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Abstract 

The Batu Kalde Site is a ruin of Hindu Temple in Pangandaran, West Java, Indonesia. Despite it has been 

reported since 1915 and subsequently studied by several archaeological teams, a lot of aspects including 

geoarchaeology of this temple are still unrevealed. This preliminary study was an overview of general aspects of 

geoarchaeology of the temple. The result shows that the temple was constructed before the 14
th

 century by a 

population of farmers and fishermen lived on the fertile coastal plain of Pangandaran in south coast of Java 

Island. The temple was constructed in a narrow coastal plain of a small island on a Quaternary marine sediment 

offshore of the present Pangandaran coast. The existing tombolo morphology of Penanjung has not been 

completely formed when the temple was being constructed. The temple was constructed using bedded sandstone 

of the Pamutuan Formation quarried from outcrops in the vicinity of the temple. This study shows that utilization 

of materials from local available resource might have been a model of temple construction within the classical 

period in the period of between the 7-14
th

 century in West Java, Indonesia. 
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1. Introduction 

To meet the needs of life, humans act intelligently and creatively in utilizing various resources available from their 

environment. The ability to utilize any resources available from the environment has been growing since humans 

lived sedentary lives. In fact, the factors that encourage this sedentary lifestyle are most likely related to the ease 

and practicality of obtaining resources available from the surrounding environment. This is the reason why many 

archaeological studies employ general principles of ecology (Hardesty, 1980; Kirch, 1980). 

The dependence and interaction of humans with their environment in an ecosystem takes place in two main 

aspects. These two aspects are the fulfillment of basic needs and the security of life, both physiologically and 

psychologically. Efforts to fulfill these two aspects become a continuous and evolutionary learning process. This 

effort then gave birth to various forms of culture, both tangible and intangible. Forms of tangible culture include 

various hunting equipment, farming, jewelry, various houses and worship buildings, and various other forms of 

cultural objects. Even the development of various intangible cultures might also initially be related to practical 

reasons in obtaining resources from the environment in which the culture develops. This then gave birth to ethnic 

traditions (ethnocultural) in various aspects of life (Sumner, 1906[1907]; Mathias, 2015). Therefore, artefacts 

need to be positioned as intermediaries that connect humans with their environment (Watson et al., 1971). 

Various findings of prehistoric artefacts prove that the cultural objects created by humans are mostly made using 

various materials available in the environment around their dwellings. This is most likely related to the aspect of 

convenience and practicality. Stone tools from the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic periods, for example, 

each have a distinctive typology. But in many different places, stone tools with the same typology and function 

are often made using different materials. This indicates the ability of early humans to select various types of 

rocks that are suitable as materials for making various types of stone tools. In Wallanae River, South Sulawesi, 

prehistoric stone tools were made from predominantly silicified limestone and chert (Alink et al., 2017). 
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Quartzite, lava, and chert, dominate the archaeological record of stone tools of Beds I and II of Olduvai Gorge (Hay, 

1976). In the north of Bandung, West Java, similar prehistoric stone tools were made from basalt rocks whose 

raw material is commonly found in the vicinity (Ferdianto, 2012). Most Korean Paleolithic materials are 

quartzite and vein quartz artefacts (Seong, 2004). Most artefacts in the Mata Menge assemblage were made on 

volcanic/metavolcanic stones, chiefly basalt, andesite, and chlorite (Brumm et al., 2010). 

The ease and practicality in obtaining materials from the immediate environment also became a practice in 

building temples during the Classical Period in Indonesia. Hindu and Buddhist temples were built using 

materials that were easily obtained from their immediate environment. Although there are guidelines and rules in 

the construction of temples, they often need to be adapted when dealing with unavoidable local challenges. The 

temples found in wetlands and floodplains in Sumatra, such as the Muara Jambi temple complex in Jambi and 

the Bumi Ayu temple complex near Palembang, and the Batujaya temple complex in Karawang, West Java were 

built using bricks (Tjoa-Bonatz et al., 2009; Djafar, 2010; Purwanti, 2014). Clay as raw material for making 

bricks and statues is the most readily available material in wetlands and floodplains. Meanwhile, the temples 

from the classical periods in Central Java and Yogyakarta, which are located on the slopes of the mountains, 

were built using andesite rocks. Andesite rocks are abundantly available on the slopes of the mountains, either in 

the form of boulders in lahar deposits, lava, or in the form of intrusive rock bodies. The difference in the type of 

material used to build the temple is probably related to the availability of raw materials near the site. 

The aspect of ease of obtaining materials is hypothesized to be applied in the construction of the Batu Kalde 

Temple in Pangandaran, West Java, Indonesia. The findings of yoni and Nandi, as well as the Lingga (Krom, 

1915) indicated this site as a temple ruin (Ferdinandus et al., 1986, 1987). For this reason, in this paper this site 

is hereinafter referred to as Batu Kalde Temple, abbreviated as BKT. This paper describes an initial analysis of 

environmental considerations, especially geological aspects in the construction of BKT. The results of this 

analysis are expected to be the basis for further geoarchaeological studies at BKT and at other sites built during 

the Classical Period as well as before and after, especially in the West Java region. 

