Asian Social Science; Vol. 17, No. 1; 2021
ISSN 1911-2017
E-ISSN 1911-2025
Published by Canadian Center of Science and Education

The Future of Refugee and Displaced People: A Post Covid-19
Perspective
A N M Zakir Hossain1,2
1

Faculty of Public Governance and International Studies, National University of Public Service, Budapest,
Hungary
2

Department of Agricultural Economics, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh, Bangladesh

Correspondence: A N M Zakir Hossain, Ph.D. Research Fellow, Faculty of Public Governance and International
Studies, National University of Public Service, Budapest, Hungary. Tel: 367-0381-8941. E-mail:
anmzakirhossain@bau.edu.bd
Received: November 18, 2020
doi:10.5539/ass.v17n1p21

Accepted: December 18, 2020

Online Published: December 30, 2020

URL: https://doi.org/10.5539/ass.v17n1p21

Abstract
The article observes the current changes of the refugee crisis after the effect of COVID 19 that can lead to a
growing crisis of more than 79.5 million refugee and displaced people across the world. The study aims to
examine the prevailing and forthcoming challenges of refugees and displaced people. A systematic review was
followed to conduct the study and articles were selected based on their inclusion criteria. There is a growing
need to understand the refugee crisis coupled with the necessity to design practical resolutions. The study found
institutional and financial support are the main drivers for the refugee management in their distress voyage.
These are challenged due to the adverse effect of the COVID 19 epidemic and the current downturn of the world
economy. The study tries to stress the array of institutions that are working on the support for the refugees and
displaced people that are challenging and can result in a crisis in the future. The paper concludes with an
argument about the changing scenario of policies for migration which are restricting and changing due to the
existing pandemic which demands synergistic performance within the government to manage the crisis.
Keywords: refugee, COVID-19, displaced people, crisis
1. Introduction
The world witnessed a very unprecedented time that never experienced. The contemporary global debate on
refugee and displaced people and its multi-pronged impact have had a strong echo in the academic and political
discussions in the contemporary world. According to the current report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugee (UNHCR), the amount of forcibly displaced persons is 79.5 million, where is 26
million refugees, 45.7 internally displaced people, 4.2 asylum seekers as a result of persecution, conflict,
violence, or human rights violations at end-2019. Among them, only 25.9 million refugees under UNHCR‟s
mandate, where 80 percent of the refugees are hosted by their neighboring country of origin, and over half of
them are under the age of 18 (UNHCR, 2020a). The outbreak COVID-19 can influence the refugee crisis
management in the coming days all over the world due to their socio-economic, health, and other vulnerabilities.
The epidemics gradually amplified in spread, rate, and ferocity with a noticeable rise after March 2020 because
of human mobility, transport, and the population of the cities steadily grew. Contemporary accounts, patterns of
spreads, and mortality all confirmed COVID-19 as a health hazard for human civilization and is challenging and
threatening to the way of life where the refugees and displaced are meager due to their present socio-economic
and political condition that needs attention straightway (Bhopal, 2020). Refugees and displaced people live in
congested camps without an adequate economic facility and minimum standard space for a person (UNHCR,
2020a) though epidemics do not affect all people equally, rather the poor are more vulnerable to it (Duncan,
2005). As refugees are living in a very overcrowded environment, social distancing might not be practical for
them (Orcutt et al., 2020). COVID-19 can easily spread among them (Albon, Soper, & Haro, 2020) however,
social distancing vital for a stay away from the infection of the virus (Mubarak, 2020) because some of these
populations have health complications with any contagion because of primary chronic conditions. But the limited
existence or nonexistence of COVID-19 infection in refugee camps also generating an extra burden and can
increase the health and social inequalities (Mesa Vieira et al., 2020) on the current health-care system due to their
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public health and socio-economic conditions.
COVID 19 pandemics is playing a critical role in redesigning the governance architecture and expedite to the
gap of understanding the crisis in recent times to promote human development and to protect lives (Manderson
and Levine, 2020). As a result, the governance and management of pandemics in refugee camps are crucial for
public health and national security (Everard et al., 2020) for developing and developed countries (Shaw, Kim,
and Hua 2020). In addition, COVID-19 pandemics added as a new phenomenon for almost all the branches of
basic and social sciences and reveals several unparalleled challenges for public health (Bhopal, 2020; Savin &
Guidry-Grimes, 2020), governance, economy, and society (Martinez-Juarez et al., 2020) while it will be perilous
if they become forgotten after this pandemic. The refugees and displaced people across the world supplemented
the contemporary human movement which is remodeling the traditional migration (Zapata, 2019). It is uncertain
how the countries will start to receive the immigrants from the refugee and displaced people after the COVID-19
epidemics. However, ‘it is evident that access to the international protection regime has also become more and
more restrictive in recent years, with Western states erecting ever greater physical and bureaucratic barriers’
(Haddad, 2001).
Trends in human movement mostly depend not only on human actions, changes of productions, consumption,
and conservation but also policy diffusions „that policies in one unit (country, state, city, etc.) are influenced by
the policies of other units‟ (Gilardi & Wasserfallen, 2019). As a result, since 1975 the countries that traditionally
receive refugees have made major changes in their refugee resettlement programs and policies (Stein, 1983;
Goot & Watsoon, 2011) that is obvious and will continue after this COVID-19 pandemic due to the economy and
the security of their country. Surprisingly refugee‟s distress journey did not get the exact spotlight without a few
recent remarkable exemptions in „refugee and forced migration studies‟ (Crawley et al., 2016). However, the
research on their voyages „remains fragmented, unsystematic, and lacking in analytical focus‟ (Benezer & Zetter,
2014) while their memories remain etched with „extreme uncertain expeditions‟ (Gillespie et al., 2018).
The present study focused on the issues that are challenged and will remain challenging for the refugee and
