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Abstract

In the procedure of learning a foreign language, it is necessary to have adequate opportunity to use the foreign
language in order to get the language skills, especially the oral expression skills. In order to provide more
opportunities for Chinese students when teaching them Korean, the method of public speaking is put into
practice. The purpose is to encourage the students to have a confidence and interest in their study, and also to
create a platform of exchanging the information and improve their presentation skills in Korean. The instructors
implementing the method need to understand the relevance of public speaking education and to know its
processes. In addition to drawing on the best teaching practices, instructors also need continuous support for
professional and instructional development in the new teaching area.
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1. Introduction

Listening, speaking, reading, writing, translating and other language skills are an interrelated unity of studying a
foreign language. The target of teaching a foreign language is to develop the students’ comprehensive skills
which mentioned above. In the procedure of teaching Korean in China’s university, an phenomenon can be found
easily, that is, many students can not understand what they heard in Korean instantly, but can understand easily
when reading it, and the most difficult thing for them is to speak in Korean correctly. Because there is a process
of change between the printed words and spoken words. However, if students are able to speak something in
Korean, they can get the meaning without any difficulties when reading it due to the omission of the process of
mental translation, as mentioned by Meimei, Chen(2004, P27), and also can write it down correctly in Korean.

When learning a foreign language, it is necessary to have adequate opportunity to use the foreign language in
order to get the language skills, especially the oral expression skills. During the period of teaching Korean, or the
communication with Korean scholars and friends, the author found that at present the majority of Korean
learners are pretty good at Korean listening, reading and writing, but there are some problems in their speaking
ability, in particular, to speak Korean accurately and fluently. And the lack of speaking ability will also largely
affect the quality of translation in the future. Currently, most students in our Korean department are studying
hard to prepare for the middle or high levels of the Korean Language Proficiency Test. It cost them a lot of time
and effort to prepare, but very few students take the time to exercise their oral expression. Most of the students
rely mainly on classroom teaching to practice speaking, only a small number of students looking for the
opportunities to practice speaking Korean after-school.

On the other hand, there are various speech contests for the students of Korean department every year in China.
At the time of recommending students to participate in the competition, the author felt that the training of normal
oral presentation skills is very necessary. According to the investigation on the graduates of Korean department
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of our university, it is also found that most of them were not hired when they went to look for a job, because their
Korean were not fluent or lack of immediate response when interview. It also made the author recognize that
how important for the students of Korean department to improve their listening and speaking abilities in practice.
In order to provide more opportunities for students, the method of public speaking is put into practice, and it
plays a good role in stimulating the students’ enthusiasm and implementing the teaching objectives.

2. Theoretical background of public speaking

The traditional foreign language teaching model focuses on the correct form of language. The comprehensive
teaching theory of Wilkins (1976) stressed that the teaching activities must surround with the language form of
lessons. First, teachers explain the vocabulary, grammar, sentence patterns and other knowledge points which
appeared in the text. And then organize the students to practice them, so as to master the knowledge what they
learned. But this method would isolate the point of linguistic knowledge so that the students are often unable to
quickly grasp the new language points and grammatical form, even the simple language forms. And the students
can master the language forms only through a long time of practicing to match the form and language function
well.

Since the above language teaching methods can not reach the expected learning effects, teachers should change
the approach to provide students with sufficient "comprehensible language input", and encourage students to
open their mouth without too much emphasis on the accuracy of language form, but focused on the significance
of communication instead (focus on meaning, Krashen 1985; Felix 1981), to complete the transmission of
information without considering the language errors. Teachers can also adjust the student's language input
according to their language level at any time, so that to achieve the aim of not only leaning the correct form of
language, but also a success communication.

Success Communication depends on the quality of oral expression to a large extent. When the learner fails to
communicate with others, they will force them to express more precise, more coherent, and more elegant in
foreign language. Swain (1985) pointed that output is a process which leads the learners from the semantic to the
syntactic process. Output in practice will force the speaker to pay more attention to express exactly in order to
achieve a comprehensible output. Comprehensible output refers that the speaker not only conveys information,
but also conveys in accurate, consistent and decent way. Studies of Gass & Selinker (2001) showed that
comprehensible output plays specific four roles for the output of syntax and morphology, namely: Testing
hypothesis, Feedback, Automaticity, and Move from semantic processing to syntactic process.

The above function and importance of output play a more active role for learners, and enable learners to organize
language in a high way, also facilitate learners to complete the transition from the state of semantics uncertain
understanding to the state of using grammar exactly. The whole process of output will be a process of combining
language form, meaning and function, and it is a crucial part in learning a foreign language, learners need to
consider which kinds of form can express what they think exactly.