2. Method 

This study was conducted with an overview approach. The data used in this study are mostly the results of previous 

studies, especially geological and archaeological studies. Some of the primary data obtained in a short observation 

in the field. All data were carefully examined and analyzed qualitatively to get an overview of the 

geoarchaeological aspects of BKT. The results of the study are conclusions drawn based on the synchronization 

between geological aspects related to the archaeological context of BKT. The result of this study is an ethical view, 

which is taken from the researcher's point of view. 

3. Results 

3.1 Environmental Setting 

Batu Kalde is the name of a heritage site that is thought to have been built in the classical period and has Hindu 

characteristics. This site is in the Pananjung Pangandaran Nature Reserve Forest, West Java, Indonesia. The 

coordinate position of the site is 108°39'27.1” East Longitude and 7°42'21.5” South Latitude. (Fig. 1). The site is 

located on a coastal plain surrounded by limestone hills with a height of up to 20 meters above sea level. The site is 

in a tropical climate with rainfall reaching 3196 mm/year, daily temperatures ranging from 25-30oC and humidity 

80-90% (Ferdinandus et al., 1984). 

Local people named this site Batu Kalde because of the remains of a statue of a cow (Nandi) which was mistakenly 

identified as a calf (calf – kalde, in Sundanese). The existence of this site was first reported by N.J. Krom in 1915. 

The report mentions the existence of artefacts in the form of yoni, lingga, flat-sided cylindrical stones and a statue 

of Nandi (Krom, 1915). Furthermore, this site was investigated by a research team from the National Research 

Center of Archaeology Indonesia led by Hasan Musarif Ambary in 1977 (Ferdinandus et al., 1986). Subsequent 

studies were carried out by several teams from this Research Center in 1983, 1984, 1986 (Ferdinandus et al., 1986) 

and 1987 (Ferdinandus et al., 1987). These studies identified the presence of a Hindu icon in the form of a bull 

statue (Nandi), yoni, lapik (plinth), intact temple stone structures and fragments of various types of pottery and did 

not report the presence of a lingga as reported by Krom (1915). The results of the study concluded that the temple 

in BKT was probably only a hallway, without stone walls and stone roofs. 

BKT is situated on a narrow coastal plain on the north side of a small hill. This hill is currently connected to the 

island of Java to the north by a morphology of a knob of about 300 m wide (Fig. 1). In the geological map compiled 

by Simandjuntak and Surono (1992), this hill is named Bukit (Pasir) Panenjoan. Panenjoan Hill is composed of the 

Jampang Formation breccia on the south side and Kalipucang Formation limestone on the north side. The hill is 
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surrounded by the Indian Ocean on the south side, Parigi Bay on the west-northwest side and Pangandaran Bay on 

the east-northeast side (Fig. 1). In the limestones of the Kalipucang Formation, karst morphology has developed as 

isolated hills and caves with stalactites and stalagmites. On some of the northeast, north and northwest sides of 

Panenjoan Hills, narrow sandy coastal plains develop. Above it, thin silt clay soil has formed with a thickness of 

13-172 cm (Kurniawan & Parikesit, 2008). The west, south and east sides of Panenjoan Hill are steep and high 

cliffs. Two main rivers flow intermittently across Panenjoan Hill, namely the Ciborok River which empties into 

Cikamal Bay-Parigi Bay, and the Cirengganis River which empties into Pangandaran Bay. 

Panenjoan Hill is covered by old secondary forest and a little primary forest. This forest is composed of several 

main tree species including Rhodamnia cinerea, Vitex pubescens, Sterculia urceolata, Buchanania arborescens, 

Acronychia laurifolia, Baccaurea javanica, Dillenia excelsa, Flacourtia rukam, Decaspermum fruticosum, Guioa 

diplopetala, Grewia acuminata (Kurniawan & Parikesit, 2008). The narrow coastal plains on the northwest, 

northeast and north are covered by several types of cultivated flora, especially Tectona grandis, Swietenia 

mahogany and Acacia auriculiformis (Husodo et al., 2015). On the coastal plain in the western part of Panenjoan 

Hill, several types of coastal forest trees grow, such as Barringtonia asiatica, Terminalia cattapa, Calophylum 

inophylum, Hibiscus tiliaceus. Several types of fauna live in the Pangandaran Nature Reserve Forest including 

Cervus timorensis, Bos sondaicus, Muntiacus muntjak, Cynocepalus variegatus, Pteropus vampyrus, Macaca 

fascicularis, Tracyphithecus auratus, Anthracoceros convexus, Buceros rhinoceros and Gallus gallus (BBKSDA 

Jabar, 2016). 

