two sections, A and B. Section A contained 
information on the personal data of the respondent and the respondent’s parents while section B contained 10 items 
on parental domestic violence. The Child Abuse Questionnaire (CAQ) contained two sections as well. Section A 
contained the demographic information of the respondent and the respondent’s parents. Whereas section B has 20 
items on child abuse and contained four clusters, A, B, C, D. Cluster A contained 4 items on physical abuse, cluster 
B contained 4 items on sexual abuse, and cluster C contained 4 items on emotional/psychological abuse while 
cluster D contained 4 items on child neglect. The instruments were structured on a four-point rating scale of Very 
Great Extent (VGE) – 4points; Great Extent (GE) – 3points; Little Extent (LE) -2points and Very Little Extent 
(VLE) -1point.  The respondents were requested to indicate the level of agreement on each item by ticking (√).  
The instruments were face validated by three experts: one in Childhood Education Unit, one in Educational 
Psychology and one in measurement and evaluation, all in the Faculty of Education, University of Nigeria, Nsukka 
(UNN). The experts were requested to go through the instruments and ascertain their appropriateness for the study 
bearing in mind the purposes of the study, research questions, and hypotheses. The experts were also requested to 
check the appropriateness of the language and the instructions given to the respondents. Three copies of the 
validated instruments were retrieved from the experts. Thus, based on their comments and suggestions, corrections 
were made to improve the quality of the instruments. 
The instruments were trial tested on a sample of 30 primary school pupils who were randomly drawn from 
Holiness Nursery and Primary School, Otukpo, Benue State, which is outside the area of the study but has the same 
characteristics with the area of the study. The data obtained were subjected to reliability estimate in order to 
determine the internal consistency reliability indices of the items of the instruments using Cronbach’s Alpha 
method since the items were polychromous scored. The reliability coefficients of 0.88 and 0.80 were obtained for 
Parental Social Support Questionnaire and Parental Domestic Violence Questionnaire respectively. For the various 
clusters of Child abuse questionnaire, reliability indices of 0.89, 0.79, 0.87 and 0.79 were obtained for Physical 
Child Abuse, Sexual Child Abuse, Emotional/Psychological Child Abuse and Child Neglect, while the overall 
reliability index of 0.75 was obtained for Child Abuse Questionnaire. 
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Data collected were analyzed using simple linear regression analysis. Specifically, Correlation Coefficient and 
Coefficient of Determination (r2) were used to answer research questions and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) 
aspect of simple linear regression was used to test the null hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. In taking 
decision on the research questions, a correlation coefficient within the range of 0.1 to 0.39 indicated low predictive 
power, that within 0.40 to 0.69 indicated moderate predictive power while that within 0.7 to 1.0 indicated high 
predictive power.  
3. Results 
3.1 Research Question One: What is the Predictive Power of Parents’ Social Support on child Abuse? 
 
Table 1. Regression analysis of the predictive power of parents’ social support on child abuse 
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Error of the Estimate 

1 -.540a .292 .290 14.94049 

a. Predictors: (Constant), Parents, Social Support. 

 
Table 1 reveals that the correlation coefficient between parents’ social support and child abuse is -0.540 with a 
coefficient of determination of 0.292. This shows that there is a negative relationship between parents’ social 
support and child abuse. Thus, the more the parents’ social support, the less the child abuse. Besides, a coefficient 
of determination of 0.292 means that 29.2 per cent of the negative variation in pupils’ child abuse can be attributed 
to parents’ social support. In other words, the predictive power of parents’ social support on pupils’ child abuse is 
29.2 per cent. 
Ho1: Parents’ social support has no significant predictive power on child abuse among pupils. 
 
Table 2. Analysis of variance of the predictive power of parents’ social support on child abuse 
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 

Regression 36567.778 1 36567.778 163.821 .000b 

Residual 88840.919 398 223.218   

Total 125408.697 399    

a. Dependent Variable: Child Abuse. 

b. Predictors: (Constant), Parents’ Social Support. 

 
Table 2 shows that parents’ social support had a significant predictive power on child abuse among pupils, F(1, 398) 
= 163.821, p = 0.000. This is for the fact that the associated probability value of 0.000 is less than the 0.05 level of 
significance. Thus, the null hypothesis of no significant predictive power was rejected. Therefore, 29.2 per cent 
negative variation in pupils’ child abuse can be attributed to parents’ social support while the remaining 70.8 
percentage can be attributed to other factors other than parents’ social support. 
3.2 Research Question Two: What Is the Predictive Power of Parents’ Domestic Violence on Child Abuse? 
 