In fact public speaking is an output with high demand. It requires students to conduct extensive reading firstly,
then choose the topic what they interest to speak, and using the relevant knowledge of the language points to
express in a specific period of time, also be accurate, fluent, and decency. The final stage, that is Q&A, not only
checked the students’ listening ability, but also trained their adaptability. Teacher can instruct the students to
answer the questions in a simple, targeted way. Public speaking links all aspects of the process of learning
language together, including the choice of words, connect the sentence and the complexity of sentences and so
on. It is a relatively effective way to expand the speaker's presentation ability and language skills.

3. Research design and concrete implement of public speaking

In a real lecture, the author uses the method of public speaking. Before the lecture students are allowed to read a
large number of extra-curricular readings, and to find an interesting article or topic. When it is the turn to have
the public speaking, student needs to finish a speech within a limited time (usually 3 minutes for speech, 1-2
minutes for answering the question). For example, student can describe a person who he likes or introduce a
book or a good movie, and answer the other students’ questions after finishing his speech. Finally the teacher
should sum up and note the deficiencies of the public speaking.

The public speaking referred in this article is implemented in the specialized courses of Korean department at the
Oriental Language and Culture Institute of Qufu Normal University. In the first semester, the freshmen are still in
the stage of learning primary Korean, and busy in mastering the pronunciation and simple dialogue. For them,
public speaking in Korean will lead the majority of students to have a speech with similar content, and the
listeners are easily boring with that kind of speech. Sophomore students relatively adapt to learn the Korean
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language, but they also need to develop a sense of language. Junior and senior students can already speak
everyday Korean fluently, but there are some problems appeared when they want to express their thought in
Korean accurately more or less. So, the author presented different requirements of public speaking for different
grades.

Specific speaking, in the first semester freshmen’s public speaking can be used in Chinese or mixed with English,
each student can get five minutes to have their public speaking at the beginning of every lecture (two hours). As
a simple of Grade 2008 (include 30 students) which the author taught, each student got twice chances to have the
public speaking per semester. The author instructed the other students to note when listening to the speaker, so
does the teacher. Thus the teacher can correct the error within 3, 5 minutes after public speaking according to the
note what he took just now. And guide the other students to give question on the topic what he listened. It can not
only improve their presentation skill, but also correct errors and mistakes occurred in their public speaking, and
also train the other students’ listening, deepen their emotional communication.

From the second semester, students are demand to speak in only Korean with an easily understanding content
and a reasonable structure. The speaker needs to express clearly, and answer questions simply, logically, also
need to leave a deep impression and useful inspiration to the others.

Considering most of Junior and Senior students are busy in preparing for the Graduate Test and looking for a job,
and some students do really not like to have a public speaking, so when I arrange the speaking task for them, I
asked them to give me a name list who really want to have the speech at the first class each semester. At this
stage public speaking is carried out one student per week in turn. Due to the long time preparation, so the student
is demanded to have an in-depth conversation on a particular topic without the problems such as loose content,
much pause, repeat, and inconsistent so on. The aim of public speaking for them is to train them to have
continuous speech ability.

The aim of Korean language teaching is to improve the student’s comprehensive ability, especially the oral
expression ability. The method of public speaking has a significant effect on improving the oral expression skills
of students. Generally speaking, public speaking needs three stages. Firstly, speaker needs to prepare a topic
carefully. The selected topic should be innovative and attract the other students, but also with the professional,
combining current events, such as the world economic crisis, South Korea (North Korea) economic, social,
cultural and other aspects; Secondly, the speaker needs to elaborate the selected topic with a reasonable structure,
a clear and concise language and so on; Thirdly, the speaker needs to answer the others’ question in a strong
logic way. For the speaker, the above three aspects are the challenges of knowledge, logical thinking, and
language skill. From the point of view of the learning process, public speaking is a good way to train and
improve students’ language skills.

4. Effect analysis of public speaking

After the implement of public speaking for two years, the author made an investigation to analyze the effect of
the method.

Respondents of the Survey: Grade 2006, 2007 and 2008 of Korean Department, College of Oriental Language &
Culture, Qufu Normal University

Number of questionnaires issued: 89
Number of questionnaires recovered: 65

Questionnaire: It contains 10 questions including the investigation of its effect on language learning, personal
abilities, such as whether it is helpful to the expansion of knowledge. Each question has four answers, it has
great help, much help, less help and no help separately. Respondents were asked to only choose one answer.
Specific survey content please see Appendix 1.

Results analysis: survey results please see Appendix 2.

