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widely spread (Kuang, 2013b). The uppers of a pair of leather boots unearthed from Niya is decorated with 
colored embroidered geometrical patterns, consisting of rectangles in two rows in the middle with triangles and 
whorls at two sides. The rectangles are divided into several smaller geometries and according to the structure 
they can be classified into two groups: one is divided into a lozenge in the centre around with four triangles and 
one is divided into a “T”-shaped geometry, two geometries similar to trapezoid and a triangle. Rectangles of this 
two sorts are finally arranged in staggered rows (Figure 2 in Table 11). 

10. Conclusion  

Embroidered textiles of the Han and Tang dynasties, which are the most important archaeological evidences for 
the study of embroidery in the Han and Tang dynasties, are mainly found in the graveyards or ancient sites along 
the Silk Road in China. The evidences show that geometrical pattern is another common motif on embroidered 
textiles from the Silk Road, especially on the embroideries dating from the Han and Jin dynasties unearthed from 
Xinjiang province and the embroidered textiles of the Northern Wei dynasty from Dulan or neighboring areas in 
Qinghai province now in the collection of China National Silk Museum. The regular geometrical patterns on the 
embroidered textiles from the Silk Road include dots, roundels, waves, whorls, triangles, diamonds, lozenges, 
chevrons, zigzags and crosses. As the most common motif, dots not only intersperse with other patterns or form 
lines as edgings but also create frames of various kinds such as roundels, diamonds and hexagons etc. then filled 
with other patterns. Diamonds are also common, besides serving as pattern they are often used as frames. In 
addition, there are examples consisting of more than one type of geometrical patterns. The geometrical patterns 
on the embroidered textiles from the Silk Road reflects the design philosophy of the Han and Tang, especially 
the Han, Jin and Northern Wei dynasties, which not only promote a better understanding of pattern design in this 
period but also provide a helpful reference to pattern design in modern times.  
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