In the shallow marine environment around Panenjoan Hill, a shallow marine ecosystem is developed which is 

inhabited by various types of shallow marine flora and fauna including fish, algae, corals, and mollusks. The 

dominant types of mollusks include Cypraea annulus and Rhinoclavis sinensis (Pribadi et al., 2017). Several types 

of algae that are dominant in the shallow marine environment of Pangandaran are Padina australis and Gracilaria 

coronopifolia (Pribadi et al., 2017). 

3.2 Regional Geology 

Physiographically, the Pangandaran area is included in the Southern Mountain Zone (Bemmelen, 1949). This area 

is covered by the Oligocene Jampang Formation, the Middle-Late Miocene Kalipucang and Pamutuan Formation 

and the Quaternary marine and alluvial deposits (Simandjuntak & Surono, 1992) (Figure 2). The Jampang 

Formation is composed of volcanogenic breccias, tuff with lava lenses intercalated with lithic sandstone, mudstone, 

marl, and conglomerate pebbly sandstone, and diacmitite intercalation. The Kalipucang Formation is composed of 

Coralline limestone. The Pamutuan Formation is composed at the bottom by a Marly tuff Member consisting of 

marly tuffs intercalated with lithic sandstone, mudstone, and limestone, and at the top it is composed of a 

calcarenite Member consisting of calcarenite and clastic limestone intercalated with marl. Quaternary deposits are 

composed of alluvium resulting from flood deposits and river deposits. 

The rocks of these formations have different hardness and erodibility. The difference in hardness and erodibility is 

one of the main factors controlling morphology. The hilly morphology with steep slopes develops in the area 

covered by the Jampang Formation. The hilly morphology with gentle slopes develops in the area covered by 

carbonate rocks and carbonates of the Kalipucang Formation and the Pamutuan Formation. Isolated hills and caves 

develop in areas covered by coral reef limestones of the Kalipucang Formation. Plain morphology develops in 

areas covered by alluvial deposits. 

3.3 Geology of the Batu Kalde Temple Site 

Geology of the BKT site is presented in Figures 1 and 2. As described above, BKT is situated on a narrow coastal 

plain about 100 m wide, extending from Muara Cikamal on the west coast to Panggung Cave beach on the east 

coast for about 350 m. Based on the reconstruction of the National DEM map of the Geospatial Information 

Agency (Fig. 2), the coastal plain elevation of the BKT is around 15-17 m above sea level. The site is surrounded 

by limestone hills of the Kalipucang Formation. The southern side of the site is a limestone hill as high as 15-20 

meters above sea level, extending east-west to almost reach the coast. At the southern foot of this limestone hill, 

the Ciborok River flows westward and empties into Muara Cikamal. The Pamutuan Formation outcrops at several 

points at the bottom of the Ciborok River. In the sediments of the Ciborok River terraces, gravel and various rocks 

are deposited, possibly derived from fragments of the Jampang Formation. 

Reconstruction of a north-south cross-section of the morphology of the limestone hills flanking the Batu Kalde 

Site indicates the thickness of the Quaternary deposit below the site is less than 5 meters. The thickness was 

confirmed by the stratigraphy of the walls of two dug wells located to the north of the site. In the western well, 

limestone is exposed at a depth of 2 m (Figure 2). Meanwhile in the east well, limestone is exposed at a depth of 3 

m. The two wells also provide data that the groundwater aquifer in these two wells is limestone of the Kalipucang 



ach.ccsenet.org Asian Culture and History Vol. 15, No. 1; 2023 

102 

Formation. The morphology of isolated hills and caves in the limestones of the Kalipucang Formation indicates the 

development of a karst system. The formation of this karst system is most likely controlled by the joints formed in 

the limestones of the Kalipucang Formation. 
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Figure 1. Geological map of Batu Kalde Temple site and the surrounding area, modified from Simandjuntak 

and Surono (1992), showing a geological cross-section and stratigraphic correlation of the rock formations 

 

3.3.1 Penanjung Tombolo 

Tombolo is of Italian origin (meaning pillow or cushion). It is a term used in geomorphology for a narrow sandy 

landform deposited across the sea that connects two larger lands (islands). Due to its narrowness, the bridge looks 

like a neck and one of the islands it connects to becomes its head. This small island connected by the tombolo is 

known as the “Tied Island”. In the geological context of Batu Kalde temple, “the tied island” is Panenjoan Island 

where the BKT is located. 

The formation of the “tombolo” occurs when the “tied island” blocks the impact of waves from the open ocean. As 

a result, the waters behind the island became calmer. If a sufficient supply of sediment is available, the 

sedimentation process may be concentrated in the shadow area of the island. This build-up of sediment is in some 

cases accelerated by large waves caused by storms (see Kench et al., 2018). 
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Figure 2. Topographical map of the Batu Kalde Temple site in 1-m contour interval 

Note. This map was derived from DEM of Geospatial Information Agency of Indonesia. The morphological cross-section shows estimate of the 

thickness of the Quaternary deposit (grey shading) on the limestone basement of the Kalipucang Formation. The estimate is based on the 

positions of limestone outcrop on the slope of the hill and limestone stratigraphy in the dug wells near the temple.  