displaced people in the post covid-19 era for financial and other administrative supports which are essential for
their survival. So it is necessary for those who are engaged in managing the trajectory of refugee and displaced
people and the COIVID-19 epidemics on regional and global policy, planning for public health management and
investigating the roots and consequences needs immediate attention „to the needs of ethnic, racial, indigenous
and migrant minority groups‟ (Bhopal, 2020) including the large number of refugees and IDPs. The existing
predicament not only forced us to accept the tragedies but also offers opportunities for policy makers and
researchers to investigate innovation and adaptation for future crisis management.
2. Methodology
The study was intended to cover the range and scope to explain the refugee, displaced people, and Covid-19
nexus. It also strived to scrutinize the available literature on refugee features and their crises in the light of
Covid-19. This research article is primarily based on the secondary sources of data on refugee and displaced
people and the effect Covid-19 on their livelihoods. Refugee and displaced people are more vulnerable to
Covid-19 as they have a number of inability to any crisis or disaster. The covid-19 pandemic emerged as a threat
to mankind and produced several challenges where refugee and displaced people are more exposed due to their
current socio-economic and political situation in the local and global political arena. The study followed a
systematic approach (Jesson, Matheson, & Lacey, 2011) to collect data by searching relevant literature from
Google Scholar, Research Gate, JSTOR, PubMed, Web of Science to categorize the articles. To discover the
crisis of refugee and displaced people in the Covid-19 era, the related keywords, i.e. „Refugee‟, „Displaced
People‟, „Refugee and Displaced people‟, „Covid-19‟, „Covid-19, Refugee, and Displaced People‟, „Refugee
Health and Covid-19‟, „Food Security and Covid-19‟ were used to search the prevailing literature for the
research. All reference lists of the identified articles, reports, and documents of a refugee context were selected. I
considered research articles based on both the primary and secondary sources of data and also the non-academic
published documents (i.e. report, fact sheet, etc) which were published in English. Finally extracted all relevant
data from selected literature to finalize the research findings. All important human crises of the contemporary
world- refuge and displaced people, humanitarian funding, food security and livelihoods, public health in the
recent COVID-19 pandemic were discussed.
3. Results
3.1 How Global Crisis Stimulus to Refugees and Displaced People
Refugee itself an “occidental construction” referred to the persons who were failed to get protection from their
country and forced to cross the border. Nation-state defines international migratory politics while transnational
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mobility is the exception (Nussbaum, 2007). While Johns (2004) claims migration as a problem from
international law and lawyers' point of view that needs rational modification. As a result, migration is
pathologized and imperative to characterize the state for the cure because “the refugee‟s plight is accounted for
as a temporary failure of compulsory nationhood to complete itself” (Johns, 2004).
Refugees nowadays become central to the field of studies from a different school of social, legal, and biological
sciences because of the size, magnitudes, and numbers. It is also evident that they reflect the conflict, violence,
and unevenness of the contemporary world order. That is why the crises will remain understudy in the coming
years of the twenty-first century in political philosophy, cultural geography, law, sociology, anthropology, history,
psychology, public health, and epidemiology (Murray & Skull, 2005; Kay, Jackson, & Nicholson, 2010; Gallien,
2018a; Stone, 2018). Arts and literature on refugee explore methods of knowing and examine central questions
about their experience articulation and magnetism of representing them. After the Second World War, the “U.N
members had considered the refugee problem as an immediate post-war problem and assumed it could be solved
in a limited time” (Halborn, 1975) where the result is palpable around the world. The postcolonial philosophy
asserts precisely the unique platform to study refugee because of its intersections between social sciences and
humanities to study refugee literature and arts (Gallien, 2018a). The end of the twentieth century started with
major geopolitical events that triggered destructive and long-term consequences on the populace in Asia, Africa,
and the Middle East. War in Afghanistan, Iraq, expansion of ISIS insurgency, Arab revolution, and war in Syria
with the fall of the Gaddafi government in 2011 in Libya (Gallien, 2018a) has turned these places hostile for
mass people to be embodied.
Most of the global refugee and displaced people nowadays come from Asian and African countries and Latin
American countries (Leaning, Spiegel, & Crisp, 2011). It was about fifteen million people who became homeless
during the devastating WW-II. After World War-II, South Asia became the derivative of conflict due to the
declaration of partition in British India after two-hundred years of colonial rule. A bloody two-nation theory
triggered massacres and the bloodiest disruptions in history that made them independent and produced
fifteen-to-twenty million homeless people again and rapped at least 75000 women (Ahmed 2002; Butalia, 2000;
Bhopal, 2020) since the leaders failed to united British India for several reasons (Pandey, 1969). East Pakistan,
now Bangladesh, became the colony of Pakistan as the majority of its population was Muslim but owing to
socio-cultural diversity and countless deprivation made them disgruntled against Pakistan. In politics of
deprivation typically minorities, i.e., religious, linguistics, race, culture or sectarian, become the central targets of
state-borne or state-sanctioned discrimination and violence (Ahmed, 2002) since individuals and social groups
are imbedded in loose social fabrication and system and get trapped (Lake & Rothchild, 1998). Bangladesh
comes into being as an independent sovereign country by a bloody nine-month war against Pakistan in 1971 that
mimic 10 million refugees at that time (Schanberg, 1971; UNHCR, 2000a, 2000b) who were hosted by India
without any legal framework as it was not the signatory of 1951 convention and 1962 protocol (Chimni, 1994) at
that time. The history of refugee and displaced people later on continued in different parts of the world due to
war, conflict, and persecution. The twentieth-century ended with the Rwanda genocide. Like Afghanistan, Syria,
Myanmar, South Sudan, Somalia, Congo, Sudan, Iraq, Eritrea, Central African Republic are the origin of
refugees and displaced people where Venezuela has become the youngest partner with about 6.5 million
displaced people at the end of 2020 (UNHCR, 2020a).