By analyzing the survey results, we can see that the method of public speaking has great or much help for the
students’ self-confidence, when the students select the answer of this question, 61 students chose the two kinds
of answer mentioned above, accounted for 94% which is a very good sign. It is impossible to be successful or
create miracles with confidence. And self-confidence is very important for foreign language learners, especially
self-confidence can bring the positive effects on a speech contest, it can not be ignored. Of course, one speech
will not be a successful speech only with the confidence while without the good language skills.

Then what is the effect of the public speaking method on language learning? The questionnaire results show that
the method can increase the students’ Korean vocabulary and a sense of Korean language, also it is helpful to
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improve the students’ writing skills, listening ability, cognitive ability of grammatical errors. There were 49, 50,
51, 45, 48 students separately chose the answer of great help and more help when they were asked about
above-mentioned questions. On the specific point of view, 75% students felt that the public speaking method can
increase their Korean vocabulary. As we know, vocabulary relies on not only the accumulation of memories but
also the practice, only the vocabulary is enriched, listening, speaking and translation will be the simple things
relatively.

With regard to the writing ability and hearing capability, on one hand, 51 and 45 students think that there are
great help and much help, accounting for 78% and 69% respectively. On the other hand, 12 (accounting for 18%)
and 19 (accounting for 29%) students felt there is no obvious help for their Korean study. It reflects the method
has indirect effects on improving the Korean listening and writing ability. It also shows the method can play a
positive role when creating a sense of language, cognitive syntax errors.

On the improvement of response capability, there are 27 students (accounting for 42%) considered it has great
help, 24 students (accounting for 37%) considered that it has much help, 12 students (accounting for 18%) felt it
has no obviously help, and one student (accounting for 2%) think that there is no help. In addition, 44 students
(accounting for 68%) felt that public speaking method does helpful to broaden their knowledge. There are 52
students (accounting for 80%) who are very fond of this method, and 46 students (accounting for 70%) felt that
they used Korean thinking when they stood on the stage.

Generally speaking, the survey showed that the students’ evaluation on public speaking method is positive,
students enjoy and participate in this activity actively, it is also an important step to develop their language skills
by communicate with the target language. It also can be seen through the survey that the public speaking can
broaden students’ knowledge, enhance their confidence, promote the Korean language learning and can improve
their oral expression.

5. Conclusion

Through the public speaking method, students’ reading ability, listening and speaking ability in Korean has been
improved to a large degree, and increased their interesting on studying Korean. It also can put the knowledge
which they learned from the textbook into the practice. For the teacher, it is easier to complete teaching purpose
effectively, and also helpful to communicate with the students which he taught. But in the actual engagements,
we should emphasize the dominant position of students, activate the communication between teachers and
students and the interaction between students. It also need to encourage students to innovate and do not let the
activity become a mere formality. In short, the ability of oral Korean will not be improved in a short period, and
need a long-term exercise properly. Only the teacher try to practice and explore consciously, the students’ Korean
ability and integrated language ability will be improved.
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Appendix 1
Questionnaire
Questions Great Much Help | Less Help | No Help
Help

1. Public Speaking before Class has ~ for
increasing your Korean Vocabulary.

2. ~ for expending your knowledge.

3. ~ for increasing your sense of Korean
language.

4. ~for increasing confidence to express in
Korean.

5. ~for improving your writing ability in
Korean.

6. ~ for improving your listening ability in
Korean.

7. ~for increasing self-confidence to take part in
a Competition.

8. ~for recognizing the grammar errors.

9. ~for improving your response ability during

the stage of Q&A.
10. How do you like the method of Public | Like it | Like it | Don’t care | Don’t
Speaking before class? very moderately. | much for | like.

much. it.

74



Asian Social Science

Vol. 6, No. 5; May 2010

Appendix 2

(Number of questionnaires issued: 89, Number of questionnaires recovered: 65)

Survey Results

Questions Great Much Help | Less Help | No Help
Help

1. Public Speaking before Class has ~ for | 10 39 15 1

increasing your Korean Vocabulary.

2. ~ for expending your knowledge. 21 23 19

3. ~ for increasing your sense of Korean | 21 29 11

language.

4. ~for increasing confidence to express in | 37 21 6

Korean.

5. ~for improving your writing ability in | 17 34 12 |

Korean.

6. ~ for improving your listening ability in | 16 29 19

Korean.

7. ~for increasing self-confidence to take part | 40 21 4
in a competition.

8. ~for recognizing the grammar errors. 12 36 16 1
9. ~for improving your response ability | 27 24 12 1
during the stage of Q&A.

10. How do you like the method of Public | Like it | Like it | Don’t care | Don’t like
Speaking before class? very moderately. | much for | it.

much. 34 it. 3

18 8
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