 

3.3.2 Morphology of Karst Hills and Caves  

The northern part of Panenjoan Island is covered by reef limestones of the Kalipucang Formation (see Figure 1). In 

this limestone complex, small karst hills are formed. In some parts of the hills, caves with stalactites formed. 

Caves in limestone areas are often used as shelters by prehistoric humans. Some of the prehistoric human 

habitation caves were used as shelters during the last glacial period when sea levels dropped to several tens of 

meters below present sea level. In this period, Panenjoan Island merged with Java Island so that the caves in it may 

have been used as dwellings by prehistoric humans. The caves might have also been dwelled in later periods 

because there are findings of prehistoric stone tools at several sites nearby Pangandaran such as in Tasikmalaya 

(see Handini, 1999; Febrianto, 2013; Laili & Febrianto, 2020). 

3.3.3 Artefact Analysis 

At the Batu Kalde site there are several artefacts that are exposed above ground level. Two of the artefacts are 

icons in Hinduism, namely a statue of Nandi and two yonis. The dimension of the statue of Nandi is 69 cm in 

length, 50 cm in height from leg to the hump and 65 cm from the leg to the head, dan 34 cm of body thickness. 

Some parts of the hump and mouth were broken. One of the yonis has been put together even though it has been 

split into several parts (Ferdinandus et al., 1984). Initially, the top of the yoni was above ground level on the east 

side of the bottom of the yoni, broken into three fragments (Ferdinandus et al., 1984). The yoni is in square shape 

in a dimension of 94 x 94 cm, 59 cm in height. Another yoni has been broken into several pieces that are not intact, 

lying on the ground. Another artefact consists of eight flat-sided stone cylinders about 60 cm in diameter, and 

20-33 cm in height. Several block-shaped stones which may be temple stones are also lying on the ground. Many 

similar stone blocks were found in excavation pits when the team from the National Research Center of 

Archaeology Indonesian conducted research in 1984, 1986 and 1987 (Ferdinandus et al., 1984; 1986; 1987). 

There are one to three layers of temple stones found in the excavation pits (Ferdinandus et al., 1987). 

Most of the artefacts that can be observed above ground level are made of bedded rock. This rock is composed of 

alternating beds of sandstone and marl. The thickness of the sandstone bed is 2-20 cm. The thickness of the marl 

bed is from a few millimeters to 3 cm. This bedding is clearly visible on the statues of Nandi, yoni, and flat-sided 

cylindrical stones. Most of the rock of the artefact is still in fresh condition, white or slightly grayish white. These 

rocks have a hardness of 2-3 on the Mohs scale. Some of the temple stone artefacts made of tuff are in weathered 

condition. 

The rock beds in the yoni artefact are in a position perpendicular to the direction of yoni's upright position so that 
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the rock beds are seen parallel to the ground surface. The origin rock of the yoni artefact shows beds with a 

thickness of about 1-10 cm. In the Nandi statue, the upright position of the Nandi statue is parallel to the rock beds 

so that the body of the cow statue seems to be sliced vertically by the boundaries of these rock beds.  

4. Discussion 

4.1 Morphological Toponymy and the Construction Period of the Batu Kalde Temple 

Penanjung as the name of the place, has been written in the manuscript of Bujangga Manik's travel notes. Bujangga 

Manik's journey through the Penanjung region most likely occurred before 1511 (Noorduyn, 1982). Bujangga 

Manik is a prince from the Pakuan Kingdom whose capital is around the city of Bogor, West Java today. He 

traveled to visit places of worship and study religion on the island of Java. He traveled from his royal capital all the 

way to East Java and passed the Penanjung on his way back from the pilgrimage. The note stated that Bujangga 

Manik reached Bakur at the Citanduy estuary after Segara Anakan. He then reached Cimedang before crossing the 

Ciputrapinggan river. He then arrived at Pananjung near the island (nusa) of Wuluheun. This record explicitly 

explains that there was still a strait separating the Penanjung from a small island in the south when Bujangga 

Manik visited it. This island is called Wuluheun Island. The use of “Penanjung” as a place name implicitly 

explains that at that time the morphology of the headland had already been formed and the morphology of the 

Tombolo Penanjung did not yet exist. 