Figure 1. Global Trends, Forced Displacement in 2019 (UNHCR, 2020b)
Syrian pre-war population estimation was 22 million, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
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identified 5.5 million Syrian refugees outside of Syria while 6 million people were internally displaced in 2018.
Most of the Syrian refugees who fled due to the civil war that persists in the Middle East are in Turkey (3.6
million) where they made it the largest refugee-hosting country in the world. While 6.2 million Syrians people
internally displaced due to the crisis. Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq are also hosting Syrian refugees in their
countries (Gallien, 2018a). Meanwhile, about 1.4 million refugees returned to their homes where they are facing
formidable conditions comprising the absence of infrastructure and amenities with the risk of explosives (Huber
& Reid, 2018). This proves the actual figure, of Syria with many others, and the real scenario of reaching asylum
seekers towards “Fortress Europe” (Gallien, 2018a). However “By engaging in wars abroad, participating in the
destruction of entire regions and societies, exploiting cheap labor and natural resources, and supporting
autocratic and authoritarian regimes, these democracies create the very refugees that they then reject (Gallien,
2018a).”
The response of European countries varied about the refugee and displace people on welcoming them as
refugees and migrants while many of them tried to pretend the crisis. Many countries of Europe denied receiving
the refugees while few have taken additional than their fair share. A major part of refugees in Europe is from
Syria who came after the violent civil war. Tenacious and uninterrupted violence and turbulence in Iraq and
measurable Afghanistan and conflict, violence, political instability in Africa along with food crises forced people
in search of a better life. When Gallien stated about the refugees (2018b) that, “they are not outsiders but are the
consequence of western politics.” Political instability, civil war, and conflict in the poorest countries of Africa
left their basic health infrastructure severely damaged with no education of youth and children and disappeared
their people from their homeland as refugees or IDPs.
3.2 Gradual Budget Deficiency for the Refugees and Displaced People
The twenty first century observed massive global migration, millions on the move, and the largest refugee crisis
since the Second World War which sparks fierce debate in Western countries over whether to open the floodgates
or shut the door. This issue is the biggest challenge facing countries across Europe today bringing refugees to the
United States even a small number of them is extraordinarily expensive but is it really how much does
welcoming a refugee or an immigrant. COVID-19 pandemic can trigger the issue once again due to the public
health and national security of these regions.

