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Abstract 
Through a great number of fieldwork, this article did a detailed investigation and analysis on the current situation 
of women’s daily ethnic costumes from the China’s Shui nationality in Shui autonomous county of Sandu in 
Guizhou Province. Differed from the former researches on the classification of women’s dress from Shui 
nationality, this article divided the existing women daily dress into three types according to the current situation. 
Influenced by the geography and surrounding culture, costume of Shui Minority has formed regional 
characteristics. According to the different location, this article divides the women's ethnic costumes, which are 
still used as daily wear, into three types: the Central style，the Eastern style and the Southern style. By 
comparative analysis among the 3 different dressing ways, the paper deeply analyzed the distinguishes of 
different types of women’s daily ethnic costumes from Shui nationality, and discussed the reasons why 
differences exist. 
Keywords: Shui Nationality, women, modernization, ethnic costumes 
Shui Nationality is one of the 55 ethnic minorities in China, with more than half of the population living in the 
Sandu Shui Autonomous County in the southeastern part of Qiannan Buyi and Miao autonomous prefecture, 
Guizhou Province. Because of the small populations and the location is in remote area, there have been few 
studies on traditional clothing. Among the few research results on clothing and apparel, the research results of 
Maweixiu (An unique embroidery of Shui Nationality that use horsetail to be the core of the embroidery threads) 
are the majority, and there are few researches on clothing and apparel, only some short journals. Most of the 
research about clothing and apparel are a short part of the local history, or a small part of the study of minority 
costumes. These studies mainly focus on the simple description of clothing in different regions, and there is no 
specific research on their daily clothing. 
Sandu is the place where Shui Minority had been living for all generations, together with Han, Miao, Dong and 
Buyi ethnics. With crash and fusion among different ethnic cultures, Shui’s costumes had asorbed advantages 
and formed its own characteristics. Escaping from the huge trend of foreign fashion spreading all China, Sandu 
had remained its tradition, according to which women wear their minority costumes to go to crops market, 
shopping and work in the fields. Absolutely, the traditional costume routine has great value to inspire people’s 
creativity, regional communitted union and extend excellent ethic cultures. 
1. Styles of Sandu Women’s Daily Costume 
Due to geographical discrepancies and mixed residence, there are regional differences among Sandu women’s 
costumes. We must admit that some districts did not wear ethnic costumes as daily dresses. So according to 
different areas, this paper divided Shui minority’s costumes as 3 types as follows: 
Central style: This style is mainly the costumes of the central part of Sandu County, such as Sandong, Zhonghe, 
Shuilong, Tangzhou, Tingpai, Hengfeng, Zhouyi, Hejiang, Dahe, Sanhe. 
Eastern style: This style is mainly the clothing of the eastern part of Sandu County, such as the clothing of the 
town, such as Lalan, Dayu, Dujiang, Bajie, Wubu, and Yangfu. 
Southern style: mainly clothing in the southern part of Sandu County, such as clothing in towns such as Jiuqian 
and Yanggong. 
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3.2 External Factors 
The people of Shui live on the same area as the surrounding Han, Miao, Dong, and Buyi, they interact with each 
other, thus forming the different types of clothing. For example, women’s wear in eastern area were affected by 
the wear of the neighboring people of Dong, forming a similar way of tie the headscarf, thus forming the eastern 
style. 
4. Conclusion 
In summary, although women's wear of Shui is roughly similar in category and styles, there are still differences 
in details, let them can be recognized by each other. The formation of these differences has influence within one 
nation to another. With the continuous development of time, because of the influence of more factors, the 
costume of Shui will continue develop and change. At present, some innovative national costumes have begun to 
replace the past costumes. Moreover, national costumes are gradually being replaced by modern apparels. 
Actually, the types of women's costume are not only three types, but have been replaced by modern apparels and 
disappeared in their daily lives. And a large number of young women no longer tie headscarves and no longer 
wear traditional pants and shoes. Therefore, by investigating and observing the current situation of Shui’s ethnic 
costumes, it not only records the traditional costumes that are gradually disappearing, but also provides reference 
for the continuation of traditional costumes. 
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