Bujangga Manik's notes do not mention his visit to BKT. This shows that perhaps at that time BKT did not exist 

because Bujangga Manik was a traveling priest. One of the goals of his travels was to visit places of worship. What 

is interesting is the similarity of the name between “Wuluheun” as the name of the island in Bujanggan Manik's 

written record, and “Wuluhên” as the name of a Shiva village which was exempted from taxes by Hayam Wuruk, 

the king of the Majapahit Kingdom, which is recorded in the Ancient Book. Negarakrtagama Strophe 76 (Mulyana, 

1979). If the two names refer to the same place, then BKT already existed and was recognized as a Shiva 

community when Hayam Wuruk took over the reign of Majapahit in 1350-1389. This means that BKT probably 

already existed at that time. This is in accordance with the results of the analysis of Rusyanti et al. (2020) who 

concluded that based on an analysis of the similarity of the temple construction pattern and its historical context, 

BKT is thought to have been built in the 7-14 century AD. BKT, Ronggeng Temple and Indihiang Temple 

represent a three-tiered temple building model in the form of a single shelf and hall steps. This temple building 

model is thought to have existed in West Java since the pre-Sunda kingdom era (Rusyanti et al., 2020). 

4.2 Raw Materials of the Batu Kalde Temple 

In the context of the type of temple stone, BKT is unique compared to other temples in Indonesia. Most of the 

temples of the classical period found in Indonesia were built with stone temples made of andesite or brick. The use 

of other materials for the construction of temples in that period, usually only for the construction of temple 

supporting buildings such as the use of tuff for fences or as stuffing material for building structures (Sutarto et al., 

2018; Riyanto, 2020). However, there are several temples built using stone blocks made of tuff such as Sirih 

Temple (Sutarto et al., 2018), Indihiang Temple (Widyastuti, 2017) and Ronggeng Temple (Rusyanti et al., 2020). 

The BKT is different from all the other temples because it is constructed using stone temples made of bedded 

sandstone. This indicates that there are considerations of practicality and ease in selecting materials for temple 

stones available around the BKT location. 

Materials for temple stones that are available locally at Bukit Panenjoan are breccia stone of the Jampang 

Formation, reef limestone of the Kalipucang Formation and sandstone-marl of the Pamutuan Formation. Outcrops 

of the Jampang Formation breccia can be found at several points at the bottom of the Ciborok River. The more 

visible outcrops are on the coastal cliffs on the west, south and east sides of Bukit Panenjoan but these locations are 

difficult to access. Reef limestone outcrops of the Kalipucang Formation are easier to find around the BKT site. 

The Pamutuan Formation is only exposed to a limited extent at some points at the bottom of the Ciborok River. 

The rocks of these formations are also scattered up to a radius of 20 km from the BKT site. All these formations are 

Miocene in age so that they have undergone quite intensive tectonic processes. As a result, in the rock body has 

developed quite intensive joint cracks. This is indicated on the geological map by the presence of faults and folds 

that intersect all these formations (Figure 1). 

Although it has a high level of hardness, Jampang Formation breccias are difficult to use as temple stones because 

they are composed of various stone fragments of various sizes. As a result, the color of the rock is uneven, and the 

porosity of the rock also varies across its surface. These two aspects are a requirement in the selection of temple 

stone materials according to Çilpaçastra, a book in India that contains provisions in the making of statues, 
especially if the rock will be used to make large statues (Lelono, 2013). Breccia rocks are difficult to maintain 

intact while being carved and smoothed due to the presence of various rock fragments. Moreover, the Jampang 
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Formation has also been very strongly fractured (Verdiana et al., 2014) so that it is difficult to find a section 

without cracks in it. The Jampang Formation also contains andesitic porphyry lava inserts. As an insertion in other 

rocks, this lava is not easy to find. This lava also has a technical weakness as a temple stone material because it has 

been evenly fractured. 

The reef limestones of the Kalipucang Formation also do not qualify as temple stone materials. This reef limestone 

is composed of various types of coral and marine molluscs so that it shows a non-uniform surface texture. As a 

result, these rocks are difficult to carve and smooth. This limestone has also been intensively fractured. 

Due to limitations or difficulties in obtaining the ideal materials for temple stone, bedded sandstone was selected 

as the material for the temple stone of BKT. This bedded sandstone is most likely taken from the Pamutuan 

Formation. The use of local rocks taken from sources near the temple site, as a temple stone material was also 

applied at Ronggeng Temple and Indihiang Temple in West Java, Indonesia. These two temples were built using 

temple stones made of tuff (Rusyanti et al., 2020). The use of local rocks as temple stones in these three temples 

strengthens the assumption of Rusyanti et al. (2020) regarding the typology of models or forms of sacred buildings 

in West Java which were built in the 7-14th century period, namely the three-tiered temple building model in the 

form of a single shelf and hall steps. These three temples are not only distinctive in their similarity in construction 

but are also unique in terms of the use of local rocks as temple stone material even though they do not meet the 

criteria for temple materials as stated in the book of Çilpaçastra (Lelono, 2013). 