Figure 2. Budget Contribution in Different Years1
According to the report of UNHCR, the United States of America (USA) and the European Union (EU) donate
the lion‟s portion of funds for refugee management. However, these countries are adversely affected by this
1

UNHCR, Financing; http://reporting.unhcr.org/financial#_ga=2.235807873.1446072355.1592317966-827901760.15756235
14 (Accessed on June 14, 2020).
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COVID-19 pandemic. These may create pressure on the refugee crisis for their economic and local policy
changes due to the adverse effect of pandemics (Garrett, 2020). Besides, the USA, Australia, and the EU are the
leading destinations not only for usual migration but also for immigrants from the refugees, asylum seekers, and
displaced peoples.
The process of receiving refugee and asylum seeker might be lengthy under this situation, and it may lead to the
further crisis in the countries which are hosting them as they have lack of policies (Satterthwaite et al., 2019;
Coddington, 2018). Besides concern has increased about the costs and difficulties of resettlement, particularly of
third-world refugees alongside their economic inability. Resurface of unemployment in developing, developed,
and European countries also put pressure on policies on international immigrants and asylum seekers. The
downturn of their economies owing to the current COVID-19 epidemics can also adversely affect the developing
country's economy as their people will not be able to earn in and outside of their economy that may lead their
economy to become fragile (Martinez-Juarez et al., 2020; Ahmed et al., 2020; Vos, Martin, & Laborde, 2020).
Still, there is a budget deficit in the developing world for humanitarian support for their people as well as the
refugees [Figure-2] it would be more challenging for them in the next year due to the current stagnancy of the
world economy. Then the question is that how they mitigate the demands on the basic needs where numbers of
support systems need assistance from the external side? On the other hand, newly displaced people are also
adding to the refugee and displaced world. These people also need the same assistance for their livelihoods.
However, the funding is declining, and the budget increasing the last few years.
Among the top ten donors who are funding through the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) for refugees, the USA is the first among the top ten while the others are European countries with EU
expect Japan (UNHCR 2020b) But, unfortunately, these countries of the world are adversely infected and
suffering from the COVID-19 pandemics which will indirectly reduce their pressure to refugee and asylum
seekers however we might not be surprised if the things go opposite which will be a new challenge for the old
players where they have to play the same game in a new rule that is still unexplored. The budget gap for refugees
are extending every year according to the report of UNHCR and which is highest in the last five years and
almost double from the previous year‟s budget besides, about 6.5 million new displaced people are going to add
rendering the prediction report of UNHCR from Venezuela in 2020 (UNHCR, 2019, 2020a). Now the challenges
appear, also for refugees, when the corona pandemics overwhelms all over the world.
3.3 Livelihoods and Food Security for the Refugees and Displaced People
Societal well-being largely depends on the good health of its population as it is the driving force for the vibrant
and wealthy economy (Kagame and Ghebreyesus 2019). The Health system plays a crucial role at a different
level of a nation- at the community level, it underpins productivity, while at the national level it is vital to
security, resilience, and growth. Well-operating health systems empower countries to respond, and recover from,
natural and human-made disruptions. After the outbreak of the contemporary COVID-19 pandemic health risk
like climate change, appeared as an „expensive and expanding transnational challenge‟ (World Economic Forum,
2020). It is necessary to look into the fitness of the existing health system and its existing methods and
organizations to maintain and accelerate the growth and development and get to work with the emerging threats.
Because failure in the health system on adaption and mitigation of vulnerabilities results in economic and
political crises, social ruptures, and state-on-state conflict (World Economic Forum, 2020). Political instability,
inequality, conflict, and the adverse impact of climate change have altogether contributed persistently to raise the
numbers of hunger2 and food insecurity around the world. However, in the last 20 years, few nations made
remarkable progress in food production and dropping the number of hunger such as Ethiopia, Rwanda while in
the Central African Republic hunger remains extremely alarming. Many countries of the world have inadequate
assessable data for GHI3 (Global Hunger Index) and widespread hunger i.e., Syria, Somalia, Burundi, South
Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo. As a result, people from these countries fled from their homes not just
because of the food insecurity but also for war, conflict, and violence and become refugees while many are
internally displaced (Gallien, 2018b). These issues also contributed to a decrease in the state capacity (Hanson &
2