Table 3. Regression analysis of the predictive power of parents’ domestic violence on child abuse 
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Error of the Estimate 

1 .712a .506 .505 12.47232 

a. Predictors: (Constant), Parents’ Domestic Violence. 

 
Table 3 reveals that the correlation coefficient between parents’ domestic violence and child abuse is 0.712 with a 
coefficient of determination of 0.506. This shows that there is a positive relationship between parents’ domestic 
violence and child abuse. Thus, the more the parents’ domestic violence, the more the child abuse. Besides, a 
coefficient of determination of 0.506 means that 50.6 per cent positive variation in pupils’ child abuse can be 
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attributed to parents’ domestic violence. In other words, the predictive power of parents’ domestic violence on 
child abuse is 50.6 per cent. 
Ho2: Parents’ domestic violence has no significant predictive power on child abuse among pupils. 
 
Table 4. Analysis of variance of the predictive power of parents’ domestic violenceon child abuse 
Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 

Regression 63496.323 1 63496.323 408.182 .000b 

Residual 61912.375 398 155.559   

Total 125408.697 399    

a. Dependent Variable: Child Abuse. 

b. Predictors: (Constant), Parents’ Domestic Violence. 

 
Table 4 shows that parents’ domestic violence had a significant predictive power on child abuse among pupils, F(1, 
398) = 408.182, p = 0.000. For the fact that the associated probability value of 0.000 is less than the 0.05 level of 
significance, the null hypothesis was rejected. Therefore, 50.46 per cent positive variation in pupils’ child abuse 
can be attributed to parents’ domestic violence. Thus, the remaining 49.54 percentage can be attributed to other 
factors other than parents’ domestic violence.  
4. Discussion of the Findings  
The findings of the study revealed that there is a negative relationship between parents’ social support and child 
abuse. Further analysis showed that parents’ social support had a significant predictive power on child abuse 
among pupils. Thus, the more the parents’ social support, the less the child abuse. The findings are in line with the 
findings of Jonzon (2006) who found out that adequate social support to mothers is a cushion against child abuse 
and Tusiime (2014) who discovered that parents’ support received by the pupils acts as a shield against child abuse. 
The finding of the study also corroborated the finding of Mayo and Sumihisa (2017) who in related study revealed 
that mothers with a low-level scale of social support had higher child abuse potentials than those with the 
high-level scale of perceived social support. This could be because of the care, love and social interaction that in 
engendered by social support. The findings imply that the more social support parents offer the child the less 
abusive such parents could be. This is to say that pupils who receive high level of parents’ social supports are less 
abused when compared to their counterparts who receive less support. 
The findings of the study also showed that there is a positive relationship between parents’ domestic violence and 
child abuse. It was further found that parents’ domestic violence had a significant predictive power on child abuse 
among pupils. The findings of this study are in line with Horner (2005) who pointed out that children who witness 
domestic violence live in constant fear and are 15 times more likely to be victims of child abuse than other children. 
The finding also validated the position ofEdleson, Ellerton, Seagren, Eirchberg and Ambrose (2007) who stated 
that children who are exposed to IPV are most likely to exhibit traits of abuse and violence in school since they 
have been abused themselves. The finding of the study is that children who witness domestic violence are 
invariably abused. This could be because hatred and anger are intricate aspects of domestic violence. This means 
that domestic violence is child abuse in itself and a parent who involves in domestic violence is an abuser. Thus, 
the more there is parents’ domestic violence, the more the child abuse.  
5. Conclusion and Recommendations 
Parental social support is a negative determinant of child abuse among pupils, while parents’ domestic violence is 
a positive determinant of child abuse among pupils. This implies that teachers and caregivers would be better 
placed to counsel parents on the need to offer the children enough social support and avoid exposing the children to 
parental domestic violence. It was therefore recommended that; 

1) Parents should provide enough social support to the children so as to avoid child abuse and enhance 
academic achievements in social studies. 

2) Parents should desist from all forms of domestic violence among themselves especially in the presence of 
the children so as to avoid emotional child abuse.  
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