The use of bedded sandstone as a temple stone may be related to the absence of a plinth under the Nandi statue 

found at BKT. The Nandi statue at BKT is made of bedded sandstone where the boundaries of the beds are in a 

vertical position and seem to slice Nandi's body vertically. On Nandi's body, these beds are still firmly attached to 

each other because they are attached to each other on a wide surface. However, for the plinth, the surfaces that stick 

together will become much narrower so that the sandstone beds will easily be separated from one another. This 

issue has most likely been considered by the Nandi statue maker so that the Nandi statue in BKT was made without 

a plinth, and it looks different from the Nandi statues found in Central and East Java. The flat surface on one side of 

Nandi's body may be the appearance of the original surface of the sandstone bed after the part of the statue on that 

side is dislodged, not because the Nandi statue was deliberately designed to stick to the wall as Ferdinandus et al. 

(1987) suspected. Due to the presence of a bed boundary, tail part could not be carved right in the middle of the 

statue body and slightly shifted to the left position (Figure 6).  

 

Figure 3. Outcrop of bedded limestone of the Pamutuan Formation in Cigugur Village, Pangandaran area, showing 

alternation of brownish white limestone and fine-grained reddish-brown limestone 
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Figure 4. Outcrop of carbonaceous sandstone of the Pamutuan Formation in Kertajaya Village, Pangandaran area 

 

 
Figure 5. Outcrop in Batu Hiu beach (right) and in Cijulang (left), Pangandaran area, showing alternation of 

calcarenite sandstone and marl (Anshori et al., 2016) 
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Figure 6. Oblique picture of yoni (top) and Nandi statue (bottom), showing boundaries of the original bedded 

sandstone at horizontal (yoni) and vertical (Nandi) position 

Note. Due to the presence of a bed boundary, tail part could not be carved right in the middle of the statue body and slightly shifted to the left 

position. The flat right side of the statue is most likely caused by the dislodgement of rock beds. 

 

4.3 Water Resource and Soil Fertility 

In classical times, temples were used as places of worship to Gods and offerings to the spirits of kings. In addition, 

the temple is also used as a means of invoking wishes and giving thanks for a bountiful harvest to the Gods. This is 

what causes a connection between the existence of the temple and the presence of the human population where the 

temple is located. The presence of a temple in an area indicates a large human population nearby. Even the number 

of temples in an area can indicate the population density and fertility of an area. In the context of the distribution of 

temples built during the classical period in the Yogyakarta area, there is a pattern that the more fertile an area is, the 

more temples were built (Mundardjito, 2002). In the context of soil elements, soil fertility is a soil condition where 

the water, air and nutrients are in a balanced state and are available according to plant needs, both physical, 

chemical, and biological soils to be able to provide essential nutrients in balanced amounts and proportions without 

the toxic effects of existing nutrients (Brady, 1990; Effendi, 1995; Foth & Ellis, 1997). 

The determinants of soil fertility, besides being related to the nutrient content in the soil, are also closely related to 

the availability of abundant fresh water which ensures sufficient water content in the soil for plants. Fresh water 

becomes a more important factor if fertility is related to the productivity of the rice crop. In addition, fresh water is 

also a basic need for humans. Thus, the availability of abundant fresh water is always closely related to the 

presence of a large human population. 

The floodplain is an area that has a high fertility rate. This is because flood sediments have a high nutrient content 

(Hirst & Ibrahim, 2008). The area around the BKT has extensive flood deposit alluvium (see Figure 1). This 

alluvium was deposited by three main rivers, namely the Cikembulan River, the Ciputrapinggan River, and the 

Cibeureum River. These three rivers have wide watersheds so that they can supply water needs for the people who 

live in this area. Most of this alluvial plain has been used as irrigated rice fields, until recently. The source of 

irrigation water comes from the network of these rivers. The tradition of offering to the Goddess of rice in Javanese 

society in various forms, as well as the etymology of the word “java” which originally “jawawut” which means 
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rice in the ancient Javanese language indicate that this rice field may have existed since ancient times even before 

Hindu influence entered this area. 

4.4 Uniqueness of the Batu Kalde Location 

Soil fertility and abundance of water resources have probably been the trigger factors for the presence of a large 

population near Tombolo Penanjung since ancient times. This is because rice has been a staple food in Java for 

thousands of years. However, in the context of BKT construction, the fertility aspect may not only be related to soil. 

The abundant availability of food from the sea may also have been a consideration. In this context, BKT was built 

not only as a place to ask for mercy from and give thanks to the Gods for the abundance of agricultural harvests on 

land but also the abundance of harvests from the sea. Speculatively, the selection of the BKT site on the narrow 

coastal plain of a small island, rather than on the mainland may be related to the abundance of marine food 

resources. This also indicates that the Penanjung community consists of farmers and fishermen, at the time the 

BKT was being constructed. 

5. Conclusion 

An overview analysis of the geoarchaeological aspects of BKT resulted in several important things as follows: 

1) Based on morphological toponymic analysis, BKT was probably built before the 14th century. This is in 

accordance with the results of an analysis of the relative age of the temple which was carried out based on the 

similarity of construction patterns and historical contexts. 

2) The temple stone used to build the BKT utilizes local resources, particularly the Pamutuan Formation. 