„Hunger is usually understood to refer to the distress associated with a lack of sufficient calories. The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) defines food deprivation, or undernourishment, as the consumption of too few
calories to provide the minimum amount of dietary energy that each individual requires to live a healthy and productive life,
given that person‟s sex, age, stature, and physical activity level‟. (FAO, 2017 and GHI, 2019).
3

„The Global Hunger Index (GHI) is a tool designed to comprehensively measure and track hunger at global, regional, and
national levels.‟
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Sigman, 2013) as a whole for further crises. It is awful that climate change and conflict impeding food security
in vulnerable regions of the world after a decade of persistent improvement in diminishing global hunger. So the
laborious achievements nowadays stand under threat of being reversed as the hungry persons increased from 785
million to 822 million from 2015 to 2018.
Global Hunger Index (GHI) score reveals the country‟s indicating values in performances in reducing hunger
concerning other countries. The score resulting higher in the GHI report directs higher “level of child wasting,
reflecting acute undernutrition; child stunting, reflecting chronic undernutrition; and/or child mortality, reflecting
children‟s hunger and nutrition levels, as well as other extreme challenges facing the population” (GHI, 2019).
Table 1. Status of Countries in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) dealing with Refugees and IDPs
GHI (Global Hunger Index) Severity Scale
20.0–34.9
35.0–49.9
≥ 50.0
serious
alarming
extremely alarming
Sudan* (32.8)
Congo Republic (31)
Uganda (30.6)
Rwanda (29.1)
Colombia (6.7)
Venezuela* (16.9)
The central African
Ethiopia (28.9)
Afghanistan* (33.8)
Turkey (<5)
South Africa (14)
Republic* (53.6)
Pakistan (28.5)
Bangladesh (25.8)
Kenya (25.2)
Myanmar* (19.8)
Burundi*, The Democratic Republic of the Congo*, Eritrea*, Somalia*, South Sudan*, the Syrian Arab
Not available data
Republic*
Source: Global Hunger Report, 2019 [* indicates the country of origin for refugees and displaced people.]
≤ 9.9
low

10.0–19.9
moderate

Eighty percent of the displaced people are from the regions where there is predominant acute food insecurity and
malnutrition. Among the displaced people forty percent (UNHCR, 2020b) are children which is why a serious
issue for future sustainability not only for the food, health, and the economy (Wiesmann et. al., 2006) but also
the society as a whole as pandemics nowadays crossed the geographic and political boundaries. Generally, a high
GHI score can be an indication of a lack of food, a poor-quality diet, inadequate child caregiving practices, an
unhealthy environment, or all of these factors.
85% hosted by the developing country
Half of the world's refugees are children
A third of refugees, 6.7 million people, are hosted by the world's poorest countries
REFUGEES &
1% of the world‟s population is displaced and 80% of the region affected by acute food and nutritional
DISPLACED
insecurity
PEOPLE
4.2 Million asylum seekers (19%) of refugees and displaced people
73 % hosted by the neighboring country
68% came from five countries (Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, South Sudan, and Myanmar).
Resettled 107800 in 26 countries (1.35%)
Source: UNHCR, June 2020