Utilization of local resources as temple stones is likely to have become a pattern in the construction of three-tiered 

temples in West Java in the 7-14th century. 

3) The construction of BKT indicates the presence of a large population that cultivates the fertility of the flood 

sediment soil and the surrounding freshwater overflow for agricultural land. The location of BKT on Panenjoan 

Island also indicates that BKT construction is also related to the abundance of marine resources. When BKT was 

built, the population of the builders lived as farmers and fishermen. 
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Barat. Kiblat Buku Utama, École française d’Extrême-Orient, Pusat Penelitian dan Pengembangan 

Arkeologi Nasional, and KITLV Jakarta, Bandung.  

Effendi, S. (1995). Ilmu tanah. Edisi ketiga. PT. Mediyana Sarana Perkasa, Jakarta.  

Ferdianto, A. (2012). Analisis teknologi artefak obsidian Danau Bandung purba. Purbawidya, 1(1), 1-20. 

https://doi.org/10.24164/pw.v1i1.7 

Ferdianto, A. (2013). Analisis alat litik dari situs karangnunggal, kabupaten Tasikmalaya. Purbawidya, 2(1), 1-11. 

Retrieved from https://purbawidya.kemdikbud.go.id/index.php/jurnal/article/view/P2%281%292013-1 



ach.ccsenet.org Asian Culture and History Vol. 15, No. 1; 2023 

109 

Ferdinandus, P. E. J., Satari, S. S., Soekatno, E. S., Hartono, R., Soeroso, M. P., Utomo, B. B., & Soemarjo, S. E. 

(1986). Laporan penelitian arkeologi bidang arkeologi klasik (p. 52). Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional. 

Ferdinandus, P. E. J., Satari, S. S., Soekatno, E. S., Setiani, … & Kuswandi, K. (1984). Laporan penelitian 

arkeologi di Kabupaten Ciamis, Jawa Barat (p. 45). Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional. 

Ferdinandus, P. E. J., Satari, S. S., Suhadi, M., Soekatno, E. S., Hartono, S. N., Surtini, T., & Sutarna, E. (1987). 

Laporan penelitian arkeologi bidang arkeologi klasik (p. 36). Pusat Penelitian Arkeologi Nasional. 

Foth, H. D., & Ellis, B. G. (1997). Soil fertility (2nd ed.). Lewis Publisher, Boca Raton.  

Handini, R. (1999). Distribusi dan karakter situs-situs neolitik di Kecamatan Bantarkalong dan Karangnunggal, 

Tasikmalaya, Jawa Barat. Berkala Arkeologi, 2, 14-15. https://doi.org/10.30883/jba.v19i2.819 

Hardesty, D. L. (1980). The use of general ecological principles in archaeology. In M. B. Schiffer (Ed.), 

Advances in Archaeological Method and Theory (Vol. 3, pp. 157-87). New York: Academic Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-003103-0.50009-5 

Hay, R. L. (1976). Geology of the Olduvai Gorge. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

https://doi.org/10.1525/9780520334229 

Hirst, S. M., & Ibrahim, A. M. (1996). Effects of flood protection on soil fertility in a riverine floodplain area in 

Bangladesh. Communications in Soil Science and Plant Analysis, 27(1&2), 119-156. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00103629609369549 

Husodo, T., Santoso, P., Partasasmita, R., & Hendrawan, R. (2015). Community structure and plant tipology in 

Nature Recreational Park and Nature Reserve Pananjung Pangandaran, Pangandaran District, West Java. 

Pros Sem Nas Masy Biodiv Indon, 1, 647-654. https://doi.org/10.13057/psnmbi/m010344 

Kench, P. S., McLean, R. F., Owen, S. D., Tuck, M., & Ford, M. R. (2018). Storm-deposited coral blocks: A 

mechanism of island genesis, Tutaga Island, Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu. Geology, 46, 915-918. 

https://doi.org/10.1130/G45045.1 

Kirch, P. V. (1980). The archaeological study of adaptation: Theoretical and methodological issues. In M. B. 

Schiffer (Ed.), Advances in archaeological method and theory (Vol. 3, pp. 101-56). New York: Academic 

Press. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-003103-0.50008-3 

Krom, N. J. (1915). Rapporten van den oudheidkundigen dienst in Nederlandsch-Indie 1914. Albrecht & Co, 

Batavia. 