World Food Program (WFP) and Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) are principals with other national
and international organizations to ensure the food security for the refugees. Deterioration of agricultural
production increases the price volatility, as history shows it can trigger instability and deteriorate the long-term
security (World Economic Forum, 2020).
The COVID-19 pandemic disrupts the food production as a whole and the food supply chain is also fractured
and jeopardized due to the Covid-19 pandemic that based on long-distance even in the first world country USA
(Goffman, 2020) though it is problematic to realize as it is multifaceted and interdependent (Markard &
Rosenbloom, 2020).
3.4 Pandemic and Public Health: Potential Challenges for Refugees and Displaced People
The public health sector is passing stressful situations nowadays due to a double burden in the health sector as
communicable infectious diseases supersede the non-communicable diseases as the primary cause of death after
the COVID-19 outbreak. There is no doubt that increasing life expectancy, coupled with „the economic and
societal costs of managing chronic diseases has put healthcare systems in many countries under stress‟ (World
Economic Forum, 2020). However these infectious diseases also indirectly add more vulnerability to
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non-communicable diseases i.e., cardiac, respiratory, and mental health (Seagle et al., 2020). In the 21st-century
public health concern for refugees and internally displaced people (IDPs) become more challenging and resulting
in more vulnerabilities, however, it is addressed several times for the equity in public health especially during
conflict and pandemics (Leaning, Spiegel, & Crisp, 2011; Bhopal, 2020; Chuah et al., 2018).
Public health facilities are lean for the refugees and internally displaced people in their camps in different
countries however many camps have limited support for their health related issues which are inadequate in
quality, numbers, and expertise. Many of them are not well equipped with logistics for emergency support.
Refugee and displaced people are vulnerable and susceptive to different infectious diseases as almost 50 percent
of them are children and all are not under general health care facilities i.e., immunization, vitamin tablets, etc.
Besides, homeless refugee and displaced people are at „heightened risk of disease exposure and transmission due
to their reliance on precarious water, sanitation, and hygiene facilities' (Panhuis, 2018). That is why the children
of these communities are most vulnerable today (Oberg, 2019). It is found that refugee and displaced children
are living with serious health problems than the non-refugee children and mental trauma is also prevailing
among the refugee children as well as the youth and adults (Oberg, 2019). Cardiac diseases, respiratory diseases,
acute asthma with other serious diseases are also common among them with malnutrition for both children and
adults due to food insecurity, and lack of proper diet (Oberg, 2019; Group, 1995; Toole & Waldman, 1997).
A considerable philanthropic discussion of „public health equity relating to refugees focuses on resource
allocation, which is a central concern in distributional ethics and notions of justice‟ (Leaning, Spiegel, & Crisp,
2011). As refugees have multiple medical issues and required treatment from general practitioners and
specialized doctors for months or even more and to get the best patient outcome to require a coordinated health
system that is often not available, resulting in fragility (Truelove et al., 2020). Covid-19 pandemics declared the
global emergency, on January 30, 2020, by World Health Organization (WHO), and spotlights on the
marginalization and barriers in health service while „strangers in need‟ (Wilson & Brown, 2009) because
refugees and displaced peoples are prone to „rapid and devastating effects‟ (Lau et al., 2020). Many international
humanitarian organizations are working on several issues of refugees and IDPs however still many questions are
there on public health while it is recommended to include these communities into the responses of pandemic
(Fricker, 2017; Orcutt et al., 2020). Because „front-line relief workers in complex emergencies are often
volunteers recruited by NGOs who sometimes lack specific training and experience in emergency relief‟ (Toole
& Waldman, 1997). They need real-world experience in multidimensional aspects „including food and nutrition,
water and sanitation, disease surveillance, immunization, communicable disease control, epidemic management,
and maternal and child health care‟ (Toole & Waldman, 1997). Besides, refugees also have a substantial
knowledge gap in maternal and reproductive health with poor infant feeding care practice and diet diversity.