Kurniawan, A., & Parikesit. (2008). Persebaran jenis pohon di sepanjang faktor lingkungan di Cagar Alam 

Pananjung Pangandaran, Jawa Barat. Biodiversitas, 9(4), 275-279. Retrieved from 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj7ufWkiMf-AhW

lTmwGHTqxAX8QFnoECAgQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmujo.id%2Fbiodiv%2Farticle%2Fdownload

%2F357%2F377%2F375&usg=AOvVaw0Wd4i2ewflOtS3Tch7w7pi 

Laili, N., & Febrianto, A. (2020). Ragam artefak di situs-situs neolitik sepanjang Ci Langla bagian hilir, 

kabupaten Tasikmalaya. Jurnal Panalungtik, 3(1), 77- 86. https://doi.org/10.24164/pnk.v3i1.34 

Lelono, T. M. H. (2013). Bahan dan cara pembuatan arca batu sebagai komponen penting candi-candi masa 

klasik di Jawa. Berkala Arkeologi, 33(1), 93-107. https://doi.org/10.30883/jba.v33i1.8 

Mathias, B. (2015). Ethnicity and ethnic groups: Historical aspects. International Encyclopedia of the Social & 

Behavioral Sciences, 8, 136-141. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.62015-9 

Mulyana, S. (1979). Nagarakertagama dan tafsir sejarahnya. Bhratara Karya Aksara, Jakarta.  

Noorduyn, J. (1982). Bujangga maniks journeys through Java; Topographical data from an old Sundanese source. 

Bijdragen tot de Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, 138(4), 413-442. 

https://doi.org/10.1163/22134379-90003462 

Pigeaud, Th. G. Th. (1960-1963). Java in the fourteenh century: A study in cultural history. The Negarakrtagama 

by Rakawi Prapanca of Majapahit, 1365 A.D. The Hague, Martinus Nijhoff, 5 vols (Vol. I, 1960: vol. II, 

1960; vol. Ill, 1960; vol. IV, 1962; vol V, 1963). 

Pribadi, T. D. K., Nurdiana, R., & Rosada, K. K. (2017). Asosiasi makroalga dengan gastropoda pada zona 

intertidal Pantai Pananjung Pangandaran. Jurnal Biodjati, 2(2), 107-114. 

https://doi.org/10.15575/biodjati.v2i2.1573 

Purwanti, R. (2014). Bata bertanda di candi 1 Bumiayu. Siddhayatra, 19(1), 1-77. Retrieved from 



ach.ccsenet.org Asian Culture and History Vol. 15, No. 1; 2023 

110 

https://repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/7186/1/Siddhayatra%20Vol%2019%20%281%29%20Mei%202014.pdf 

Riyanto, S. (2020). Si putih Candi Sirih. Balai arkeologi provinsi Daerah lstimewa Yogyakarta. Retrieved from 

https://repositori.kemdikbud.go.id/20176/1/Si%20Putih%20Candi%20Sirih%20-%202020.pdf 

Rusyanti, S. N., & Widyastuti, E. (2020). Pertanggalan relatif Candi Ronggeng di Kabupaten Ciamis, Jawa Barat. 

Amerta, Jurnal Penelitian dan Pengembangan Arkeologi, 38(2), 145-160. 

https://doi.org/10.24832/amt.v38i2.145-160 

Seong, C. (2004). Quartzite and vein quartz as lithic raw materials reconsidered: A view from the Korean 

paleolithic. Asian Perspectives, 43(1), 73-91. https://doi.org/10.1353/asi.2004.0016 

Simandjuntak, T. O.,  & Surono. (1992). Geological map of Pangandaran quadrangle, Jawa. Geological 

Research and Development Center, Bandung. 

Sumner, W. G. (1907). Folkways: A study of the sociological importance of usages, manners, customs, mores, 

and morals. Ginn, Boston, MA. https://doi.org/10.2307/1412602 

Sutarto, K. S. B., Murwanto, H., & Faranisya, S. (2018). Rock type characteristics of Prambanan and Sambisari 

Temples, Yogyakarta Province, Indonesia. IOP Conf, Series: Earth & Environmental Science, 212(2018), 

012048. https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/212/1/012048 

Tjoa-Bonatz, M. L., Neidel, J. D., & Widiatmoko, A. (2009). Early architectural images from Muara Jambi on 

Sumatra, Indonesia. Asian Perspectives, 48(1), 32-55. https://doi.org/10.1353/asi.0.0009 

Verdiana, P. R. M., Yuniardi, Y., & Nur, A. A. (2014). Petrologi dan petrografi satuan breksi vulkanik dan satuan 

tuf kasar pada Formasi Jampang, Daerah Cimanggu dan sekitarnya, Jawa Barat. Bulletin of Scientific 

Contribution, 12(3), 171-179. https://doi.org/10.24198/bsc%20geology.v12i3.8378.g3894 

Watson, P. J., Blanc, L., & Redman, C. (1971). Explanation in archaeology: An explicitly scientific approach. New 

York: Columbia University Press.  

Widyastuti, E. (2006). Penelitian arca-arca di Ciamis kaitannya dengan ragam pengarcaan. In E. Sedyawati (Ed.), 

Religi Dalam Dinamika Masyarakat (pp. 55-72). Ikatan Ahli Arkeologi Indonesia Komda Jawa Barat-Banten, 

Bandung.  

 

Copyrights 

Copyright for this article is retained by the author(s), with first publication rights granted to the journal. 

This is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution 

license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). 