There is a meager „water supply, poor hygiene and sanitation facilities and low vaccination rates pose a risk for
disease outbreaks and malnutrition‟ in refugee camps than mass people (UNHCR, 2019; Truelove et al., 2020).
Public health is endangered due to zoonoses, which are caused by zoonotic pathogens and transmitted to humans
from animals and hampers wellness. Expansion and acceleration of global trade, human movement, and
population explosion intensify the evolution and adaption of the zoonotic pathogens in new hosts and ecosystems
that make the control of zoonoses very challenging. Wildlife is a major animal reservoir for zoonotic diseases
and is considered as the source of 75% of emerging diseases that pose a threat to human health. The
epidemiology of diseases is linked with wildlife and influenced by other factors of agro-climate conditions, host
abundance, movement of pathogens/vector/animals, migratory birds, and anthropogenic factors (Wilke & Haas,
1999; Daszak et al., 2001; Bengis et al., 2004; Patz et al., 2004). As a result, refugees and displaced people from
African and other infected regions are at threat to migrate and or seek asylum in any developed country in the
coming days. Covid-19 pandemic outbreak challenged the dramatic gains in the health sector and stirred all
government, public health organizations, and other allied institutions to pay attention to diagnosis and detecting
infected patients (Haleem, Javaid, & Vaishya, 2020). Migrants on their way to the destination cannot leave their
„morbidity and health burden frequently migrate with them (Oberg, 2019)‟ which is a great concern for western
refugees and migrants receiving countries especially during a pandemic and hazardous public health conditions.
The World Health Organization (WHO) projected $675 million urgent funds for “Priority Public Health
Measures” for three months while the UN secretary general launched $2 billion for global support. However,
there is no specific declaration to support these vast populations who are not under any formal institutional
framework for their health.
It is also claimed by different scholars that human migration, including refugees and displaced people, can be a
cause of the spread of zoonotic diseases (McNeill & McNeill, 1998; Morse, 2001; Daszak et al., 2001;
Venkatesan et al., 2010) which can trigger the political leaders to impose legal restrictions in human movement
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and refugee or asylum seekers. Travelling also restricted due to the outbreak of the pandemic in different
countries (Haleem, Javaid, & Vaishya, 2020) as they are the substantial bearer of novel cases to further countries
(Rodrí
guez-Morales et al., 2020), many of the developing countries are badly affected by the COVID-19 virus
and people are not allowed to travel in many developed countries including the migrants, refugee and asylum
seekers. So it can be said that boundaries are fluctuating with government strategies after pandemic that
recommend a „humanitarian border topologically‟ (Kallio, Häkli, & Pascucci, 2019) approach in formulating
government policies for the refugees and displaced people. Because „existing health risks resurge and new ones
emerge, humanity‟s past successes in overcoming health challenges are no guarantee of future results‟ (World
Economic Forum, 2020) and we need “international humanitarian order” (2011) as Michael Barnett described.
So, these vulnerable groups living in the poorest condition with insufficient medical support for testing, care, and
treatment lead to further suffering (Martinez-Juarez et al., 2020). So it is expected from the humanitarian point of
view that refugees and displaced people should give attention to the leaders of the world (Bhopal, 2020).
3.5 Refugee and Environment: Bio-diversity and Poverty Connectivity
The tremendous explosion of the human population closely concomitant with bio-diversity and central to
exceptional alteration in the terrestrial and aquatic ecosystem (Swanson et al., 2004). It is widely recognized that
pandemics have had a strong connection with bio-diversity likewise Covid-19 has coincided and linked with
urbanization, globalization, and climate change (Everard et al., 2020; Whiting, 2020). Compared to 2005 to 2030,
the global projected output of biofuels was 20 million tonnes of oils in 2005 to 92 million in 2030. Biofuels are
produced on 1 percent of arable lands of the world which was projected to increase four percent by 2030 while
the largest escalation materializing in Europe and the United States (Swanson et al., 2004). Dams and diversions
fragmented rivers around the world about sixty percent and result in floods, disruption of flows, and hindering
the migration routes.
Requirement of Life

Food
Clothing
Housing
Medicine
Fuel
Water
Sanitation
Sewerage
etc.

Environmental Effects Due to Poverty

Cutting of trees
and loss of
vegetation cover,
biodiversity, etc.

Global warming
and polluted air
due to absence of
air purifying
machine

Water quality
degradation due
to higher BOD,
nitrate, bacteria,
etc.

Scarcity of fresh
water and
spreading of water
borne diseases

Disaster &
loss of
lives

Figure 3. The connection between Environment and Poverty (Roy, Chowdhury, & Rahman 2007)
Refugee and displaced people are always in threat to loss of their ethnic and spiritual values, traditional
knowledge and practice in their voyages that can trigger the increasing pressure on bio-diversity i.e., the
Rohingya influx and camp shift in protected area of forest in Bangladesh witnessed extensive eco-environmental
destruction in that region where around 4000 acres of hilly forest cleared due to vertical expansion of refugee
camp in August 2017 (Hassan et al., 2018). “Widespread anthropogenic changes to the environment have altered
patterns of human disease and increased pressures on human well-being. The loss of genetic diversity,
overcrowding, and habitat fragmentation all increase susceptibility to disease outbreaks. Biodiversity is the
source of many cures (UNEP, 2007).” It is necessary to count and consider the value of the ecosystem in policy
making by the leaders as pandemics overwhelmed the world community nowadays irrespective of economy,
region, and culture. However sustainable development called for interventions through the ecosystems and
collaborating “population management, human health, food security, human settlements and land use (Swanson
et al., 2004)”. As a result, it is critical to coordinate the diverse levels for leveraging significant changes in the
coming days that require the diffusion of policy initiatives (Gilardi & Wasserfallen, 2019; Swanson et al., 2004;
Panayotou, 1998) by the world leaders.
COVID-19 pandemic invoked the pressure on challenges for the Asian and African nations due to the diversity
of challenges along with economic fragility, political instability, refugee and migrants crisis, and overwhelming
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climate change challenges (Chattu & Chami, 2020) to promote the development. The current pandemic can be a
major threat to the lives of refugees and displaced people as the straight outcome of poverty, disease is a major
hindrance to development. Humanitarian aids are crucial for these people as many of the hosting countries are
economically insolvent to spend enough for refugees and displaced people around the world. But this aid is a
short-term solution for them when the COVID-19 pandemic jeopardized both the short-term and long-term
opportunities for these groups of people due to insufficiency of the humanitarian fund and travel restrictions and
migration policy changes. In addition, it can also linger the migration to a third country as asylum seekers or a
registered refugee where they could earn the right of their economic opportunity and self-sufficiency for social
well-being.
4. Conclusions
Refugee and displaced people are not welcomed positively around the world. They are not confined to one
country and can have a detrimental effect on neighboring countries as well which requires an immediate
response. Even though the issue of refugee and displaced people is not afforded the priority like economics but
for long-run global and regional security, the state and government should consider it a priority because it
overwhelmingly incapacitated millions of people in camps. It is also unfolded the background story of the
refugee and displaced people once they have been treated as the by-product of economic and military war in
different countries. COVID-19 pandemic can be an opportunity for innovations in governance and, not only in
refugee but also, restoring of the socio-cultural, socio-political, and socio-historical estrangements that breed
vulnerability in a specific marginalized group (Orcutt et al., 2020). That is why we should take into consideration
the “pervasive failure to consult members of vulnerable groups and their representative organizations during
crisis response” (Eckenwiler et al., 2018; Orcutt et al., 2020). Because social inclusion and integration aspects
required a one-stop service for them which is not always practical for a host country to offer due to several
constraints. As refugees have to deal with safety, jobs for surviving, family unifications so they need flexibility
and persistent support for their family members and their livelihoods. This pandemic affects the whole world
much more than any other epidemics ever. There is a danger that they will be largely forgotten in the present and,
worse, that they will be unfairly blamed in the aftermath of the pandemic, once control has been achieved in
most populations but is still lingering in these (Bhopal, 2020). The sufferings of developing refugee (hosting)
countries are much more due to their inability to the economy, and management and governance of the
pandemics. It also applies them to refugee management as there are policy gaps and no such previous experience
in their countries. The administrative and practical backing comprises legal and institutional issues, more
specifically the bureaucratic assistance, aid them to find affordable accommodation in or outside of the camp.
Now it is a big challenge for states how they will continue and play their role in the post-COVID-19 era along
with other local, regional, and international GOs and NGOs to provide humanitarian support and development
for the refugees and displaced people (Olliff, 2018). Refugees can be dyed as a new political dimension in world
politics after the COVID-19 pandemic which can reshape the human and political geography in and outside of
the sovereign polity. However, COVID-19 pandemics again indicate the synergistic performances from the
government and within the government around the world. Because the causes of conflict are much the same as
they were in the past however is that the world reacts to the conflict very differently (Coker, 2002).
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